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TDN AusNZ caught up with Gai to chat 

through the stable's rich vein of form. 

While Saturday's all-the-way win by In The 

Congo represented Gai Waterhouse's 146th 

Group 1 success - 134 in her own name and 

now 12 in partnership with Bott - it was  

nonetheless enjoyed and celebrated in the 

manner of her first 29 years ago. 

For Waterhouse, days like Saturday, where the 

stable toasted a Group treble at Rosehill and a 

Listed success at Sandown, represent a  

reward for the faith the owners have had in the 

team, and the work the entire stable put in  

every day. 

"It’s so satisfying. It's the sort of day the whole 

stable, all the owners, everyone breathes a 

sigh of relief, everyone has a smile on their  

faces and everyone flies out of bed at the crack 

of dawn," Waterhouse told TDN AusNZ. 

While In The Congo's Golden Rose win was 

the highlight, there was also a G2 Golden Pen-

dant success for the consistent 4-year-old 

mare Vangelic (Vancouver), a G3 Colin Ste-

phen Quality victory for Entente (Dundeel {NZ}) 

and a Listed Jim Moloney S. triumph for Queen 

Of Dubai (Pride Of Dubai). 

"It's the sort of day the whole stable, all the 

owners, everyone breathes a sigh of (to Pg 2) 

Even by Gai Waterhouse and Adrian Bott's lofty standards, Saturday 

proved a marquee day for the training partnership, with four stakes 

winners across two states, including In The Congo's (Snitzel-Via Africa) 

success in the G1 Golden Rose.  

Legend Gai to conquer Everest Via Congo   
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of relief, everyone has a smile on their faces 

and everyone flies out of bed at the crack of 

dawn." - Gai Waterhouse 

It completed a magical three-day run for the  

stable, which had 10 winners from 16 runners 

from Thursday to Saturday. 

As of Saturday night, Waterhouse and Bott had 

37 winners for the new season, a success 

achieved from 147 runners, giving them a strike 

rate of 25.2 per cent, a benchmark which  

exceeds anything they have achieved in their 

previous five seasons in partnership. The last 

time Waterhouse succeeded at a better strike 

rate was back in 2008/09. 

What also pleases Waterhouse is that her best 

horses have tended to defy the expectations of 

the market. None of the Waterhouse/Bott  

stable's six stakes wins this season have been 

with outright favourites and the average price of 

the winners has been better than $9. 

"I knew that the horses would run very well. You 

have to remember that a lot of our horses are 

starting very long odds. They weren't starting  

3-1, they were starting 10s and 20s. It's a big 

effort when you are running outside of what 

people's expectations are," Waterhouse said. 

The stable's renaissance this season has been 

born from a combination of old and new  

relationships.  

Six of the 10 horses which won from Thursday 

to Saturday had been sourced by Waterhouse 

and Bott through the yearling sales. 

In The Congo's success is a result of a  

relatively new involvement, training for the  

China Horse Club/Newgate-led Syndicate, who 

purchased him for $350,000 at the 2020 Inglis 

Easter Yearling Sale. 

The relationship has been fostered from one 

Waterhouse has built with Newgate Managing 

Director Henry Field from when he worked at 

her stables from age 14. 

In The Congo is a horse that immediately made 

an impression with Waterhouse, possessing the 

raw speed which enables him to fulfil her  

preferred tactical style of leading from the front. 

(continues Page 4) 

Legend Gai to conquer Everest Via Congo—from Pg 1 

In The Congo holds off hot favourite Anamoe in the Golden Rose on Saturday 
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While he confronted some elite 3-year-olds on 

Saturday, including previous Group 1  

winners Anamoe (Street Boss {USA}) 

and Artorius (Flying Artie), Waterhouse always 

had serious faith in the Snitzel colt. 

"I thought he'd win, because I knew he had 

done everything right and I knew he had the 

speed. He only had to fly the gates and run 

the way he has been running to be right up 

to everything he has done so far," she said. 

It was Waterhouse's advice on how to ride In 

The Congo that was ringing in jockey Tim 

Clark's ears when he jumped from the barriers 

in the Golden Rose. 

“I had a conversation with Gai on the way here 

and I said to her I’ll roll to the first turn and 

might just try and get a breather,’’ Clark said 

after the race 

“She said, ‘Don’t you dare’. She said, 'You 

keep him running and use his speed  

because it can win you the race!' So I did 

that and we pulled it off.” - Tim Clark 

Clark rode all three Rosehill stakes winners for 

the stable, with well-judged all-the-way  

successes on both In The Congo and Vangelic.  

