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                  ———Mondays with David Allan—–— 

Revitalisation through immigrant parents 

GRANDIFLORA (SAF) by a GB bred sire out of a GB bred dam gets home at Kenilworth. (Wayne Marks). 

A couple of weeks ago, this column was devoted to a satirical examination of the consequences of 

Australia’s dual nationality scandals, if indeed they are scandals, as they might apply to Winx and 

other racehorses of overseas-bred parentage. 

In considering South Africa’s place in the global 

thoroughbred world – as we often do in this column 

- I allowed some thoughts to drift along under the 

heading of overseas parentage in our SA gene pool. 

There will – indeed must - be more runners of  

completely overseas parentage in South Africa, with 

or without export freedoms, imported or bred in SA, 

as the years go on. 

 

Last week, in amongst a run of good fortune, we 

won with owner/bred Grandiflora (SAF) trained by 

Vaughan Marshall and ridden by MJ Byleveld. 

 

Grandiflora (SAF) is relatively unusual, having two 

immigrant parents. She is by Alado (GB) out of 

Messila Rose (GB) by the great broodmare sire  

Darshaan. In fact, she is in-bred to Darshaan which 

is especially exciting but that’s another story. 

In a South African Who’s Who index of prominent 

racing people and horses with immigrant parents, 

Grandiflora, when greatly successful, will find  

herself right next to Grant Knowles, Klawervlei’s 

and Tellytrack’s man-about-our-industry with whom 

she shares her first four letters. (We did not name 

her with this in mind.) 

 

We did so for Messila Rose and our favourite suite 

at a hotel named Hintlesham Hall that we owned for 

about fifteen years which gives its name to our  

Hintlesham Racing teams. Hintlesham Racing also 

had a winner on Saturday at Kenilworth as it  

happens). 

 

Grandiflora and Grant Knowles have plenty that is 

not in common. One can’t speak and the other one 

can. Both excel at a sport, but one involves running 

very quickly and the other does not involve running 

at all. But they share immigrant parentage. In fact 

GB parentage all round. 

In the days when irritating comments  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

Hintlesham Hall, the inspiration for Hintlesham Racing. 

DAVID ALLAN (...cont fm p1) 

 

about the England cricket team being full of South Africans 

were made funny by the joke “Where are the England 

Team staying on the SA Tour?” “With Mummy and 

Daddy”, those British people who have family members 

born all over the place due to “ex-pat” or forces or  

diplomatic corps residency saw nothing unusual. Our own 

daughter was born in Japan.’ 

Grandiflora’s index neighbour’s family stayed in South  

Africa and so must she unless conjuring up unlikely  

superstardom on the track or the export walls come  

tumbling down. Therefore her overseas pedigree will  

become integrated into the South African stud book, as also 

through her imported mother, imported auntie, a few half-

sisters, two nieces so far and several cousins all in SA. 

Some SA breeders have been importing mares for some 

time. Many stay “in private hands”.  Some are for owner/ 

breeding to race but some soon result in  

appearances in yearling catalogues. Some 

have enterprisingly been sold on at CTS 

Mare Sales with bargains to be had. As  

generations quickly develop, so will such 

appearances of overseas pedigrees in  

catalogues multiply. 

 

The TBA would do well to run courses 

in overseas pedigrees because there is 

no large corps of consultants and 

agents to handle the catalogue  

research and many of those  

responsible for buying are fitting the 

activity into a demanding training 

schedule as it is. This applies now, 

with the current export limitations. It 

would apply even more if freedoms 

generate greater inflow and outflow of 

horses and investment. 

There are of course many overseas bred stal-

lions in South Africa – more (USA) than 

from anywhere else. There are surprisingly 

few from (GB) and (IRE) and two very good 

ones from (GER), all of which could bear 

analysis. But familiarity with their female 

lines amongst yearling buyers is not  

necessarily a priority. 

 

South Africans do not “pile in” to first crop 

sires in the same way as elsewhere. They 

tend to wait and see. I generalise of course. 

Some first crop sires in SA have been 

“made” by trainers on a budget taking a 

chance. 

But on the whole, the overseas bred sires 

and many domestic new sires achieve  

popularity with buyers  – if they are going to 

– by success on the track (in SA, not by  

success elsewhere) by which time their own 

pedigrees are less important in any analysis. 

This is a more cautious -one might say pure 

- process than the rampant (and exciting) 

speculation in other markets.  

Overseas there is heavy focus on inspecting 

first crop foals and yearlings to form an 

opinion whether by experienced judges or 

youngsters hoping to progress in the  

industry.  (to page 3) 

Andrew Strauss, Middlesex and England Leader of men was 

born in South Africa and moved to England at 6. 

http://www.allanbloodlines.com/
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Darshaan by Shirley Heights by Mill Reef by  

Never Bend by Nasrullah 

Racing publications at Christmas and the New Year 

are forever asking bloodstock agents to predict the best 

first crop sires. 
 

