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 He is the first person of colour to own a July 

winner so his racing colours will now be  

displayed on the wall of honour in  

Hollywoodbets Greyville’s Classic Room  

alongside many of South African history’s most 

famous racing silks. 

 

He said, “I was saying to myself ‘Do you really 

know what you did?’ It is breath-taking. I can’t 

explain it. You can buy a horse for R10 million 

or R55,000, it doesn’t matter, because this is 

what it is all about. I am really chuffed to be 

part of South African history.” 

Reynolds lives a minute away from Kenilworth 

racecourse but grew up in Grassy Park on the 

Cape Flats and he continued:  

 

“From my heart I want to thank the people of 

the Cape Flats for shouting for this horse and I 

now hope people will be able to approach  

trainers to get into this game and enjoy it the 

way I am.” 

 

Ashwin watched from home together with his 

wife Rene and sons Brandon and Aiden and 

said the neighbours must have believed “a 

Tsunami” had hit. (continues Page 2) 

Ashwin Reynolds, owner of Vodacom Durban July winner  

Kommetdieding, found himself sitting quietly for an hour at a time both 

on Sunday and yesterday trying to absorb what he had just achieved.    

Ashwin letting it all sink in 
Mr Reynolds didn’t get to lead in his July winner, so this Wayne Marks pic from last December will have to suffice  
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The neighbours asked politely the next day 

whether something had happened as they were 

not aware of his association with racehorses. 

 

Early in the race, when seeing his horse lying 

third last, he had predicted he was going to 

have to “pull my heart out of my ass”. 

 

He continued, “Before he hit the straight, I could 

see Gavin had made his move already. It was a 

wise decision to get a lead on the others.” 

 

The ‘tremor’ in the neighbourhood then began: 

“I didn’t stop shouting and my wife and sons 

were screaming at the top of their lungs!” 

 

Asked what transpired as Kommetdieding 

crossed the line he replied: “Everything just 

came back to me, I saw my late grandfather 

and my mother-in-law, and I just couldn’t  

anymore so I sank to the floor and broke down 

and cried.” 

 

Ashwin’s father passed away when he was 

eight-years-old and he was brought up by his 

grandfather Titus Reynolds. 

 

Titus in fact introduced him to horseracing. 

 

He recalled: “He used to allow me to write down 

the results for the quinpot.” 

 

His interest in the sport continued when he  

married into the Barnes family, who owned 

Jamestown United football club and also loved 

horseracing. 

 

Ashwin made it one of his goals to own a  

racehorse by the age of 40. He was invited into 

a syndicate by Ricky Achmat and acquired a 

ten percent share in a Dean Kannemeyer-

trained horse called Noordhoek Ice, who won 

one race.  

 

He described the excitement of that win and 

added: “Each and every win is a totally different 

type of excitement”. 

He continued: “Owning horses is almost like a 

drug. You then just buy and buy.” 

 

His first feature winner, also in a syndicate and 

trained by Kannemeyer, was African Warrior 

(below-Pic. Candiese Lenferna). 

One day he was sitting at home when Harold 

Crawford phoned him from a Sale he was  

attending with his daughter and training partner 

Michelle Rix and asked if he could buy a horse 

for him. 

 

“I replied yes but not for more than R80,000. I 

went around to their yard a few days later and 

they said to me ‘Here’s your horse, we got him 

for R55,000.'” 

 

Ashwin was taken back and replied:  

“This horse! You bought this ugly horse for 

me?! But in the next two weeks he just bloomed 

and continued to bloom.” 

 

Ashwin gave the horse his name after being 

challenged to do so by a friend one day over a 

couple of drinks. 

 

He explained: “It is Afrikaans slang among the 

Cape Flats coloured community and it means 

‘Bring it on’ as in ‘I’m not scared, bring it on’. 

 

“Such words said in English sounds alright but 

in an Afrikaans sentence it sounds terrible.  

 

“My Grandfather would have smacked me silly 

if he heard me using it.” (continues Page 4) 

Ashwin letting it all sink in-from Pg 1 
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https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/FFS/2021/downloads/Catalogue.pdf
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“It was not the sort of language expected of us, 

and he is waiting to smack me silly in heaven!” 

 

He added: “When I watch horses gallop, they 

go ‘wrrrrr’ past me and all look the same. But 

Sihle Cele came to me one day and said ‘This 

horse reminds me of Edict Of Nantes’ and I 

then knew I had a good horse.” 

Ashwin took 33/1 about him on his debut 

(above) and said, “He actually started at 35/1 

because everybody saw Crawford/Rix, Cele, 

Ashwin Reynolds …” 

 

Kommetdieding won his first four races  

including the Grade 3 Politician Stakes (below)

and was favourite for the Grade 1 Jonsson 

Workwear Cape Derby before being scratched 

for an overreach injury.  

He was defeated twice by Linebacker in Durban 

before the July, although neither race panned 

out perfectly. 

Ashwin travelled to those races and to the  

gallops (below) and said: “I must just thank 

Gold Circle’s PR lady Melanie and her team, 

they made us feel so important.”   

He unfortunately could not attend the July due 

to lockdown and recalled:  

 

“We were worried about Oom Harold going to 

the race because of his failing eyesight.  

 

“I invited him to come and watch at my place 

but he said to me ‘I am never going to see a 

race like this again’ and I then said you must go 

to the course.”  

 

The July victory was also tinged with sadness 

as a good friend of Ashwin’s, Jumat Cola, with 

whom he owned a winner earlier in the day 

called Bard Of Avon, passed away on Friday 

night. 

 

Ashwin began working at the age of 16 to  

support his family and was given his first job by 

well known horseracing owner Oswald Fouten.  