He has now ridden 163 winners for Waterhouse 

and Bott in combination, almost twice as many 

as any other jockey. He has ridden six of their 

12 Group 1 winners and 40 of their 102 stakes 

winners since the start of the 2016/17 season. 

In terms of In The Congo, Waterhouse is very 

excited for what may be yet to come with the 

colt, who became her first-ever winner of the 

Golden Rose, which has developed into one of 

Australia's premier stallion-making races. 

"He has a stack of potential. He's such an  

exciting colt and it's a wonderful thing for  

Newgate. They support a lot of trainers.  

“Henry and his group and Teo from China 

Horse Club, haven't they done a wonderful job 

in bringing people into racing in Australia and 

extending people's interests?" she said. 

With In The Congo still in his first racing  

campaign, having debuted with a (to Pg6)

Legend Gai to conquer Everest Via Congo—from Pg 2 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Kensington win in May, the question remains 

whether Waterhouse and Bott push on with the 

3-year-old. 

"We'll leave that up to Adrian, Henry and the 

China Horse Club to work out. I always put my 

thoughts in and I always leave it with them to 

work out," she said. 

Field confirmed that the colt has pulled up well, 

with options for his immediate racing future still 

being assessed. 

tdnausnz.com.au 

Meanwhile punters.com.au reports that the  

irrepressible Gai Waterhouse hopes to snare 

a last minute slot in the A$15m Everest next 

month for her rising star.   

G ai Waterhouse is sweating on an 11th 

hour The Everest call-up for Golden 

Rose hero In The Congo. 

As Waterhouse and co-trainer Adrian Bott put 

the finishing touches on a powerful Epsom Day 

line-up at Royal Randwick on Saturday, 

the Hall of Fame trainer is pushing the case for 

In The Congo to get a start in the $15 million 

The TAB Everest later next month. 

“There are only two slots left and I don’t think 

Godolphin or Coolmore will be giving them up 

but The Everest is still three weeks away and 

anything can happen,” Waterhouse said. 

“We often see a sprinter or two drop out of The 

Everest for various reasons so we are not  

giving up hope yet. I wish we could get In The 

Congo a slot because it’s the perfect race for 

him and it’s on our doorstep.  

“In The Congo is as tough as teak, he’s pulled 

up so well after the Golden Rose he could go 

around again, and it would be so exciting if he 

got a start in The Everest.” 

(The Everest is similar to next years inaugural 

R7,5m CTS Gold Rush in that ’slots’ in the race 

are bought well ahead of time. An SA bred 

mare ‘winning’ a R150m race…..hmmmm –tt)     

Via Africa (Var-Bump ‘N Grind) is a daughter 

of the recently  retired Avontuur stallion.  

She won the  G1 SA Fillies Sprint in 2013 and 

2014, and the Computaform Sprint in the  latter 

year.  

Not surprisingly she was named Equus  

Champion Sprinter for the 2013/4 season 

Above she is pictured winning the SA Fillies 

Sprint in 2014 under Kevin Shea for Duncan 

Howells and then owners AJ Boshoff and GA 

Hauptfleisch.  -tt 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

Legend Gai to conquer Everest Via Congo—from Pg 4 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.avontuurestate.co.za/accommodation/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Leading Cape thoroughbred nursery  

Drakenstein Stud enjoyed a notable day at 
Durbanville on Monday. (Pics Wayne Marks) 

Not only did Drakenstein bred and own  
Monday’s impressive winners Santa Maria and 
Amanzimtoti, but Drakenstein Stud stallions 
What A Winter and Trippi accounted for four of 
the eight winners on Monday’s card. 

What A Winter, the Leading Sire of 2YOs in 
South Africa last season, is the sire of Casa 
Inverno and Mr Cobbs, the winners of  
Monday’s second and third races respectively, 
while former champion sire Trippi is responsible 
for the Drakenstein Stud bred and owned  
Monday winners Santa Maria and Amanzimtoti. 

Both Santa Maria and Amanzimtoti hail from 
the Candice Bass-Robinson and both three-
year-old fillies were ridden to victory on Monday 
by Aldo Domeyer. 

The consistent Santa Maria (above) made it 
three wins from just six starts when she defied 
60kgs to win Monday’s Computaform Online 
FM 77 Divided Handicap (F&M) (1250m) by a 
length and a quarter. 

Yet to finish out of the first three, Santa Maria, 

third in both the the Listed World Sports Betting 
Perfect Promise Sprint and Listed 
Tabonline.co.za Irridescence Stakes last  
season, is now likely to be aimed at the G2 
Western Cape Fillies Championship. 