(GB) (IRE) (FR) (GER) and even (USA) are separated 

only by very blurred lines. The suffixes are incidental 

technicalities based on where the birth takes place.  

Mares move around to be covered. Foals are pin-

hooked from country to country. Yearlings are 

bought to race around the globe. 

South Africa may move into that swim, or 

a swim with different overseas trading 

partners. We hope that it does and soon. 

But in any event, there will be a  

proliferation of fresh pedigrees in our SA  

catalogues that will bear study. 
 

In a brave and progressive move, the NHRA has 

employed overseas expertise to work on a Stud 

Book in dire need of “sorting out” for reasons 

discussed in other Monday Columns. It will be 

done. Our SA industry would benefit from more 

such moves – just a few – to inject fresh blood 

into the recycling of existing personnel and 

broaden some horizons. 

 

Thus might younger South Africans see a more 

vibrant employment opportunity and become our 

next generation. Thus might more overseas bred 

humans stay to contribute in South Africa along 

with the increasing number of overseas bred 

equines and the sons and daughters of immigrant 

sires and dams. -  tt 

HISTORY was made at Sunday’s Greyville meeting when the first official barrier trial was run over the  

polytrack 1000m prior to the first race. Barrier Trials have been introduced by Gold Circle for all  

unraced horses and those that have not raced for 120 days or more.  (Candiese Marnewick). 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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At the CTS Lanzerac Ready To Run Sale  
HERE are a few more two-year-olds to look out for at Thursday and Friday’s Lanzerac Ready To 

Run Sale at Durbanville. 

Lammerskraal Stud’s resident sire Go Deputy, 

whose Triple Crown winning son Abashiri is  

one of the early favourites for the G1 Sansui  

Summer Cup, has two on offer. His son Go  

Cowboy (lot 34) is very closely related to  

Breeders’ Cup winner and leading sire Awesome 

Again. Lammerskraal’s Sally Bruss says of the 

colt, “He is a late maturing colt but is very athletic 

with a lovely action.” 

The CTS Ready To Run Sale presents buyers with a 

rare, and last chance, to buy a daughter of multiple 

Champion Sire and Champion Broodmare Sire Fort 

Wood, sire of top fillies Dog Wood, Kimberley Mine, 

Athina, Shadow Dancing, Wendywood and  

Urabamba. Fort Wood is also damsire of numerous 

high-class performers including July winning  

Champion Marinaresco. Lammerkraal’s Sally Bruss 

says of this filly (lot 119), who has been named  

Awayinthewoods, “She is very racy, well balanced 

and has a good action. She is a full or half-sister to 

nine winners.” 

FEW can hold a candle to Julia Pilbeam’s  

Soetendal Estate when it come to preparing  

youngsters for a sale. We picked two on photos 

alone, as Julia doesn’t wish to single out any in her 

very nice consignment. First below is Lot 60 Quick 

Star (by Oratorio), Julia describes as “one that 

works very well, a half-brother to stakes performer 

Rodney from a strong female line.” 

The magnificent specimen below is Lot 122,  

Winter Storm and Julia comments: “I like What A 

Winter as a stallion because he produces horses 

like this!” Enough said. 

Below is a Horse Chestnut colt Lot 115,  

Casablanca, racy looking from Beaumont Stud. 
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Eamonn hoists the Tricolour! 

IRISHMAN Eamonn Cullen, whom many will remember as the  

former Marketing Executive of BloodStock SA, slipped into South 

Africa last week on a holiday he predicts could turn into a longer-

term stay. He won’t get into trouble with the authorities for hoisting 

the Irish flag, and he probably won’t get into trouble with SA rugby 

supporters either -  they’ve given up, had enough. Eamonn is keen to 

apply for Allister Coetzee’s job as coach to the Big Useless. 

One South African to be proud of... 

FORMER Phumelela executive Debbie Hawkins, these days  

Operations Manager at the Association of Racehorse Trainers  

Singapore, paid an unexpected visit to Macau at the weekend to 

award trophies at the Macau Jockey Club’s celebration of the New 

Zealand Ready To Run Trophy. Nice to see Debbie doing so well 

and she is someone we can be proud of. Her, and Branden Grace.  

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/coup-de-grace
https://www.facebook.com/artsoffice23/?timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=690989201
https://www.facebook.com/artsoffice23/?timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=690989201
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Royal Crusade, highly thought of. 

De Kock stable’s crusade 

is set to continue 
THE Mike de Kock team is in devastating form at  

present, having saddled 11 winners so far in the month 

of November, the latest good day yielding four  

winners at the Vaal on Saturday. 