He later saved enough pounds during a two-

year stint in the UK working as a labourer to 

start his currently successful building and 

maintenance business. 

       www.goldcircle.co.za-David Thiselton 

  

    

  

 

 

   

 

  

Ashwin letting it all sink in-from Pg 2 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 

Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 



5 

 



6 

 

While after July day jockeys are not allowed to  
work in more than one centre ‘until further notice’, 
this clearly does not apply to NHA officials.  
 
Joburg is overwhelmingly the epicentre of the  
pandemic’s third wave, but that didn’t stop Gauteng  
stipes Andre Hoffman (right) and David Rahilly flying 
down to Gqeberha yesterday and back home again.    
 
And this Friday Justin Snaith (10), Candice Bass-
Robinson (6) and Glen Kotzen (2) are all taking horses 
to the Eastern Cape, and are at liberty to fly in and 
watch them run. Meaning no less than 18 Cape Town 
horses will hit the road, all accompanied by grooms.     
 
But a handful of disciplined, highly responsible professional riders are not  
allowed to ply their trade countrywide, totally contrary to the message from 
the government that the workplace should carry on as normally as possible.  
Go figure-you’re obviously far cleverer than I am if you can make sense of it.  

Jock Travel ban-go figure 
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Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Klawervlei Stud took a giant step towards a 
fourth breeders champion title in the past 
five seasons after their Kommetdieding and 
Linebacker ran 1-2 in Saturdays Vodacom 
July.  
 
Going into Saturday Wilgerbosdrift and  
Mauritzfontein (WAM) were about 200k ahead 
in what has become a two-horse race.  
 
But defending champions Klawervlei’s July 
cash injection of R1,6 million takes John 
Koster’s Bonnievale operation a fraction under 
R1 million clear with less than a month to go.     
 

After Saturday Klawervlei lead on R18,761,488, 
with WAM on R17,777,588. Another previous 
multiple champion Summerhill are a distant 
third on R11,083,613. 
 
Klawervlei also won in 2016/7 and 2017/8,  
before being beaten into second by the  
Oppenheimer family owned juggernaut in 
2018/9. 
 
WAM amassed an amazing R29,799,250 that 
time around, but in a reflection of this reduced 
stakes age, there is no way either of the  
protagonists can get anywhere that level by the 
end of this month. –tt  

Klawervlei Kommet ride to breeders title    
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Seven quality fillies have been  
supplemented to the CTS Select Fillies For 
Stud Sale, to be staged via the Meerkat 
online platform at 5pm on Friday, 16 July.  
 
The late support of Spies Racing (6 entries) 
and Woodruff racing (1 entry) brings the total lot 
number to 20 fillies and mares who are all well-
bred or black-type performed. 
 
The Spies consignment includes Gr1 winner 
Cockney Pride (Querari), Listed winner What 
You Are (Captain Of All) Listed-placed True 
Charm (Captain Al-right) and Gr2 placed  
Captain’s Run (Captain Al), the 800m course 
record holder at Turffontein.  
 
Woodruff entered Maledimo (Master Of My 
Fate), placed in the Gr3 Kenilworth Prix Du 
Cap. 
 
The catalogue is headed by 2021 Vodacom 
Durban July runner Running Brave (Brave Tin 
Soldier), recent stakes winner Hello Winter  
Hello (What A Winter) and multiple Graded-
placed, Wisteria Walk (Vercingetorix). 
 
The sale will be held via the Meerkat online 
platform and the minimum price that will be  
accepted for any filly is R30,000. 
 
For more information, please contact: Grant 
Knowles CTS Managing Director 082 882 9774 
View Catalogue HERE 

 
 
  

Seven new entries at Fillies For Stud    

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR 
THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-ffs
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Trainer Zietsman Oosthuizen and apprentice 
jockey Kyle Strydom formed a potent  
combination at the Fairview Polytrack on 
Monday. 
 
They combined with three winners (Shahidi, La 
Bastide, and Duchess Of State-above) to  
deliver a fantastic treble for owner Suzette 
Viljoen (one of the winners owned in  
partnership with Phil Molony).  
 
It was not an easy day for the punters, but the 
three-year-old Blingking was a very  
popular winner when he made it three wins in a 
row by winning a MR 78 Handicap over 1600m.  
 
This Gimmethegreenlight colt, previously 
trained by Brett Crawford in Cape Town, has 
now won all three his races since he joined the 
Alan Greeff yard in the Bay. Charles Ndlovu 
was in the saddle.  
 
Gavin Smith, Jacques Strydom, Cliffie Miller 
and Kom Naidoo joined Greeff as the trainers 
that saddled a winner each, with Oosthuizen 
dominating the meeting.  
 
Racing at Fairview will be back on Friday with 
eight races on the turf. Henk Steenkamp. 

Zietsman himself put the following post on  
Facebook, and also paid tribute to stable star 
Atyaab, who tragically had to be euthanased at 
Greyville on Saturday.   
 
“Treble for the stable and all ridden by Kyle 
Strydom for Suzette and Basie Viljoen. 
 
Shahidi , Duchess of State and La Bastide!!! 
Second time that owner Suzette Viljoen have a 
treble on one day and also 2nd time for Kyle. 
 
This treble I am dedicating to the great Attie 
who wasn’t just a horse I trained , he was THE 
horse who made dreams come true , he was 
my friend, my child and my hero and I loved 
him like no other .  
 
After the saddest of sad days on Saturday 
when our beloved Champion broke down and 
gone to heaven I struggle to see the light but 
today i know he looked after us and blessed 
us .  
 
Forever a Legend our Attie. Thank you Pauline 
Herman for the photos.” 

 

Triumph follows tragedy for Zietsman 
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