Bred on the same cross as Trippi’s G1 winning 
daughter Real Princess, Santa Maria is out of 
the Fort Wood mare Cutty Sark – who also 
ranks as the dam of Listed Breeders Guineas 
winner Sailing Ship and G2 Choice Carriers 
Championship runner up Sail. 

Blue blooded filly Amanzimtoti (above), a full-
sister to former G2 World Sports Betting  
Guineas winner Wild Coast, claimed her  
second win from just four starts when landing 
Monday’s Next Meeting 2 Oct-Durbanville FM 
77 Divided Handicap (F&M) (1400m) by three-
parts of a length. 

The daughter of multiple champion Beach 
Beauty had finished in front of Santa Maria 
when she ran second in last season’s Listed 
Irridescence Stakes and Amanzimtoti looks a 
very exciting prospect for the season ahead. 

www.tsanews.com 

Drakenstein clean up at Durbanville 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  
  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Owners Nic Jonsson and Bjorn Nielsen 
have a smart young stayer on their hands in 
One Way Traffic, who won Saturday’s Listed 
Settlers Trophy over 2000m at Durbanville 
virtually from start to finish under a peach 
of a ride from Richard Fourie. 
 
Fourie took advantage of the four-year-old’s 
light weight in a competitive race and delivered 
a textbook display of dictating the pace. One 
Way Traffic (3-1) had his ears pricked out front 
in the seven-horse contest, made the clip his 
way and then, when the pressure mounted in 
the straight, kept going gamely. 
 
One Way Traffic beat stablemate Bayberry  
(16-1) by half a length in a time of 123,04 secs, 
followed by Retro Effect, who stayed on late to 
take third. 

“He has a big stride and I knew there was never 
going to be speed, so I preferred being up there 
with him.  
 
“He’s a smooth horse, he has furnished into 
something really nice. He has a touch of 
class,” commented Fourie. 
 
The winner, an R800 000 Cape Premier Year-
ling Sale purchase was bred by Ridgemont 
Highlands and is out of the thrice winning  
Spectrum mare, Careful Hiker. The latter is a 
daughter of Champion Broodmare, Our Table 
Mountain. 
 
One Way Traffic has won 4 races with 2 places 
from his 9 starts and stakes of R182 725. 
 
          capethoroughbredsales.com 

One Way Traffic rolled over them 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/news/it-was-one-way-traffic-for-cts-graduate-in-settlers
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New What A Winter x Gulf breeze filly zooming around at Drakenstein this morning.  
That makes her a  half-sister to G3 winner Fresnaye (Western Winter) 

Look Mom I can run fast….. 

https://racingassociation.co.za/
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Superstar three-year-old St Mark's Basilica, 
who beat Arc favourite Tarnawa in the Irish 
Champion Stakes this month, has been  
retired to stud with Aidan O'Brien describing 
him as possibly the best horse he's ever 
had at Ballydoyle and Coolmore's most  
important stallion prospect since Galileo. 
 
St Mark's Basilica will end his racing career as 
the joint top-rated horse in training and  
unbeaten at three following a flawless Classic 
campaign that saw him win the French 2,000 
Guineas and French Derby, Coral-Eclipse 
(above) and Irish Champion Stakes.  
 
The son of Siyouni missed an intended  
engagement in the Juddmonte International at 
York in August following a freak gallops incident 
in which his front shoe came off and hit his hind 
leg. 
 
He recovered in time to take on Tarnawa and 
Poetic Flare at Leopardstown but the soreness 
returned when coming back into full training  
following that thrilling success, so a decision 
has been made to end his racing career and 
begin what could be a glorious one at stud. 
 
Speaking about St Mark's Basilica's brilliance 
and the decision to retire him, O'Brien told the 
Racing Post: "He's a wonderful horse, possibly 
the best we have ever had in Ballydoyle. For 
us, he is as important a horse as has retired 
from here since Galileo, because he is a 
Siyouni. He gets his speed from him, and he 
relaxes and quickens and has all the  
determination from Galileo. 

"After the Irish Champion Stakes he was grand, 
but he was sore again when we got him back 
up to full work so that's why we had to pull back 
off him. I discussed it with the lads to let them 
know what the picture was. I ticked him over for 
a while and we had a chat about it." 
 
O'Brien stressed that the way in which St 
Mark's Basilica hung right up the straight at 
Leopardstown may have been down to the 
same injury picked up before the Juddmonte 
International. 
 
