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The Robot Jockey can ride a horse and even jump fences. (The Mirror). 

Betbright unveils world‟s first „robot jockey‟ 
Bookmaker BetBright has unveiled a “Robot Jockey” to be introduced at the Cheltenham  

Festival this Friday. 

BetBright paid for a lightweight steel robot to be 

created, following a report by futurologist Dr Ian 
Pearson.  It took a team of four scientists three 

months to finish the project. 
 

The device was taken to the Centre of Horseback 

Combat, where it was attached to a horse, who  
cantered around an arena and jumped a small 

fence. 
 

The creepy spectacle raised concerns among social 
media users about the ethics and divided opinion 

surrounding the idea. 

 
However, while BetBright is claiming the robot can 

ride and jump fences — the reality is a little  
different. 

Karl Greenwood, co-founder of the Centre of  

Horseback Combat, explained the team did  
extensive work ahead of the stunt to gradually  

Introduce the horse to a similar robot-like dummy. 
 

The dummy was dismantled and the team  

introduced it to the horse bit-by-bit, gradually  
putting it back together on the horse. 

 
“We started off by desensitising the horse, with the 

legs, then his middle, the top half and then added 
the arms and the head,” Mr Greenwood told Horse 
& Hound adding the key is getting horses used to 

unusual situations. 
 

BetBright‟s robot also comes to pieces, meaning the 
team were able to assemble to use  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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LONG-serving KwaZulu-Natal racing personality 

Colin Buckham has passed away, having been  
battling health wise for a while. 

 
He served as a judge for more than four decades 

and was also a handicapper for many years. In days 

gone by, being a judge was a great help when 
handicapping, in the absence of video coverage and 

slow-motion replays of races. 
 

Buckham was born into a racing family— both his 
father and grandfather were trainers. 

 

KZN chief stipe Shaun Parker expressed the view of 
many when he said that “Colin Buckham was one of 

the true stalwarts of KZN racing, and a man who 
truly lived for and loved racing. We are extremely 

saddened to hear of his passing, and pass on our 

condolences to his family.” - Ken Nicoll/TAB News. 

Colin Buckham, long career in racing. 

Veteran Colin Buckham dies 

 

ROBOT JOCKEY (fm p1) 
 

the same strategy. 
 

The jockey was partially built into the saddle and 

while the balance sensors were operating, its arm 
movement mechanism was not switched on. 

 
Horses at the centre are also trained to take part in 

stunts and trick riding for displays at shows and for 

film and television. 
 

“This particular horse is happy to run around and 
jump on his own,” added Mr Greenwood. 

 
“Robot jockeys are coming. They aren‟t going to 

look like that, they are going to be surcingle and 

pads. 
 

“They will be able to push a horse with a  
consistency that a human cannot do.” 

 

He added for training purposes, the robots will be 
able to give horses consistency in training and will 

not make errors in the way humans do, such as  
jabbing a horse in the mouth. 

 
“A horse will spook and a rider will change what 

they are doing,” he said. 

 
“A robot will not do that, it will do the same thing 

over and over and over again.” 
 

The robot, which can hold a conversation with a  

human, will be able near the Cheltenham parade 
ring this Friday, and while it will not be competing 

this year, BetBright believes it has the potential to 
go against human jockeys in 2025. 

TWEETS FROM THE WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF RACING  @turftalk1 

TWENTY-three Mayfair Speculators horses including 
Silver Coin (photo) will be sold at a new Horses In 
Training Sale organised by Central Route  Trading in 
the Kenilworth parade ring on Thursday week 
(March 22). Silver Coin set a South African record 
when bought for R6 million at the 2016 Cape  
Premier Yearling Sale. To view the entries for the 
sale, go here. 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://bit.ly/2FiriiN


3 

 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


4 

 



5 

 

A ride please, Mr Roberts? 

RIDING legend Michael „Muis‟ Roberts (middle) and present

-day sensations Gavin Lerena (left) and Lyle Hewitson were 
guests on a special Tellytrack show on Tuesday evening.  

Lerena has lifted a senior National Title, Hewitson is on his 
way to a second Apprentice‟s Championship, but  

interestingly neither have ever ridden a winner for Roberts 

in his training career. “I rode my first horse for Mr Roberts 
last Sunday and it ran last,” joked Hewitson. Lerena can‟t 

recall riding for the Summerveld-based Roberts. Perhaps 
things will change now that the three stars are better ac-

quainted. 

LAW graduate Sharne Gous is fundraising to help, rescue 

& improve the lives of cart horses & donkeys, with the 
Cart Horse Protection Association. To assist Sharne, go to 

this link. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.tellytrack.com/
https://www.givengain.com/a/www.turnthetables.com/
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AN elated Lizzie Kelly and connections after Tuesday‟s Ultima Handicap Chase at Cheltenham, won by Coo Star Sivola. 

Lizzie Kelly puts 2017‟s tears behind her 

COO Star Sivola clung on doggedly to provide jockey 

Lizzie Kelly with her first Cheltenham Festival success 
in the Ultima Handicap Chase on Tuesday. 

 
Having opened his account over fences at the fifth 

attempt at Exeter less than three weeks ago, the Nick 

Williams-trained six-year-old was a well-backed 5-1 
favourite for this three-mile-one-furlong contest. 

 
Kelly was the first female jockey to ride in the Gold 

Cup for 33 years last season and her desolation after 
falling from Tea For Two was one of the abiding  

images of the 2017 meeting. 

 
“After last year, I made my peace with never being a 

Cheltenham Festival winner,” Kelly said after her nail 

biting win in front of the massive crowd. “And now 

I am!” 
 

There can be few public embarrassments to match 
being thrown from your mount on the turf in front 

of the Cheltenham grandstands after jumping only 

two fences in a Gold Cup and few better ripostes 
than a winner on your next afternoon at the  

Festival. 
 

A trip to meet sports psychologist Michael Caulfield 
at a British Racing School course in Newmarket 

proved pivotal for Kelly in the challenge of getting 

over last year. 
 

Kelly, 24, said: “Someone said to me once that 
Cheltenham is three things: tips, tickets and  

disappointments. 

 
“I thought, „What a heathen‟, how could anyone 

think that something so beautiful is so desperate. I 
knew exactly what they meant by the end of last 

year‟s festival. I was on the floor and crying. I was 
down and out! 

 

“I‟ve had a lot of mental issues coming into this 
week. I couldn‟t stop thinking about how it went 

wrong last year, but Michael Caulfield has helped 
me immensely and thankfully everything's fallen 

into place."  - tt. 

https://www.facebook.com/hcrawford5/
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