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“Chemical Warfare” debate in US Triple Crown 

Some say drugs prevent damage to thoroughbreds, others say it masks illness. 

MINT juleps, fancy hats, two minutes of exciting racing… and… medication for the horses? 
Not a problem, say the folks who run Churchill Downs, home of the Kentucky Derby. Actually, 
there is a problem, counter Washington lawmakers representing areas that host the other 
two legs of racing's fabled Triple Crown. 

The three races showcasing the US nation's best 
three-year-old thoroughbreds are the crown jewels 
of the racing industry. A push to bar race-day  
doping has the backing of the owners of Baltimore's 
Pimlico Race Course, which hosts the Preakness 
May 19, and New York's Belmont Park, where the 
Belmont Stakes will be run June 9. 
 
But Kentucky's Churchill Downs, which holds the 
first leg of the race, the Run for the Roses, on May 
5, is withholding support. So is most of the state's 
congressional delegation, though one of the state’s 
own, Rep. Andy Barr, has twice introduced the  
legislation. 
 
Barr, a Kentucky Republican, and his Democratic co-
sponsor, Rep. Paul Tonko of New York, who  
together co-chair the Congressional Horse Caucus, 
have more than 100 co-sponsors for the legislation. 
 
They include, notably for a divisive Congress, polar 
opposites such as Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla, an  
outspoken House conservative, and Rep. Debbie  
Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla., a former chair of the 

Democratic National Committee, whose district  
includes Gulfstream Park. 
 
The legislation, which would create a federal  
authority and uniform standards for drug use, would 
replace what Barr said are “inconsistent rules” 
across 38 different racing jurisdictions. It would also 
prohibit trainers from administering drugs on race 
days, bringing the U.S. in line with its horse racing 
counterparts in Europe, Dubai and Hong Kong. 
 
“The reputation of American horse racing is really 
contingent on us replacing this diverse patchwork of 
conflicting and inconsistent rules governing  
medication policies with uniformity,” said Barr, who 
represents the Lexington area, a stronghold of 
horse owners and breeders. 
 
“We want people to know they are betting on the 
quality of the athlete and jockey and pedigree, not 
what medication they are using or are not using,” 
Barr said. 
 
The Coalition for Horse Racing Integrity, (to p2) 
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CHEMICAL WARFARE (fm p1) 
 
which is supporting the legislation, hopes to have a 
Senate bill introduced before the Kentucky Derby. 
 
All but two of New York state’s 27 members of  
Congress are co-sponsors of the House version, and 
it has the support of the New York Racing Associa-
tion, the non-profit that runs three of the state’s  
largest thoroughbred tracks including Belmont Park. 
 
There’s also considerable support from the California 
and Florida congressional delegations, where the 
Stronach Group owns the Santa Anita racetrack north 
of Los Angeles and Gulfstream Park, north of Miami. 
Stronach, which enthusiastically backs the measure, 
also owns the Maryland Jockey Club, which includes 
the Pimlico track. 
 
The bill has yet to have a hearing and Churchill 
Downs’ refusal to sign onto the legislation has most 
of Kentucky's delegation holding back, say advocates. 
 
"A lot of our Kentucky representatives are looking to 
Churchill Downs to see where they stand on the  
issue, and currently they seem to be happy with the 
status quo," said Staci Hancock, who along with her 
husband, Arthur, and other owners and breeders 
founded the Water Hay Oats Alliance in 2012 to push 
for an end to race-day doping. 
 
“Enacting the Barr proposal would remove involve-
ment of the independent regulatory agencies that are 
publicly accountable and transparent who adhere to 
public ethics laws and other requirements that safe-
guard due process and ensure that policy is made in 

public and not on a whim,” said Ed Martin, the 
group’s president. 
 
Many trainers are opposed to the legislation and a 
group that represents veterinarians who treat  
racehorses opposed the introduction of Barr’s bill, 
largely because it includes a race-day ban on  
furosemide, known as Lasix — a diuretic now legal 
to administer on race day in the U.S. and Canada, 
but banned in most major racing countries. 
 
The use of Lasix has long divided the horse racing 
community. Horse owners and breeders contend 
that its use can mask illness and that it adversely 
affects global demand for North American horses. 
Supporters say it’s critical to prevent damage to 
the racing horses’ lungs caused by bleeding during 
exertion. 
 