He said: "The lads asked me could it be what 
made him go right in the Champion Stakes.  
Obviously it was his near-hind and he was 
hanging off it, so I said I couldn't say it wasn't.  
 
“So they went away and thought about it for  
another two days and I spoke to them this 
morning and they've decided it is too big a 
chance to take with him. And it makes sense, 
because I couldn't say it wasn't what made him 
do that. I couldn't say it's the wrong decision for 
the horse." 
 
St Mark's Basilica was last year's champion two
-year-old in Europe. It may have taken him 
three goes to get off the mark but he ended his 
two-year-old campaign by winning the 
Dewhurst under Frankie Dettori.  
 
He kicked off his three-year-old season by 
storming home to land the Poule d'Essai des 
Poulains at Longchamp and returned to France 
the following month to win the Prix du Jockey 
Club at Chantilly. (to Page 15) 

‘Ballydoyle’s best’ St Mark’s Basilica retired 

Pic—Mark Cranham(racingpost.com/photos) 
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On both occasions, he was ridden to victory by 
Ioritz Mendizabal. Ryan Moore took over in the 
Coral-Eclipse at Sandown for what was St 
Mark's Basilica most visually impressive  
performance, as he swept by Mishriff and 
Addeybb with a devastating turn of foot. 
 
The Irish Champion Stakes proved to be his 
final start as he once again displayed  
impressive acceleration to thwart Tarnawa,  
despite drifting to his right all the way up the 
home straight. 
 
Speaking about the thrill of riding him, Moore 
said: "He really was a brilliant horse, a pleasure 
to ride in fact, and a dream for any jockey, but 
he relaxed so well and then quickened instantly 
when you asked him. He won five Group 1s on 
the spin and everything he has done this year 
has been extremely impressive. 
 
"It's a shame he had that little hiccup before the 
Juddmonte at York, and it wasn't easy for him 
last year as a two-year-old with the way things 
were with Covid, but he did everything that was 
asked of him on the track.  
 
“He was fantastic and always an exciting 
horse to ride. He will be remembered very 
fondly for what he has done." 
 
O'Brien said you could clearly see signs of  
Galileo in St Mark's Basilica, but his raw speed 
was his main asset. 

The master trainer added: "He's a typical  
Galileo in that he runs with his head out and 
down. That's what Galileo did best, and he is 
obviously getting the speed from Siyouni. He 
has a great ability to quicken, which is why, 
when we went to the Champion Stakes, we  
didn't care how slow they were going to go. It 
was always the same with him, because we 
knew he wasn't going to get out-sprinted." 
 
On St Mark's Basilica's being an alternative to 
Galileo lines, he said: "You can't go back to a 
Galileo mare with him, but one generation  
removed, he can go back. So the likes of  
Snowfall, who is out of a Galileo mare, by Deep 
Impact, she will be able to go back to him. Once 
it is one generation away, you can go back. 
That is what makes him so exciting." 
 
Of his importance at stud, Coolmore's David 
O'Loughlin said: "He's the most exciting  
prospect we've retired from Ballydoyle since 
his late grandfather Galileo. 
 
"He was European champion two-year-old, the 
highest-rated three-year-old in the world, a 
1,300,000gns yearling by a top sire in Siyouni, 
a half-brother to another brilliant horse in 
Magna Grecia, both out of Galileo's Group-
winning two-year-old Cabaret. He has  
everything and he'll get terrific support from his 
owners' broodmare band too." 
 
                        racingpost.com 

‘Ballydoyle’s Best’ retired--from Pg 14 
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As you may have noticed the previous few  
pages are occupied by the form for  
tomorrow’s race meeting on the Greyville 
Poly. This is due to a new collaboration  
between Turf Talk and  racebook.co.za  
 
From now on we will carry the card/s for the 
next day’s racing at the end of each day’s Turf 
Talk.  
 
www.racebook.co.za is designed for Trainers, 
Jockeys, Breeders, Owners and racing  
enthusiasts - Racebook is the most  
comprehensive online resource for the South 
African thoroughbred racing industry.  
  
Racebook’s features allow you to keep track of 
all your racing interests in a centralised system, 
accessible on your PC or mobile.  
 
All the information you might need is curated in 
one convenient place, making Racebook a “one 

stop shop” for everything from racing fields,  
results, form, stallions and broodmares data.  
 
Racebook has been completely redesigned to 
be more user-friendly and visually appealing to 
provide racing enthusiasts with a world-class 
platform. 

Turf Talk and Racebook team up 

https://www.racebook.co.za/
http://www.racebook.co.za

