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ALISTAIR Gordon, sad to see Monks Hood go. 

Monks Hood is on his 
way to Hong Kong 

ANOTHER of our equine superstars is lost to SA  

racing, as recent runaway SA Guineas winner Monks 
Hood has been bought by trainer Tony Millard, and 

will be exported to Hong Kong. 

The Querari gelding is already in Beaufort West prior to  

entering the AHS free zone in the Western Cape. He will 
then spend more time in the quarantine station at  

Kenilworth before leaving the country. 
 

Form Bloodstock’s negotiations with the Millard camp had 

commenced prior to his dominant Guineas 

win. After that spectacular display they  
unsurprisingly returned with a better offer, 

and a deal was struck with Form’s Jehan  
Malherbe on an amount not disclosed. 

 

Speaking on Thursday trainer Alastair 
Gordon said: “It’s been a fantastic journey. 

My heart of course is a bit sore, but we 
move on. He has a fantastic temperament 

and nothing worries him so he will take all 
the travelling in his stride. He has already 

achieved so much, and I look forward to 

seeing him doing even greater things over 
there.” 

 
Anthony Delpech has ridden him in all but 

one of his eight races, and was also lavish in 

his praise. 
 

“You saw in his last start that he could be 
the best three-year-old colt around. He had 

really stepped up and was getting better 
and better. I was looking forward to  

meeting the Cape horses in Durban, but 

that’s not to be”,  said the champion jockey. 
 

He was quick to add that if required to ride 
Monks Hood in Hong Kong, he “will be on 

the first plane”. 

 
Monks Hood will leave South Africa with two 

Gr2 wins and R1,136-million in stakes.— 
Report by Ken Nicoll/TAB News. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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ROY Had Enough: SA Classic contender. 

Frank Robinson’s plans for two top horses 
SUMMERVELD trainer Frank Robinson said his two 

best horses, Roy Had Enough and Roy’s Riviera, 
were waiting on the draw for the Grade 1 R2 million 

SA Classic and the Grade 1 R1 million Wilgerbosdrift 
SA Fillies Classic respectively which are to be both 

run over 1800m at Turffontein on April 7. 

 
Roy Had Enough’s sire, Pierro, was a five-time 

Group 1-winning sprint-miler, who also finished 
third in the prestigious Group 1 weight for age Cox 

Plate over 2000m, and his dam Queens Plaza 
(Elusive Quality) is out of a Group 1 Australian Oaks 

winner. Therefore, he should stay the 1800m trip, 

especially as he has been relaxing so well in the 
running since the blinkers have been removed. 

 
Roy’s Riviera’s sire All Too Hard was a great rival of 

Pierro’s and he ended his career as three-time 

Group 1-winner from 1400m to 1600m, although he 
did beat Pierro in the Cox Plate when finishing sec-

ond. Roy’s Riviera’s dam Donna Amata (Anabaa) is 
out of a Sir Tristram mare who won four times from 

1600m to 21000m. 
 

 Furthermore, Roy’s Riviera is a half-sister to a filly 

by Sebring who won a Listed race over 2100. There-
fore Roy’s Riviera should also relish the 1800m trip 

and her running style suggests the same. She did 
place over 2000m against older horses as early as 

October of this season. 

The pair’s alternative plan is the Grade 3 King’s Cup 

over 1600m of the Greyville turf, although they 
have both drawn wide in 14 and 21 out of 24 en-

tries, so their participation might also depend on the 
size of the field.—David Thiselton/Gold Circle. 

World’s best horse rankings 
 

TWO familiar names find themselves tied atop the 
first edition of the Longines World’s Best Racehorse 

Rankings for 2018. Reigning Horse of the Year Gun 
Runner (129) and Australia super mare Winx (129) 

got the year off to dominant victories, and the duo 
is rated well ahead of the rest of the pack. 

 

Gun Runner captured January’s Pegasus World Cup 
Invitational Stakes over fellow champion West Coast 

(124). It was the final start of Gun Runner’s career 
before he was sent to stud. 