Barr does have a former Kentucky lawmaker on 
board. Rep. Ed Whitfield, who resigned in 2016, 
joined the Water Hay Oats Alliance, and is pushing 
for a hearing on the legislation. 
 
Whitfield said he chaired a congressional hearing a 
decade ago on the use of steroids in horse racing 
at which the late Hall of Fame trainer Jack Van 
Berg memorably likened doping in the industry to 
“chemical warfare on the tracks.” 
 
“We want our horses to run and compete with their 
natural abilities, not with performance enhancing 
drugs,” Whitfield said.—McClatchydc.com 
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Stars may be aligned for 
grey jumper Baie De Iles 

 
SHOULD the popular grey Baie Des Iles win Saturday’s  
Randox Health Grand National, her name will become 
etched into Aintree folklore alongside galloping household 
names like Red Rum and Aldaniti. 
 
Victory would be a momentous first for a female jockey, 
with Katie Walsh, who finished third on Seabass in 2012, in 
the saddle. Baie Des Iles would also be the first mare to win 
it since Nickel Coin in 1951, the first seven-year-old since 
Bogskar in 1940 and only the fourth grey horse to land the 
prize. 
 
To add extra spice, Baie Des Iles is trained by Walsh’s  
husband, Ross O’Sullivan. 
 
He said: “All the stars really need to align for it to happen 
and we will need a lot of luck. It’s a fairytale kind of thing 
but there is the odd fairytale in the National.” 
 
Despite the statistics being stacked against Baie Des Iles, 
her 33-1 odds reflect a candidate with an attractive profile 
for this unique marathon test. 
 
Her runs include a fifth behind future Cheltenham Gold Cup 
winner Native River in last season’s Welsh National. Baie 
Des Iles also gave O’Sullivan the biggest win of his short 
training career in last season’s Grand National Trial at 
Punchestown and was third in that race this season, trying 
to give weight to two horses — Folsom Blue and  
Isleofhopendreams — who subsequently ran well in the 
Irish National. 
 
Crucially, Baie Des Iles will also be suited by the rain-
softened ground at Aintree. 

BAIE Des Iles with jockey Katie Walsh and husband Ross (right), 
his father Johnny (left). 

O’Sullivan, 35, said: “Her Welsh National 
run was probably an above average year. 
Native River won it from Raz De Maree, 
who went back to win it this season. 
 
“She won over fences as a three-year-old in 
France. She ran in the Irish National (sixth 
in 2016) as a five-year-old and a Welsh Na-
tional as a six-year-old. Even though she is 
seven, she has been around a while. 
 
O’Sullivan said: “Katie beat me on a good 
few occasions. I knew it was time to pack 
up when she beat me one day in a bumper 
at Tramore. I finished second and she won 
it.” 
 
Now combining forces, they have the 
chance to pull off a historic win.—Marcus 
Townend/Daily Mail. 

Please pray for Bonji 
 
SA Jockeys Association Chairman Tex  
Lerena, jockey Francois Herholdt and  
Tellytrack’s Deez Dyanand have asked the 
racing community to pray for injured  
champion  jockey Anthony Delpech who, 
after all the tests and specialist medical 
opinion following his fall on Saturday, has 
been diagnosed with a disc herniation and 
a damaged spinal cord. He will undergo an 
operation this morning. 
 
His agent Dyanand wrote: “Whilst it's  
devastating news, like a true Champion  
Anthony  remains positive and thanks his 
family, friends and racing fans for their well 
wishes and support. 
 
“His wife, Candice, apologies for not  
responding to all the messages that they've 
received as it's just not possible but she 
assures you all that Anthony will get to 
read each and every message when he'll 
be rehabilitating back home. Also, whilst 
the family are overwhelmed with the  
support, they kindly request some privacy  
during this trying time and updates will be 
posted by Candice when necessary.”  
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Sleeping on the job! 

THIS is the latest addition to the Racing Post Foal  
Directory: A Poet’s Voice filly bred by Gow Equine and who 
is enjoying some special attention in finding herself in this 
world. 

JOCKEY MJ Byleveld came to work at Summerveld in his 
pyjama pants this morning, though he is never one to 
sleep on the job! Gold Circle’s Warren Lenferna (left) and 
Bernard Fayd’Herbe are others on the pic. 
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