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DUBAI World Cup winners Prince Bishop (left) and African Story. 

A tale of two Dubai World Cup stars 
IF the G1 Dubai World Cup winner happens to be of the calibre of Champions Dubai  
Millennium, Street Cry or Singspiel, then retirement from the racetrack automatically brings 
with it all the trappings associated with being a top Darley stallion. 

But, what happens when the winner is a gelding, 
one not equipped for employment in the breeding 
barn? 
 
At one time, this may have posed a problem. After 
all, taking into account the average life expectancy 
of the thoroughbred racehorse, there could be 15 
years or more ahead of an equine athlete, who has 
trained and raced intensively early in his career  
before being retired.  
 
But at Godolphin, a happy solution has been found 
— now there is, most definitely, life after World Cup 
triumph, and it’s all part of the successful Godolphin 
rehoming program, which provides the framework 
for retraining racehorses for new careers after  
racing. 
 
For example, African Story and Prince Bishop,  
winners of the Dubai World Cup in 2014 and 2015, 
respectively, have settled into new jobs, teaching 
by example the vast numbers of young horses bro-
ken in and engaged in pre-training in Newmarket. 
 
Both have brought their own individuality to the 
new role, and both are much loved by staff and 
riders, according to Kate Grimwade, Manager of Pre

-Training for Godolphin. 
 
“They are both very different. African Story is very 
good. He is a very easy ride, he’s very genuine, and 
he acts as a good lead horse for the young ones. 
 
“Prince Bishop, on the other hand, can be very 
naughty. He can drop his rider without much warn-
ing.  But we all love him. He’s such a character. 
 
“I suppose you could say one is showing them what 
to do, while the other is showing them what not to 
do,” she laughed. 
 
Educating the ‘babies’ as they come through the 
Godolphin system is a vital part of the process in 
getting young talent to the racecourse. There are 
seven yards at Hamilton Hill and horses can be  
stabled there from three to 12 months, depending 
on the progress made by the individual  and also 
the instructions of the respective trainers. 
 
African Story and Prince Bishop have a nice life. 
They even take a holiday — for five months, no less 
— at Woodditton Stud, on the outskirts of  
Newmarket in the British summer. Nobody would 
complain about that.—godolphin.com 
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SAEED bin Suroor with Thunder Snow. 

Bin Suroor’s views on 2018 Dubai World Cup 

THERE aren’t many people who know more about 
winning on Dubai World Cup night than Saeed Bin 
Suroor. The Godolphin trainer has won what was 
until last year the world’s richest race no less than 
seven times, and he heads back there on Saturday 
with the enigmatic Thunder Snow. 
 
The 4-year-old is one of eight runners for the Emirati 
handler at Saturday’s showpiece meeting, an  
important day for all involved with Godolphin. 
 
The former policeman, currently tenth in the TRC 
Global Trainers’ Rankings, has had a typically good 
Dubai World Cup Carnival, with 14 winners, but he 
missed out on the leading trainers’ accolade for the 
first time - to Godolphin colleague Charlie Appleby, 
who celebrated a treble on Super Saturday on March 
10. (Appleby lies fourth in the TRC rankings at the 
moment.) 
 
If that hurt, Bin Suroor, who turns 50 in November, 
doesn’t let on. In fact, he rarely gives away much at 
all, although a faint smile suggests he is keener on 
two of his World Cup team than the others - Darley 
home-breds Thunder Snow and Benbatl. Even so, 
he’s realistic about his chances. 
 
“World Cup night is important for people in the UAE, 
and in the past we’ve done good,” he says, from 
behind dark sunglasses and under a Godolphin cap. 
“This year it’s tough as the best horses are coming 
from all over the world. If we could win one race, 
that would be great for us.” 

He nominates Benbatl, winner of the G3 Hampton 
Court Stakes at Royal Ascot before two smooth 
wins, including a G2, in Dubai, as his best chance of 
a winner. He is one of three runners for the handler 
in the $6million Dubai Turf, along with Leshlaa and 
the filly Promising Run. It is Dubawi colt Benbatl, 
though, who gets him excited, despite having been 
beaten last time out in the G1 Jebel Hatta on Super 
Saturday. 
 
