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TALISMANIC, the stunning French runner, is quietly fancied to win the Dubai World Cup. 

DWC: Mirror, Mirror on the Wall... 
IF the Dubai World Cup was a beauty contest, Talismanic would be odds-on favourite. The 
stunning bay is a much-talked about horse in the desert this week and if he can bring his turf 
form to sand he can win this gruelling test of thoroughbred ability. 

French handler Andre Fabre, who is hoping that  
Talismanic can provide him with a victory in the  
Dubai World Cup on Saturday, hardly needs an  
introduction. 
  
A 24-times champion trainer in France, he was the 
first European trainer to make it onto the Honour 
Roll of the Breeders’ Cup Classic thanks to the  
unheralded Arcangues. He has also scored in count-
less classic races like the Epsom Derby, the Prix du  
Jockey Club, as well as the Prix de l’Arc de  
Triomphe, which he has lifted an astonishing seven 
times. The one race though that has eluded him so 
far is the Dubai World Cup. 
  
Fabre, who is Godolphin’s main trainer in France, 
has been to Dubai many times, but the striking  
Talismanic, whose bold face and white stockings 
attracts attention wherever he runs, might be his 
best chance yet to win the big race. 
  
“Talismanic has always been a very good horse,” 
confirmed Fabre, who is based in Chantilly, France. 
“Remember he was fourth in the Prix du Jockey Club 
at three and that was the year that the horse was 
affected by the virus.”  

The virus, which struck his yard in 2016, today is 
only a distant memory and certainly hasn’t stopped 
the 5-year-old son of Medaglia d’Oro and Magic  
Mission from turning into a top-class performer. 
When he lined up at the start of the Breeders’ Cup 
Turf in Del Mar last year, he might have only been a 
Group 2 winner, but that quickly changed when he 
was launched down the straight by Godolphin’s 
jockey Mickael Barzalona.  
  
“In France, most of the time there was no pace and 
so he had to make the running,” the trainer said. 
“The only race where there was some pace was the 
Prix Maurice de Nieuil (G2) where he came from 
behind and showed some acceleration. And that 
was the same in the Breeders’ Cup where he also 
came from behind. In races with no pace it is easy 
to get trapped.”  
  
There should be ample pace in this year’s Dubai 
World Cup, but it will be Talismanic’s first attempt 
on the dirt and his trainer admitted: “I have to be 
fair, there is a question mark about the surface. I 
didn’t want to run Talismanic and Cloth of Stars in 
the same race and Talismanic was in great shape, 
so I thought I’d line him up in this race. (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za


2 

 

TALISMANIC (fm p1) 
 
“My feeling is that to run on dirt you need more 
strength. It is a surface that favours stamina and 
resistance more than speed. And Talismanic has the 
confirmation and the pedigree to act on this  
surface.”  
  
Fabre concluded: “I don’t know what sort of chance 
he has, I have no idea. It is a big race with the 
horses from North America and Japan. It is very 
exciting, and I respect all the American horses, but 
there is no Curlin or Arrogate this year.” 
  
An Andre Fabre trained contender always  
commands respect and Talismanic is no exception. 
On Saturday the seasoned traveller will be ready for 
the big moment and should he take to the surface, 
he could well provide Fabre with one of those few 
podiums that are still missing in his illustrious  
career.— DWC Notes Team. 

How to bet on DWC 
 
THE $10-million Dubai World Cup, over 2000m on 
dirt at Meydan Racecourse on Saturday, has been 
included as Race 11 on Saturday’s Turffontein 
card. TAB will operate betting on the full Dubai 
World Cup race meeting at Meydan and players 
should note that the Dubai World Cup is Race 9 on 
the Meydan card. Use Race 9 Meydan for all  
single-race bets, like Win and Place, with TAB on 
the Dubai World Cup. 
 
For multi-race bets involving the Turffontein  
meeting and a leg in the Dubai World Cup the bet 
must be placed according to the Turffontein race  
number. 

DUBAI WORLD CUP BETTING 
 

WORLD SPORTS BETTING have priced up on the 
Dubai World Cup as below: 

 
1-1 WEST COAST 
7-1 North America 

8-1 Forever Urbridled, Talismanic 
9-1 Gunnevera 

12-1 Thunder Snow 
14-1 Pavel 

20-1 Mubtaahij 
33-1 Awardee 

66-1 Furia Cruzada 
 

SA RUNNERS AT THE DWC MEETING 
 

Race 3: 14:50 AL SAHEM (M de Kock—A 
Delpech 

 
Race 7: 17:35 Dubai Turf JANOOBI (M de 

Kock—J Crowley) 

CHRISTOPHE is value at 12-1: Thunder Snow. 

Thunder Snow, “in great shape’’ 
 
THUNDER SNOW, the horse Saeed bin Suroor hopes 
can provide him a eighth winner of the Dubai World 
Cup finished his preparations with a gentle 2000m 
canter around the Al Quoz training track on Thurs-
day afternoon. 
  
“He is in great shape and this was the race we 
hoped to aim at from the beginning of the Dubai 
World Cup Carnival so we are delighted to be in the 
field,” Bin Suroor said.  

