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TRAINER Dallas Stewart with his star mare, Forever Unbridled. 

‘Ladies Man’ Stewart’s 
mare has the mettle 

TRAINER Dallas Stewart has always had a way with 
fillies and mares dating back to the days he galloped 
Winning Colors, who became the third female Kentucky 
Derby winner in history in 1988, while working as an 
assistant to renowned trainer D. Wayne Lukas. In fact, 
seven of his nine career Grade 1 victories have come 
with a female runner.  

This Saturday, Stewart will attempt to make history with the 
most accomplished runner he has ever trained when he  
saddles Charles Fipke’s champion Forever Unbridled for the US 
$10 million Dubai World Cup Sponsored by Emirates Airline. 
 
The 6-year-old Unbridled’s Song mare will be attempting to 
become the first female winner in the 23-year history of the 
race. To date, To The Victory (Jpn) has been closest when 
second to Captain Steve in 2001.  
  
“She can compete with the boys,” Stewart said. “I’ve been 
around a couple of good ones and she’s right there. When you 
run a filly against the boys, you need to feel like they have a 
chance to win. She’s not three, she’s six, so she’s older than 
most of the males she’s facing. Not only is she older, but she’s 
had some great accomplishments. Given those factors and 
how she’s doing, we’re going to go for it.” 
 
Stewart, 58, is making his first trip to Dubai and a win in this 
prestigious race would be the biggest of his career.  

The native of McCombs, Mississippi spent 
11 years working for Lukas and in  
addition to Winning Colors, also worked  
closely with Lady’s Secret, who beat 
males in the 1986 Whitney Handicap (G1) 
and was named that year’s Horse of the 
Year. He went out on his own in 1997 
and to date his runners have won nearly 
$47 million. 
 
Among his most prestigious wins have 
been with 2006 Kentucky Oaks winner 
Lemons Forever, the dam of Forever  
Unbridled, the 2001 Breeders’ Cup Distaff 
with Unbridled Elaine and the 2017 
Breeders’ Cup Distaff with Forever  
Unbridled, who became his first champion 
after her victory.  
  
Since arriving in Dubai on March 21,  
Forever Unbridled has only made Stewart 
more confident heading into Saturday’s 
race.  
  
“She’s a really, really good racehorse,” 
Stewart said. “She’s won at eight  
different racetracks. She had three starts 
and three wins last year, so she’s  
definitely dedicated to winning.  
 
“Whether or not she can beat the boys, 
that’s what we’re going to try and find 
out. It will be a great pay day if we can 
get it done, but more importantly, it will 
be a great accomplishment for her. 
 
“All through her career she’s been very 
talented. She had an ankle injury early on 
and we gave her the time off that she 
needed.  
 
“She’s bigger and stronger now. She’s not 
your typical mare. She’s big and strong. 
She’s massive. She has great energy all 
the time. She’s come here ready.” 
  
Forever Unbridled is scheduled to be  
retired after the Dubai World Cup and be 
bred to top stallion Medaglia d’Oro, who 
closed out his career with a second in the 
2004 edition of the race. Stewart says he 
is not thinking about that just yet. 
  
“My only concern is getting her ready for 
Saturday,” Stewart said. “We’re proud to 
be here. We’re happy for the invite. 
Hopefully, she’ll represent. She’s always 
represented us well in the past.” 
 
Owner Fipke, who arrived in (to p2) 
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LADIES MAN STEWART (fm p1) 
 
Dubai on Wednesday, got to see his champion 
mare on the track for the first time on Thursday 
when she went out at 5:15am for a 2400m gallop 
under her longtime rider Pedro Velez.  
 
“She looks pretty awesome,” Fipke said. “She’s still 
getting acclimatised, but she looks very nice.  
Dallas calls all the time and has been giving me 
positive reviews.” 
 
When asked what went into the decision to run 
Forever Unbridled in the Dubai World Cup, Fipke 
said, “She’s quite valuable. To run in a $1 to $2 
million Group 1 when she’s worth 15 times that 
doesn’t make sense to risk her. But, for a big purse 
where she could win $6 million, it’s worth the risk. 
 
“If she wins, she’ll be the first mare ever to do 
that. It’s nice to be first. I like to be first with 
whatever I do.” 
 
-DWC Notes Team 

Baffert’s World Cup  
runners are well settled 

 
WHILE fine-tuning the training of his two entries in 
the Dubai World Cup, Mubtaahij and West Coast, 
Bob Baffert said he considered the quality of the 
international field akin to that of a race in the 
Breeders’ Cup.  
 
“You can’t come in here with a ‘B’ horse,” he said. 
“I’m really excited and it’s a privilege to be here, but 
this race is a challenge. You can’t be afraid to get 
them beat.” 
 
To ensure both horses go into the starting gate with 
the best chance of winning, he sent them there for 
a schooling lesson first thing Thursday morning  
before each galloped over the main track. 
 
“The gate here used to be smaller. Silver Charm 
didn’t fit in it,” said the trainer, who won his first 
Dubai World Cup with Silver Charm in 1998 and 
then added the 2001 edition with Captain Steve and 
last year’s running with Arrogate. “You have to get 
them used to it because it’s narrow (compared to an 
American gate). So, this gives them a chance. When 
they get in there it might get a little tight, so you 
just back them out of there and put them in again. 
I’ve always done that when I school horses.” 
 