 

Meanwhile, Winx won the Gr1 TAB Chipping Norton 
Stakes by seven lengths to start her year. It was her 

16th Gr1 score and her 23rd consecutive victory 
overall. She is scheduled to race next in the Gr1 

China Horse Club George Ryder Stakes. 
 

South Africa’s Last Winter (7th); Marinaresco, 

Monks Hood and Sergeant Hardy (joint 12th) are 
also listed. Wonder if they know of the existence of 

Oh Susanna and Snowdance? - tt. 
 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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The Irish are best, worldwide 

A team of Clydesdales pulling a wagon from Willow Grove 

Farms in Long Valley, New Jersey, joined St Patrick’s Day 
celebrations held as far away as Hackettstown, NJ  

yesterday. The parade also feature nearly 100 units  
including Veterans and Active Members of the Armed  

Services, Police, Fire and EMS, elected officials, bands, 

floats and Irish Step Dancers. At Cheltenham in the UK, 
Irish trainers won all seven races on the card.  

RACHEL Griffiths  (front) and Michelle Payne (right, back) 

yesterday announced that they will be working  on a new 
feature film ‘Ride Like a Girl’ - the movie will trace Payne’s 

journey to Melbourne Cup glory — she became the first  
female jockey to win the Cup in 2015, riding Prince Of  

Penzance. 

A movie about 2015 Melbourne Cup 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
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GUESTS at the Racing South Africa dinner in Hong Kong. 

SA delegation entertains bigwigs in Hong Kong 
KZN's Peter Gibson of Racing South Africa, Gary Grant 

of Bloodstock SA,  Adrian Todd of the SA Equine Health 
& Protocols and Kerry Jack of CTS were amongst the 

South Africans represented at the Racing South Africa 
dinner reception last night in Hong Kong, along with 

Hong Kong breeder and owner in KZN, Winston Chow. 

 
Peter Gibson reports: "Last night was a great success, 

our audience included the South African Consul General 
Nthsinga and a good cross section of owners/HKJC 

Members and media - lovely also that Tony and Bev 
Millard were able to attend. 

 

"Davy Chiu acted as MC, introducing the SA delegates, 
short speeches were made by myself on Trade/ Sales 

matters, big HK owner, David Hui on his experience of 
South African market and his desire to have better  

access to our horses and finally, Adrian Todd updated 

the party on protocol developments. 
 

"Thanks to Avontuur and Drakenstein for their kind 
sponsorship of wine, which added a nice South African 

flavour to the evening. 

"Racetime for the Derby on Sunday is 10:35 SA 

time. 
 

"We saw [SAF-bred] Singapore Sling today, 
Tony cannot be happier with his preparation and 

his main opposition are drawn out wide. He 

could start favourite!"  - KZN Breeders. 

Might Bite has the 
teeth at Cheltenham 

 

TRAINER Nicky Henderson is seeking a historic 
treble as he sends out Might Bite for Friday's 

Cheltenham Gold Cup. The King George VI 
Chase winner is among 15 contenders after last 

year's runner-up Minella Rocco, Double Shuffle 

and Shantou Flyer were withdrawn. Victory 
would make Henderson the first trainer to win 

the Champion Hurdle, Champion Chase and 
Gold Cup at one Cheltenham Festival meeting. 

 

Native River and Our Duke are among the  
favourites for the 15:30 GMT race. 

 
A sell-out crowd of 70,000 is expected at the 

Gloucestershire track, where the going is  
described as soft, heavy in places. 

 

Minella Rocco was taken out by trainer Jonjo 
O'Neill on Friday morning because of the going, 

but last year's third-placed horse Native River 
runs for Colin Tizzard. The 2017 champion  

Sizing John misses out through injury for trainer 

Jessica Harrington, but she will be represented 
by Irish Grand National winner Our Duke.—BBC 
Sport. 

https://www.facebook.com/hcrawford5/
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