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MENDELSSOHN is the name on everyone’s lips! 

Coolmore’s big Kentucky Derby dream 
WHEN Ryan Moore slipped off the monstrous Mendelssohn after the pair had demolished their 
rivals in the UAE Derby at Meydan on Saturday, one of the first observations of the jockey was 
that the son of Scat Daddy can only get better. 

Mendelssohn barely looked as if he had broken 
sweat to defeat UAE Oaks winner Rayya by just over 
18 lengths. In the process he thrust himself firmly 
into the Kentucky Derby picture and made the 
dreams of Coolmore and Ballydoyle instantly more 
vivid. 
 
In some lists last season’s Breeders’ Cup winner  
Juvenile Turf winner is as short as 5-1 favourite for 
the Run For The Roses on May 5, but he is best with 
Coral at 8-1 alongside former market leader Bolt 
D’Oro. 
 
“He is a high-class horse,” Moore said. “He has now 
done it on dirt. You'd have to go a long way to see a 
better performance than that. There is more  
improvement in him and there is more  
strengthening to come. He has grown up a lot, but 
he’s still learning and he is trained by a genius.” 

Aidan O’Brien will consult with the Coolmore team 
before making the final decision but having already 
won the Qipco 2000 Guineas at Newmarket on a 
record-breaking eight occasions surely the twin 
spires of Louisville have a greater magnetism. 
 
“We are over the moon,” O’Brien said, having won 
the Group Two contest for the third time. “He is 
bred to handle the dirt, being by Scat Daddy. But 
that was an unbelievable performance. We weren’t 
sure how he would handle the distance but you 
would have to say he saw it out pretty well. 
 
“He is naturally very quick and has a lot of tactical 
early speed. He did it the hard way but he did so 
easily. He is very well bred and has a great  
physique and you can see why he cost the lads a 
lot of money at the sales. We will look forward to 
going to Kentucky with him now. (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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MENDELSSOHN (fm p1) 
 
“He is a terrific horse. Very exciting.” 

Mendelsssohn is a half brother to champion US 
mare Beholder, who got better with age.  
MV Magnier played a key role in buying  
Mendelssohn for $US 3-million at the Keeneland 
September sale in 2016 and having banked 
£888,888,89 in Dubai and £447, 154.47 at Del 
Mar in November the Coolmore triumvirate are 
well on the way to recouping their big outlay. 
 
“The Kentucky Derby was always the dream,” 
Magnier revealed. “If we thought he could be half 
as good as Beholder and get him to win on the 
dirt it is something we aimed to do, but we aim 
quite a lot and don’t always hit.” 

– Geoffrey Riddle/Racing UK. 

April 1 in the land 
Down Under 

HERE’s an article carried on 1 April on  
punters.com.au, showing the Australian sense 
of humour during the collapse of their  
cricketing integrity. 
 
The 'Sandpapergate' scandal that has engulfed Test 
cricket has claimed more victims, with South Africa's 
Vaal Racing Club now refusing to allow bets from  
Australian punters due to the apparent integrity threat 
of an "engrained culture of cheating". 
 
Since 2006, Tabcorp and its national racing  
broadcaster Sky Channel have been beaming South 
African gallops into the pubs, clubs and lounge rooms 
of Australian punters, but that agreement looks under  
permanent threat after this morning's extraordinary 
announcement from Vaal Racing Club President Rhino 
Paraca. 
 
"The flagrantly corrupt actions of the Australian test 
cricketers at Newlands was clearly not an isolated  
incident," said Paraca, in reference to the ball-
tampering scandal that brought about 12-month  
suspensions for Australian Test leaders Steve Smith 
and Dave Warner, and a 9-month ban for 
'sandpaperer' Cameron Bancroft. (photo).  
 
"Cheating is obviously engrained in the Australian 
sporting culture and we don't want those dollars  
funding our thoroughbred racing industry.  
 
"Integrity is king in horse racing and without being 
able to closely monitor betting patterns and wagering 
flow, we no longer feel a relationship with the  
Australian gambling dollar is viable nor in our club's 
best interests." 
 
Vaal – for years a favourite late-night ‘get out’ punting 
venue for Australian horse investors chasing their  
losses – is situated in the heart of the Vaal Triangle, 
just an hour’s drive from the Wanderers Cricket  
Stadium.—punters.com.au. 

Mustaaqeem, back to war 

Mustaaqeem, working well. 

CHAMPION colt Mustaaqeem has been accepted 
to run in Saturday’s Gr3 Man O’War Sprint over 
1100m at Turffontein and Callan Murray has  
taken the ride. 
 
Unbeaten at 2, Mustaaqeem made a handicap 
return to racing after layoff and injury and  
finished close-up in fourth, a run which  
disappointed his supporters but not the Mike de 
Kock stable, who asked for more understanding 
considering his ring-rustiness. 
 