West Coast, the reigning American champion 3-year
-old male, looked the picture of health as he 
seemed to float over the well-groomed dirt track 
shortly after 5am under Dana Barnes.  
 
Mubtaahij, who was second in the 2016 Dubai 
World Cup and fourth in the race last year, seemed 
right at home on the track where he won the UAE 
Derby in 2015 and has made 10 previous starts 
when Barnes galloped him shortly after 7am. 
 
“They fluffed up the track and it has a cut in it and 
they both went over it great. West Coast likes this 
kind of track, a soft, sandy track. He looks really 
good and he looks strong. He hasn’t lost a pound. 
They’re both pretty happy,” said Baffert. 
- DWC Notes. 

Bob Baffert. 

Janoobi has prospects 

 
MIKE de Kock is hoping that having a bit of a 
home court advantage will play in to Janoobi’s  
favour when he goes to post in the Dubai Turf  
Saturday night. He will be making his fifth straight 
start over the Meydan turf course. 
  
“He’s the kind of horse that if he gets this his way, 
he could run into the money,” de Kock said. “He 
may not be as good as some of these, but one 
thing about him is, he’s honest. He could have a 
bit of an advantage in that he didn’t have to travel 
and he’s been around the block a few times. I’ve 
seen it before where horses with lesser ability, but 
have been training here, jump up and run out of 
their skin Carnival night.” 
  
Janoobi, who is coming off a third in the Group 1 
Jebel Hatta Sponsored By Emirates Airline at  
Meydan March 10, had his final work Tuesday on 
the training track and has been stayed primarily in 
de Kock’s yard since. 
  
“He’s in good form and I couldn’t be happier with 
him,” De Kock said. -  tt. 
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Figures up at buoyant 
Fasig-Tipton Sale 

THREE seven-figure 2-year-olds, including two sold 
for $1.2 million each, bolstered the Fasig-Tipton 
Gulfstream sale on Wednesday, as the auction 
posted the second-highest average and median in 
the sale's history, and the highest in both catego-
ries since the move to Gulfstream Park in 2015. 
 
"It was an extremely strong marketplace at the 
upper end," Fasig-Tipton president Boyd Browning 
Jr. said. "There were multiple bidders on the horses 
that performed well, vetted well, made good  
videos, and that's the same environment we've 
lived in for a couple of years." 
 
Lot 9, a Medaglia d'Oro filly, got the bidding started 
early when she sold for $1,200,000. By the sire of 
champions Songbird and Rachel Alexandra, she 
was purchased by Stonestreet Stables from the 
consignment of Niall Brennan Stables, agent. She is 
from the family of grade 1-winning millionaire 
Dream Supreme and grade 1-winning juvenile and 
proven sire Majestic Warrior. 
 
Also dropping the hammer at $1,200,000 was Hip 
77, a colt by popular juvenile sire Into Mischief. His 
immediate family includes grade 1 winners Irish 
Smoke and Book Review. 
 
Notably, 14 horses sold for $600,000 or more, up 
from eight in 2017. 
 
"(There was) great attendance and distribution of 
the buying population across the board," Browning 
added. "All in all, I thought it was a strong horse 
sale. We continue to see selectivity in the market-
place. The market is healthy. It is not exuberant, it 
is not crazy."  - Bloodhorse. 

The worldwide importance 
of the Dubai World Cup 

 
ONE of the important features of regular  
international racing is that it paves the way for an 
accurate guide to the relative merits of racehorses 
from virtually every country in the world. 
 
But, there are always grey areas, and Frank Gabriel, 
senior official at the Dubai World Cup since 2005, 
believes Meydan provides much of the missing infor-
mation so important when compiling world ratings at 
the end of the year. 

 
 
“Meydan and the World Cup meeting play a key role 
in international racing,” Gabriel said. 
 
“The World Cup night itself provides a series of 
world class races, over different distances, on dirt 
and turf. 
 
“It is the direct competition between horses from 
those different countries that allows racing to make 
comparisons and compile accurate ratings,” he 
pointed out. 
 
There is no doubt the world ratings published at the 
end of the calendar year are now more reliable than 
ever, given the access to video and statistical form 
data by a large, varied panel of international  
handicappers, who study it on a daily basis. 

Gabriel sees Dubai providing a unique chance to as-
sess horses outside their comfort zone, and on  
foreign soil. 
 
“American sprinters competing on turf at the highest 
level....they don’t get many opportunities,” he  
pointed out. 
 
Gabriel speaks highly of the overall depth and quali-
ty of this year’s World Cup card while also acknowl-
edging that there are no ‘super’ horses this time 
around. 
 
“Japan and the States have sent good quality, we 
have an Australian in the sprint, and we are thrilled 
that Andre Fabre has supported us with such a 
strong entry. Bob Baffert, of course....” - ERA. 

Frank Gabriel. 
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Brown seals it with a kiss 

TREVOR Brown, assistant to Mike de Kock in Dubai for 15 
years, has only worked with Al Sahem for a few months, 
but has taken a liking to the smart son of Silvano.  
Al Sahem finds himself at his peak for Saturday’s Dubai 
Gold Cup, a race in which the De Kock yard has had a  
second (Star Empire, 2015) and a third (Zanzamar, 2012) 
in previous years. (Photo by Diane de Kock). 

SOME THURSDAY RELIEF 
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