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At Best, a cloak-and-dagger story... 

SUSPENDED UK trainer Jim Best believes he has to look over his shoulder for BHA spies. 

LAST weekend Attorney Robert Bloomberg and trainer Mike de Kock accused South Africa‟s  

National Horseracing Authority of being “high-handed” and “running roughshod over many in  

dictatorial fashion”. In the UK, suspended trainer Jim Best feels the British Horseracing Authority 

(BHA), is tracking his movements, FBI style. Read on. 

JIM Best believes the British Horseracing Author-

ity (BHA) is still out to get him after a mortifying 

return to the track last Monday. He was initially 

refused entry to Brighton Racecourse by an angry 

gateman and reports that he was tracked around the 

grounds by green-jacketed BHA officials. 

 

The sport‟s ruling body denies such a thing. 

 

Best had his licence suspended at the end of 2016 

after a disciplinary panel decided he told a jockey 

to stop two horses. He was never banned from the 

sport and was permitted to go racing even during his 

suspension, which ended in June 2017. 

 

Best stayed away from racecourses while  

suspended, in any event, but made his return to the 

track on Monday at the invitation of a friend, trainer 

Emma Owen, who had a horse running at the  

meeting. 

 

“As soon as I arrived, there was this (to page 2) 
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JIM BEST (..cont) 
 

gateman shouting: „You‟re not allowed to come in 

here, you‟re a banned person!‟” Best said. “It was 

really embarrassing. I said: „Who told you that?‟ 

He said: „The BHA have told us you‟re not  

allowed in here!‟ He was shouting.” 

 

At Best‟s insistence the gateman was persuaded to 

make a phone call to check on his status. At length 

the true position was discovered and Best was  

admitted. 

 

“Once I was in, I walked around near the 

paddock and I noticed there were these 

BHA officials looking over at me. I wouldn‟t 

exactly say they were following me but they 

were five feet away and I‟d walk away and 

turn around and they‟d be another five feet 

away. I could feel their presence. 
 

“I didn‟t stay long, I didn‟t even stay to see 

Emma‟s runner. I had a little walk around and went 

home. To walk into your local course, where I‟ve 

had plenty of success, and to have that treatment 

… To have that embarrassment, to have someone 

feel they can talk to you like that … 
 

“I‟m aware the BHA wanted a longer punishment. 

But I‟ve served my time and you‟ve got to move 

on.” 

 

In response to Best‟s experience the BHA issued a 

statement which said: “The BHA did not instruct 

the racecourse to deny access to Jim Best. In this 

instance the stewards acted to correct the  

misunderstanding as swiftly as possible and he was 

permitted to enter. BHA officials did not follow 

Mr Best and received no instruction to do so.” 

 

Best has no immediate plans to try to recover his 

licence. His wife, Suzi, applied for a licence in  

December in the hope of sustaining the business at 

their Lewes yard. The BHA has yet to make a final 

decision on her application. -  Story and photo fron 

The Guardian, edited to suit. 
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SAY, SAY, SAY, WHAT YOU WANT... 

Irish Champions Stakes 

weekend at Leopardstown 
 

DUAL 2,000 Guineas winner Churchill heads a field 

of ten runners for the Group 1 QIPCO Irish Cham-

pion Stakes on the opening day of Longines Irish 

Champions Weekend at Leopardstown on Saturday. 

 

His trainer Aidan O‟Brien has also declared Epsom 

Derby runner-up Cliffs Of Moher and Taj Mahal for 

the €1.25m contest and the trio will be joined by  

British raider Eminent, trained by Martyn Meade and 

ridden by Frankie Dettori who is bidding to equal 

Michael Kinane‟s record of seven wins in the prestig-

ious ten-furlong event.  

 

The cross-channel challenge is further strengthened 

by the Sir Michael Stoute–trained Poet‟s Word and 

Decorated Knight, winner of the Group 1 Tattersalls 

Gold Cup at the Curragh in May. 

