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TRAINER Satish Seemar with Dubai World Cup hopeful, North America. 

Seemar’s living the North American dream 

AS Dubai’s senior trainer, Satish Seemar has experienced all the massive changes in the  
Emirates racing landscape, and he could be forgiven for taking another big night at Meydan as 
a matter of course. Yet, with five runners to saddle on Saturday, he is approaching the world’s 
richest single day’s racing with the enthusiasm of a rookie.  

“I’ve been here for 27 years,” he said. “It’s the 23rd 
year of the Dubai World Cup, and this is the best 
team I’ve ever fielded on the big day.”  
 
His flagbearer is North America, whose appearance 
in the Dubai World Cup Sponsored by Emirates  
Airline he describes as fulfilling “a dream.”  
 
“Since His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum built this amazing racecourse and then 
started the Godolphin sales of horses, it was his way 
to tell the rest of us to get on and do something 
different,” Seemar explained.  

“I interpreted that as to mean introducing private 
ownership, which I started on straight away. I can 
proudly say that three of my five runners have 
come from the Godolphin sales, including North 
America, and are all owned by different people,  
including a syndicate which has Raven’s Corner.”  
 
North America, the mount of stable jockey Richard 
Mullen, takes pride of place, after progressing 
through the three rounds of the Al Maktoum  
Challenge with a better placing each time.  

Seemar said, “He’s done nothing but improve since 
he arrived at Zabeel Stables, after I bought him for 
Dh140,000 at the April sale in 2016. He came as a 
maiden rated 75 and was very impressive when he 
won for us first time out by eight lengths. He then 
won one handicap by eight and three-quarter 
lengths and another by a length and a quarter, 
beating Heavy Metal. And finally he won a Group 3, 
the Firebreak Stakes, by seven lengths.  
 
“Before World Cup day it rained for 36 hours, and 
he hadn’t the experience for the sloppy going in the 
Godolphin Mile, plus being drawn wide didn’t help 
him at all. When I woke up on the morning of the 
race, I knew it wasn’t going to be my day, so we 
had to write it off.”  
 
Starting with a clean sheet this year, North America 
was well beaten in the Al Maktoum Challenge R1, 
ran Thunder Snow to a neck in the second round 
and turned the tables on the Godolphin contender 
by an impressive five and a quarter lengths in the 
final stage.  

Seemar explained: “The plan was to  (to page 2) 
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take it steady with him this year. I wanted to run 
him earlier than we did, but it didn’t work out  
because I didn’t think he was 100 per cent ready 
to go. You have to swallow your ego and  
excitement, and listen to the horseman’s voice in 
your head. That’s what we did, and slow and 
steady, he’s peaking at the right time.  
 
“He’s a thorough gentleman of a horse to deal 
with, no attitude, no dangerous playing around, 
just a gentle giant. He has one rider, Abdul Sattar, 
who’s my oldest staff member at Zabeel. In fact, 
it’s a mystery how old he is. He’s a very small, 
fragile man, but he has great hands.”  
 
Seemar added: “We’ve not done anything special 
with North America in the build-up. We always 
work five days out, and his final work-out was on 
Monday as a wake-up call. If everything goes well 
and the draw is kind, I feel we’re as good as any 
other horse in the field. It’s the first time I’ve felt 
that at a high level of racing. We definitely belong 
there.” - DWC Notes Team. 

Stayers’ incentive is  
welcomed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TOP UK trainer JOHN Gosden (photo) believes  
breeding stayers is "not a dead end street"  
commercially and has called on the industry to do all 
it can to promote horses with stamina. 
 
Speaking at the launch of the £1 million Weatherbys 
Hamilton Stayers' Million series at the Jockey Club 
Rooms in Newmarket on Monday, Gosden welcomed 
the introduction of any initiative that would  
incentivise the breeding and ownership of staying 
horses, who he said have the ability to bring the  
attention of the general public to racing. 
 
"We have to open our minds and to have our stayers 
promoted in every way possible, otherwise we will 
end up with pretty boring and one-dimensional  
racing," he said. "There is no doubt staying races 
capture the imagination and anything we can do, we 
must. 
 
Gosden also challenged the notion that breeding 
staying horses is not as commercially viable as  
producing speedy juveniles and argued that there are 
plenty of opportunities for those who show talent 
over an extended trip. 
 
"And if you've got a lovely staying horse who goes on 
top, then the Australians will be knocking your door 
down, so it's not a dead end street, quite the  
opposite - there's a hell of a future for these horses." 
- RP Bloodstock. 