 

The yard’s top form is set to continue at the Vaal’s 

Classic track on Tuesday afternoon, when 12 runners 

will make the trip to the country track and all have 

money chances. 

 

“We’ll keep our foot on the pedal,” said Mathew de 

Kock after the Vaal meeting on Saturday. Asked to 

pick two from the Tuesday bunch, he said, “Shufoog 

and Royal Crusade.” 

 

Mike de Kock has described Shufoog (AUS) as “one 

helluva filly” – she made a cracking winning debut at 

Turffontein last week and will be hard to beat in Race 

2 over 1200m. 

 

Royal Crusade won his second career start over 1600m  

at Scottsville back in May and has been rested 

since. At the time, Mike de Kock commented: 

“He’s very nice, a big and strong colt but still a 

bit soft so he has lots of improvement coming.” 

 

Chances are that Royal Crusade, a son of Silvano, 

has made the expected improvement because  he 

returns in a competitive MR80 Handicap over 

1800m. “He’s fine, he will run well,” said 

Mathew.’  - tt. 

WINCHELL Thoroughbreds and Three  

Chimneys Farm’s GI Breeders’ Cup Classic hero 

Gun Runner (Candy Ride {Arg}–Quiet Giant, 

by Giant’s Causeway) will make his final start in 

the $16 million GI Pegasus World Cup in Janu-

ary, after which he will retire to stand the 2018 

season at Three Chimneys. 

“I have been fortunate enough to own several 

great horses, but Gun Runner is clearly at the top 

of my list,” said part-owner Ron Winchell, who 

also campaigned leading sire Tapit and several of 

his top offspring. “He is the horse of a lifetime. 

His brilliance was recognizable early and im-

proved with every season. His consistency, 

soundness and race recovery were comparable to 

none. These traits should serve him well as a stal-

lion. I am a believer.”  - TDN. 

Gun Runner to stud after 

Pegasus in January 

Gun Runner. 
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Mixed Sale on Wednesday 
 

THE BSA Johannesburg Mixed Sale will be held 

at the Randjesfontein Training Centre Clubhouse 

this Wednesday 15 November, and offers buyers 

the chance to acquire well-bred potential  

broodmares as well as horses who are ready to win.  

 

Among the lots of interest are: 

 

Lot 3 Mutawaary –this well bred grandson of Fast-

net Rock has been placed in five of his seven  

outings and looks like winning very soon  

 

Lot 5 Royal Rose –a winning daughter of Dynasty 

and a Gr2 daughter of Rory’s Jester, this filly 

surely rates an exciting stud prospect 

 

Lot 6 Star Profile –this Gr3 daughter of Bold  

Silvano offers both current racing appeal, she has 

competed against the likes of Desert Rhythm, 

Green Plains and Folk Dance, and has future 

broodmare potential 

 

Lot 7 Tipping Point –this winning daughter of  

Philanthropist is a half-sister to two stakes winners 

including Gr3 Matchem Stakes hero Changingoft-

heguard 

 

Lot 10 Triple It –an unraced three-year-old, this 

filly is by champion sire Trippi out of 12 time 

stakes winning millionaire Mannequin 

 

Lot 13 Yaamen –fourth on his only start over 

1200m, this 3yo is a son of champion sire Silvano 

out of Oaks winner Tajmeel 

 

Lot 17 Captain My Captain –regally bred son of 

champion sire Captain Al, he won a good race last 

time out and can build on that, having race against 

Bold Respect, Dutch Philip and Gold Image 

 

Lot 21 Hot Curry –son of Judpot won again last 

time out and has now won two of his last four 

 

Lot 22 Hungry Heart – a filly with loads of  

broodmare appeal, she is a winning half-sister to 

Fillies Guineas winner Maybe Yes 

 

For information contact Ashley de Klerk: 

bsa@equine.co.za.  - BSA Media. 

NOTICE: Bloodstock South Africa now has its 

own website which is www.bsa.co.za. The 

www.tba.co.za have maintained their address 

but they have a new website.  

CAPTAIN My Captain has found winning confidence 

and looks a good prospect at BSA Mixed Sale. 

THE MONDAY CARTOON 

Miss Frankel injured, X-rays needed 
 

MISS Frankel will have to go for X-rays after she 

failed to run on in a MR72 Handicap over 1000m at 

Kenilworth last Thursday. Fittingly, she looked a  

million dollars in the preliminaries and went off at  

9-10 favourite. She travelled well up to a point, but 

failed to finish off and plodded into fifth, beaten by 

well-tried Nanna Anna. 

 

Trainer Dennis Drier said the filly was lame in the off

-fore knee, which now casts doubt over her  

immediate racing future.  - TAB News. 

http://www.bsa.co.za
http://www.tba.co.za
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