 

Winter, the dual 1,000 Guineas winner and more re-

cently successful in the Group 1 Coronation Stakes at 

Royal Ascot and the Qatar Nassau Stakes at  

Goodwood, features among the 12 declarations for 

the Group 1 Coolmore Fastnet Rock Matron Stakes.  

 

The Group 2 Clipper Logistics Boomerang Stakes 

sees seven horses face the starter, headed by impres-

sive course and distance winner Alexios Komnenos, 

trained by Fozzy Stack and Aidan O‟Brien‟s Sir John 

Lavery which has been supplemented for the race.  

 

Once again a full field of 18 runners will go to post 

for the Ballylinch Stud EBF Fillies Maiden, the  

opening race of Longines Irish Champions Weekend. 

The Irish Stallion Farms EBF „Petingo‟ Handicap 

boasts 20 runners while 18 runners, including the 

much-improved Silverkode, trained by Joe Murphy, 

will line up for the Irish Stallion Farms EBF 

„Sovereign Path‟ Handicap. 

 

Pat Keogh, CEO of Leopardstown Racecourse, said, 

“Longines Irish Champions Weekend is a great  

initiative for Irish racing and the concept is certainly  

working very well. The opening day of the fixture at  

Leopardstown on Saturday oozes class from start to 

finish which is certainly appropriate for an event of 

this stature.” - Galway FM 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Not from a 

„Chappies‟ wrapper! 
 

SUMMERHILL‟s Stud supremo 

Mick Goss sent out a mail shot  

yesterday reminding everyone that he 

has a formidable stallion on the farm 

called Linngari. The ten-time  

Champion Breeders are just out of 

the limelight at the moment, but they 

didn‟t get where they are with the 

help of  statisticians. Over the years 

the right stallions were acquired for 

the farm, hundreds of money-

spinning runners were produced on 

the spectacular Mooi River farm and 

if there is a reason why that can‟t 

continue, please let us know! 

 

Here is Mick’s DID YOU KNOW for 

this week, and it’s not from a  

bubblegum wrapper: 

 

Did you know that… 

 

*Linngari ‘s progeny have already 

won  427 races in Europe, the UK 

and South America. 

 

*He has more than R56-million in 

stakes to his credit. 

 

*He’s had eight stakes winners and 5 

Gr1 performers. 

 

*As a racehorse, he had 8 black-type 

performances in 4 different countries, 

including two Gr1 wins, earning over 

R30-million.  - tt 

Linngari, eight stakes winners and 5 Gr performers. 

... and staying in Kwazulu-Natal 

FROM the KZN Breeders website, a foal by Galileo stallion 

Flying The Flag (Bush Hill Stud) from Esterel, born at 

Clifton Stud. 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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RUBY Walsh is best known for his brilliance over jumps but he 

will line up against his Flat counterparts as he takes the ride on 

Renneti at Leopardstown on Saturday. 

 

The 2600m handicap, which is worth €150,000, will be the scene 

for the multiple champion jockey's first ride on the Flat for four 

years aboard the Willie Mullins-trained eight-year-old. 

 

He said: “Renneti is a bit Jekyll and Hyde. When he is on song he 

can be quite good, but when he‟s not in the mood he runs no sort of 

a race at all. I get on well enough with him and if he was to come 

alive on the day, you‟d like to think that he‟d have a chance. 

 

“He has a lot of weight and he'll need to be in good humour to win 

a race of this nature.” - Racing Post. 

Ruby Walsh, will be going flat out. 

Ruby takes on Flat Racing colleagues 

TEAM Valor’s Barry Irwin (second right) returns to Mike de 

Kock’s yard for the first time since Irridesence (2006), with 

Smokey Affair, who debuts for the yard in Race 6 (15:15) over 

1450m. Mathew de Kock said: ‘It looks like she needs further, 

but she is fit and has a winning chance.” 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.proboost.co.za/
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