Pettigrew aims at the top 
 
THREE-year-old colt Surcharge is among the  
entries for the R1-million HF Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut Stakes over 1600m at Turffontein on 
Classic Day, Saturday 7 April. 
 
This son of Gimmethegreenlight has been aimed 
at the R2-million SA Classic over 1800m on the 
same day but trainer Stuart Pettigrew was  
apparently so frustrated after his charge drew No 
18 for the Grade 1 race for three-year-olds that he 
decided to give himself an alternative on the same 
card. 
 
Pettigrew will have until Wednesday to make up 
his mind with regard to where he wants Surcharge 
to run as declarations for the SA Classic close at 
11am. 
 
Legal Eagle’s entry may have scared off a few 
owners and trainers but supplementary entries 
close at 9am on Thursday 29 March with  
declarations by 11am on Tuesday 3 April. 
 
Entries for the R1-million HF Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut Stakes (Grade 1) over 1600m at  
Turffontein on Saturday 7 April are: 

 
BRAZUCA (J J van Vuuren) 60.0; CORAL FEVER 
(R R Sage) 60.0; DEO JUVENTE (G V Woodruff) 
60.0; FRENCH NAVY (S G Tarry) 60.0; LEGAL 
EAGLE (S G Tarry) 60.0; LIEGE (S G Tarry) 60.0; 
ROMANY PRINCE (O A Ferraris) 60.0; UNAGI (G 
M Alexander) 60.0; NOTHER RUSSIA (M F de 
Kock) 57.5; ORCHID ISLAND (M F de Kock) 57.5; 
SURCHARGE (S T Pettigrew) 57.5. -  TAB News. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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Remembering Colorado King SATURDAY’s Gr2 Colorado King 
Stakes over 200m at Turffontein is 
named after the famous South  
African horse won ten races for 
trainer Syd Laird including the Gr1 
Cape Derby and the Durban July.  

Sold to an American racing  
partnership led by William R. Hawn, 
he raced under the Poltex Stable 
banner in California. There, under 
trainer Wally Dunn, Colorado King 
won six races in 1964 including the 
Hollywood Gold Cup in which he 
defeated Native Diver, the Ameri-
can Handicap where he equalled 
the world record for 1800m, and 
the Sunset Handicap over 1900m 
by seven lengths. In 1965 he won 
once in nine starts before  
being retired to stud. On the photo, 
Colorado King (by Grand Rapids) 
poses with Marlene Laird, young 
Alec and Amanda Laird. -  tt. 

A small stud farm with a Golden Touch 
NEVER-say-die breeders Gary and Jackie Jolliffe 
of  Golden Touch Thoroughbreds have three nice 
lots on offer at the CTS April Yearling Sale,  
discussed below. They always present value. 

Lot 29 :- Cavalieri, By leading 2yr old sire and 
1st season 3yr old sire Oratorio out of  G2  
winning Mare, REFLECTIVE IMAGE. “A scopy, 
rangy colt with an engine like a Ferrari (or is that 
a British Bar Maid?), a family on the move!” 

Lot 121:-  Dancing Duke, By Duke Of  
Marmalade out of La Pirouette, a full Sister to Met 
Winner La FABULOUS. “A big scopy colt that 
cannot help but catch the discerning eye.” 
 
Lot 225:- Midnight Velvet, By Seventh Rock 
out of Velvet’s Reflection, a full sister to G2 win-
ner REFLECTIVE IMAGE.  She is the half sister to 
1st sibling Gold Image, a 2 time winner and G3 
placed (Scottsville Strelitzia Stakes). Also 3rd (1st 
Filly home) in the Kuda R1-mil RTR sprint. —tt 

VIEW PEDIGREE: CAVALIERI 

VIEW PEDIGREE: MIDNIGHT VELVET VIEW PEDIGREE: DANCING DUKE 

http://capethoroughbredsales.com/lots/2018-ays-29
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/lots/2018-ays-225
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/lots/2018-ays-121
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Bob Baffert’s boots 

RACING UK Editor Geoffrey Riddle tweeted what can be 
considered one of the best quotes of the week so far: In 
posting this photo, taken at Meydan in Dubai, he said: 
“Much as with the Sistine Chapel, you rarely look down 
when talking to Bob Baffert. Nice boots!” 

When you’re feeling down... 

IF you’re having a bad week, just look at the exuberance 
with which this youngster is looking at his world this  
morning! He seems to be saying: “If you change they way 
you look at things, the things you look at change.” 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/