“Obviously it is a strong race with those campaigned 
at the carnival joined by very good horses from 
America and Japan so it is both competitive and  
exciting. It is always a big night for all at Godolphin 
and we are very much looking forward to it.” 

Gunnevera, the 9-1 chance, galloped once around 
the Meydan oval at a leisurely pace and seemed to 
be traveling easily after incurring a foot bruise on 
Wednesday.   
 
“It was very, very good,” trainer Antonio Sano said. 
“The work is finished now, so we’ll know tomorrow 
how he does. He’s ready.”  

A farrier worked on Gunnevera’s left front foot on 
Wednesday, soaking it and removing the shoe  
before replacing it on Thursday morning. The 4-year
-old colt schooled in the starting gate on Thursday 
and jogged briefly afterward, and he  
continued to be monitored by the farrier for the rest 
of Thursday. Sano pronounced that Gunnevera 
seemed to be completely over the setback as of his 
Friday appearance at the track. 
  
“Luckily, he recovered 100%,” Sano said. “It’s all 
OK.” Gunnevera changed leads while completing his 
morning exercise and did not display any  
tenderness, Sano said that exercise rider Victor 
O’Farell related to him at the conclusion of the  
gallop.—DWC Notes Team. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Mathew de Kock’s take on 
feature runners, Turffies 

 
PEARL of Bahrain, who brings some fair Gr2 form 
into Saturday’s Listed Oaks Trial over 2000m  
Turffontein, could give Mike de Kock’s yard a follow-
up win in this race after Belle Rose held on to beat 
Wind Chill in this contest last year. 
 
Both last year’s winner and runner-up were rated 
85, but Pearl Of Bahrain is probably a few points 
better than her current 79 and assistant trainer 
Mathew de Kock said: “I give her a good eachway 
chance. She ran a fair race in stronger company last 
time when she was in the deep end, she is looking 
for this trip and I’d give her good eachway chance.” 
 
Mathew said that Glamorous Scandal was “similar 
type of filly” who is also likely to enjoy 2000m and 
had a place chance, while Zargun, on pedigree, is 
also certain to stay but was more limited than her 
stablemates. 
 
Mathew was confident that Hakeem could win the 
Listed Derby Trial and said: “If he stays I think he 
will go very close. There is a question mark as he is 
by Redoute’s Choice, but his damline is stout and 
he’s working very well.” 

Both The Dazzler and Big Parade won’t have a  
problem seeing out 2000m. The Dazzler is consid-
ered to have place prospects but Big Parade will 
need to lift his game. “Big Parade is becoming lazy 
in work and in races and if he doesn’t shape  
tomorrow we will recommend to owner Costa 
Livanos that he be gelded.” 
 
Sir David Baird, on which Ryan Munger gets to ride 
in a race for the first time, is the stable’s  
representative in the Gr2 Senor Santa Stakes and 
Mathew said: “He’s very speedy so we trying  
something different, we’re bringing him back in trip. 
He’s well, has a chance.” 
 
Dame Eleanor ran on strongly in a handicap won by 
Schippers last week and Mathew reckons she has a 
big chance. “She was unlucky last time, she is an 
older filly with a handy weight and in with a shout 
here. Best Kept Secret is slightly under sufferance, 
she is honest and has a place chance.” - tt. 

PEARL of Bahrain, Oaks Trial hopeful. 
ABASHIRI: Colorado King Stakes. 

Azzie expects a good 
show from Abashiri 

 
ABASHIRI hasn’t won since he clinched the Triple 
Crown with his Derby success in April 2016, but 
he’s shown clear signs of a return to his best and 
tomorrow, almost two years after his big moment, 
he could return to winning ways in the Gr2  
Colorado King Stakes over 2000m at Turffontein. 
 
Abashiri ran on well to take second to Cascapedia in 
January’s London News Stakes over 1800 and he 
hasn’t raced since, but trainer Mike Azzie told Turf 
Talk on Friday: “He is in a good space, fit and well. 
We’re aiming at the Champions Challenge in May, in 
which Corne Orffer will also take the ride, and we’re 
expecting a bold showing tomorrow, he is looking 
good.” 
 
With a spread of only 2.5kg from top to bottom in 
this competitive field, Abashiri should certainly be a 
factor and it will be nice to see him pick up winning 
ways again. 

TWITTER  
is a nice place to hang out… 
you’re welcome to join us… 

@turftalk1 

NOTE: NO TT NEWSLETTER MONDAY 
We’re taking a day off on Easter  
Monday, back on Tuesday 3 April 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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The centre of attraction 

AIDAN O’Brien, the world’s leading trainer, was the centre 
of attraction at Meydan in Dubai this morning. O’Brien will 
be represented in four races on Dubai World Cup day – the 
UAE Derby, Al Quoz Sprint, Dubai Turf and Sheema  
Classic. One billion racing fans around the globe are  
expected to watch the desert extravaganza tomorrow. 

Horses sell good products 

HORSETOWN Brewery has partnered with the UK’s Racing 
Welfare to promote the well-being of the workforce of 
horseracing in the UK. They are having a promotion  in 
Middleham, Yorkshire tomorrow during which all  
benefactors will be assured that the product is not  
consumed during working hours. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/