“He’s improved physically again, but it is a very 
tough race, as usual,” he says of the nine-furlong 
Dubai Turf.  “Last time the draw [ten] didn’t help 
him, really, and I could see that when he jumped 
from the stalls he wasn’t happy, and he was wide 
throughout the race. Then he looked like he was 
going to win, but just got beaten on the line. 
 
“He’s good. But we need something more from him 
in this race. If he wins or runs well then he’ll be 
exciting for the big races in Europe.” 
 
What of Thunder Snow, who won the UAE Derby 12 
months ago before famously bucking his chance 
away in the Kentucky equivalent? The Helmet colt 
was second, beaten by the re-opposing North 
America, in the G1 Maktoum Challenge on Super 
Saturday. 
 
“He’s doing good, but he didn’t show us what we 
needed in his last run and we were disappointed 
with him,” Bin Suroor said of the horse who has 
won him two French G1s.  (to page 5) 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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BIN SUROOR (fm page 2) 
 
“But we’ll forget that race and he’s been well and 
happy, fresh, since. If we can get a good draw and 
keep away from the kickback, that will help a lot.” 
 
The veteran trainer, the only man to have won  
Dubai World Cups on both Tapeta [African Story in 
2014] and dirt, is unconcerned about an apparent 
speed bias on Meydan’s main track on Super Satur-
day. 
 
“It’s about the pace, the dirt is nice, we don’t  
complain about that, but it depends on the pace 
and where the jockeys put the horses,” he says. 
 
With the flat season already underway in Europe, 
Bin Suroor and his team will depart for their  
Snailwell Road base in Newmarket shortly after the 
World Cup meeting.  - extracts from TRC. 

LEGAL Eagle, in search of his third successive Gr1 
Horse Chestnut Stakes, is doing well in preparation 
for the 7 April contest at Turffontein. 
 
Now six years of age, Legal Eagle came into the 
Horse Chestnut as a four-year-old after having run 
second to Smart Call in the 2016 J&B Met. He 
trounced Captain America by 3.5-lengths. 
 
Then, at five last year, he came off second to 
Whisky Baron in the Sun Met to defeat French  
Navy by 2.40-lengths. 
 
History seems to repeat itself in regular patterns 
when it comes to SA’s champion horse. What can 
we expect in 2018? 
 
“He’s fresh after the Met and we’ll stick to the plan 
again,” said trainer Sean Tarry on Wednesday 
morning. “I am happy with his work, we’ll be  
giving him his final grass gallop at Randjesfontein 
tomorrow.” 
 
With Legal Eagle being he proverbial “Boogie 
Man”, only ten other entries have been received 
for the Horse Chestnut—among them three-year-
old Surcharge, whose trainer Stuart Pettigrew is 
willing to take on the big gun and company.—tt. 

Legal Eagle is prepping 
well for Horse Chestnut 

Legal Eagle, big gallop tomorrow. 

Janoobi cracks a draw 

MIKE de Kock, who reported last night that Sheikh 
Hamdan’s runner Janoobi is “flying” ahead of the 
Gr1 $US5-million Dubai Turf over 1800m on  
Saturday, will be pleased with a Number 6 draw for 
the race. “In the top shape he’s in, Janoobi has the 
ability to place in this strong line-up,” said De Kock 
 
The draws for Saturday’s features were being done 
at a ceremony in Dubai as we got today’s  
letter ready for distribution. More news will follow 
on our website. 

TWITTER IS 12 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR!  
WHY AREN’T YOU ON THERE?  

GET YOUR PROFILE UP…. 
 

FOLLOW US 
@turftalk1 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://twitter.com/turftalk1


6 

 



7 

 

‘Soumi’s latest milestone 

ACE jockey Christophe Soumillon rode his 3,000th   
career winner when he won the Prix du Carrefour Rose on 
Lilly Kaféine at Chantilly on Monday. Soumillon set a record 
in a French season booting home 306 winners last season. 
He rides Thunder Snow in Saturday’s Dubai World Cup. 

Bobwatch: Another quoted gem 

Another quote of the day from trainer Bob Baffert, popular 
with the racing media in Dubai: "They weighed West Coast 
the other day. I don't understand kilos. The only kilos I 
know is when I grew up near the border they said they just 
caught a guy with 50kg. Every time I hear kilos I think 
drugs." (Courtesy Geofrey Riddle). 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/