De Kock, speaking from on board a flight to  
Sydney for the Inglis Easter Sale, noted this  
morning: “We don’t have many options with  
Mustaaqeem, programming sprinters with a  
rating as high as his rating is impossible. 
 
“He is very well in here at the weights and has 
improved on his last start. He galloped very well 
on Tuesday which gave us the confidence to run 
him. He has had his niggles but seems to be on 
the up. Due to the lack of races for him, this Man 
O’War was an obvious choice.” - tt. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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TWITTER IS 12 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR!  
WHY AREN’T YOU ON THERE?  

GET YOUR PROFILE UP…. 
FOLLOW US 
@turftalk1 

Evergreen Lloyd, 100 up 

 
PREMIER jockey Jeff Lloyd, who has hinted at  
retirement, bounced back from a bout of ill health 
to bring up 100 Queensland winners for the third 
season in a row at Doomben. 3, 
 2018 
Lloyd missed the Sunshine Coast last Sunday and 
then stood down from riding on Wednesday with a 
stomach virus. He got a medical clearance to ride 
at Doomben on Saturday and won on Pah Terie 
before taking the Open Handicap (1050m) on 
Gracida. 
 
Lloyd has ridden more than 100 winners in 
Queensland for three seasons in a row and has 76 
metropolitan winners, which puts him well on the 
way to riding more than century in the city for the 
second year in a row. 
 
Lloyd was able to bounce Gracida ($2.70) to the 
front on a leader-biased track and held on to beat 
In his Stride ($9.50) by 0.75 lengths. “Once he 
got to the lead I could dictate the pace and he ran 
the fastest final 600m sectional for today,” Lloyd 
said. 
 
Another former South African Sean Cormack, who 
returned to full time riding on the Sunshine Coast 
last month, has ridden seven winners in the past 
11 days.  
 
Cormack rode a double at the Doomben midweek 
meeting on March 14 and followed that with a 
double on Bodega Negra and Trommelschlagen at 
Doomben on Saturday. –TAB News. 

JEFF Lloyd, never say die! 

A six-pack from Summerhill 
 
THABANI Nzimande, yearling manager at Summerhill 
Stud, has arrived in Cape Town with Summerhill’s  
six-strong draft for next week’s CTS April Yearling Sale. 
He gives his views on each, below: 
 
Lot 49: Pomodoro filly 
An athletic, quality filly; nicely balanced with an athlet-
ic quarter, ample depth, a nice classic shoulder and 
forearm. She has the scope to be a decent filly. Has 
the advantage of being grey! 
 
Lot 92: Master Of My Fate colt 
Smart, compact, close coupled individual. He has a 
decent hind leg, sprinter's shoulder and forearm and 
good depth through middle. He's clean legged and has 
a busy, workmanlike walk on him 
 
Lot 182: Captain Of All colt 
Well-grown colt close coupled individual with a good 
hindleg on him. He is typical of his father in as much 
as he has plenty of depth and good walker and has 
strong hind engine 
 
Lot 253: Captain Of All colt 
A well grown colt, scopey athletic sort with bit of a 
Captain Al head about him. He is good bodied and well 
balanced with solid hind leg, a nice sloping shoulder 
and well proportioned. He has a big elastic walk. 
 
Lot 261: Captain Of All colt 
Medium sized colt that covers ground, has good hind 
leg as you'd expect from Captain Al tribe, also good 
depth through the middle and respectable shoulder 
and forearm. 
 
Lot 201: Wylie Hall filly 
Well grown filly, strong bodied, she is nicely balanced, 
she has a decent hind leg and a spring of rib, an  
attractive head and eye and she has a good walking 
stride. 

Lot 201: Wylie Hall filly. 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
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Kundalini… El Gran Senorita 

KUNDALINI, a daughter of El Gran Senor from the 1993 
Sydney Sale, was the last filly to win the SA Classic (1994 
renewal). Owned by Hilda Podlas and Emmanuel  
Cambouris, Kundalini was trained by Patrick Shaw and rid-
den by Johnny Geroudis. The 2018 SA Classic takes place 
at Turffontein Saturday and there are no fillies in the field. 

Way to Go, Sheikh Mo! 

SHEIKH Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Maktoum is well known 
in South Africa for his association with Mike de Kock and 
Sean Tarry and his huge success in Dubai with the likes of 
Asiatic Boy and Mubtaahij. Here he is, seen at the Inglis 
Easter Sale yesterday, and dressed in a cool “Western” 
Outfit. Someone has to say it… the Desert Highnesses look 
so much better in normal attire. Of course our normal is 
different from theirs but eish… we’ll add our five cents 
worth anyway! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/

