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Ace trainer moves 
to Turffontein 

UP-and-coming trainer Johan Janse Van Vuuren 

is in the process of moving his main yard from 

the Vaal to Turffontein, though he will keep 30 

boxes at the Vaal for his unraced horses. 

Janse Van Vuuren has been training a part of his string 
from Turffontein’s ‘wooden boxes’ on the East side of 
the city track, but has already started moving some of 
them into the main stable complex. 
 
He said: “We’re painting and doing some renovating to 
the stables. At Turffontein most of the grooms stay on 
the stable premises and we’re getting their  
accommodation in good order as well. My stables are 
next to Joe Soma’s yard. He has been very helpful 
with our move. 
 
The 36-year-old, who finished 13th on the National 
Trainers’ Log in 2016/17 is experiencing a more  
modest season this year and he said: “We had a near 
15% winning strike rate last season but our three-year

-olds this season haven’t been of the same quality. 
 
“Be that as it may our win/place percentage is at 45% 
which is higher than last season. We’re trying hard 
with what we’ve got, I am excited about our two-year-
olds, there are several promising ones among them.” 
 

He plans to cut the string from 95 to around 80, with 
50 runners to be based at Turffontein and the 30-odd 
youngsters to stay at the Vaal until they ready for the 
main yard. 
 
“The more rustic environment at the Vaal suits the 
‘babies’ better, he said. They will spend from 4-6 

months getting prepared before they move to 
Turrfontein. Sean Tarry did this successfully some 
years ago and Mr (Ormond) Ferraris also had an 
assistant helping him with young runners at the 
Vaal.” 
 
For Janse Van Vuuren himself the change of 
venue will also bring a more manageable lifestyle 
after 17 years at the country course and he told: 
“Most of my friends are in Johannesburg and  
surrounds. I can’t stay and have dinner (to p2) 

JOHAN Janse Van Vuuren with Being Fabulous. He 
said: “She’s a filly we had high hopes for after  
unsoundness issue stopped us from getting true poten-
tial out of her as a three-year-old. 
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with them after races because it’s a drive of more 
than an hour back to my home in the Vaal Trian-

gle. And there are other logistical issues. I’m look-
ing to settle in Meyersdal near Alberton.” 
 
Janse Van Vuuren has retained the support of his 
chief patron, Laurence Wernars, while Braam Van 
Huyssteen has a number of young horses in the 
yard and Justin Vermaak’s Green Street Bloodstock 

has a string that has grown to 15 stables with the 
now Turffontein handler. 
 
He said: “I don’t actually want to single anyone 
out, of course Laurence has been very good to me, 
but there are over 50 others involved in the stable 
and they’re all valued.” 
 
Among his top older runners, sprinting filly Green 
Pepper is set for a Pinnacle Plate return on 10 
March with a view to racing in the Gr2 Senor Santa 
Sprint. Older handicapper Brazuca, Janse Van 
Vuuren said, was rated too high now at 107 and 
can be followed near his best mark of 101. “He’s a 
good handicapper,” said the trainer. 
 
He said about the yard’s top horse, New Predator: 
“He’s been disappointing recently. He is becoming 
aggressive. He needs to be gelded or take up stud 
duties.” - tt. 

BRAZUCA can be followed near his best racing mark. 

‘Eagle’ for Champs Challenge 
 
TRAINER Sean Tarry has stuck with the old adage 
that one should not change a winning formula and he 

said that stable star Legal Eagle will follow the same 
route as he had for the last two years. 
 
“His programme is easy to work out,” said Tarry. 
“Nothing has changed. He’ll go for the Horse Chest-
nut in April and the Champions Challenge in May.”  
 
Legal Eagle won both races in 2016 but last year, 
after winning the Grade 1 HF Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut Stakes over 1600m at Turffontein, he went 
down a short head to Deo Juvente in the R4-million 
President’s Champions Challenge over 2000m at the 
same track. 

 
The son of Greys Inn will get his chance to put the 
record straight this year as Legal Eagle is one of the 
18 horses nominated to run in the Grade 1 race on 
Saturday 5 May. Also among the entries is last year’s 
winner Deo Juvente and third-placed Nother Russia. 
–TAB News. 
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‘Hannibal Lecter’ turns 19 

WAR Emblem, the 2002 Kentucky Derby and Preakness 
Stakes winner, turned 19 yesterday and the Old Friends 
Equine Retirement Home in Kentucky tweeted: “Happy 
birthday to the sometimes moody, frequently enigmatic but 
always fascinating War  Emblem.”  War Emblem was a 
temperamental horse who did not particularly like other 
horses or people: Bob Baffert nicknamed the colt ‘Hannibal 
Lecter’ for his habit of biting. 

HRH Princess Anne yesterday re-opened the newly  
refurbished Oaksey House, a facility for injured jockeys in 
the UK and said "It seems extraordinary that Oaksey House 
opened only nine years ago. The knowledge achieved in 
that time has been phenomenal."  

Facility for injured jocks 

http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Kayley and the late Richard Woolacott. 

Trainer’s wife calls for  
focus on mental health 

 
THE heartbroken widow of leading jumps trainer 
Richard Woollacott has spoken openly about her 
husband’s long-term battle with mental health, after 
the hugely popular trainer’s tragic death last month. 
 
The region’s racing community was left shocked and 

saddened when the 40-year-old was found dead at 
his yard in Rose Ash, near South Molton on January 
22. 
 
Now bravely speaking just days after the funeral, 
which saw hundreds of mourners gather to pay 
their respects, his wife Kayley Woollacott has called 

for greater action on mental health to help other 
sufferers. 
 
She told the Western Morning News: “He was a very 
determined person, a very good trainer and a very 
good jockey. He was one of those people who could 
make things happen. He could achieve and do any-
thing, but just had another side to him that made 
him doubt all that. 
 
“He was his own worst enemy in a lot of ways. He 
was always looking for the bigger and wanted to be 
that bit better, but in actual fact he’s had two Grade 
Two winners with very limited budgets and what he 
has achieved is massive, but he just couldn’t see it. 
He should have been incredibly proud of everything 
that he had done, but he wasn’t. 
 
 “Some days it was worse than others, but he would 
very quickly come out the other side. He might have 
a horrendous few days, but then he’d be back to his 
normal self again. 
 
“He was seeing a counsellor on a regular basis who 
seemed to do a lot of good. He had been on various 
medications, but wasn’t more recently. I don’t sup-
pose anyone really had any idea at how bad it had 
got. Maybe then he started covering it to everyone 
else, because he never really had to me. 

“We’d both been to see his counsellor on the  
Sunday and it was all fine, he was very normal. He 
was very normal the last few days. Whether that 
was a cover he had put up purposely, I don’t know.’’ 
 

In the days following Richard’s death, Kayley 
launched an online appeal page in his memory, 
which has so far raised more than £37,000 for the 
three chosen charities: the Injured Jockeys Fund, 
Devon Air Ambulance and mental health charity, 
Mind. “Suicide is the single biggest cause of death 

of men between 18-45. We must DO more,” the 
page states.— Devon Post. 

Hashtagyolo has a virus 
  
The unbeaten Dean Kannemeyer-trained Dynasty 
filly Hashtagyolo will be scratched from the Grade 2 
Gauteng Fillies Guineas due to a suspected virus she 
has contracted. 
 
Meanwhile, Kannemeyer’s Sun Met runner up Last 
Winter entered quarantine last Thursday bound for 
overseas. Kannemeyer will remain the trainer when 
the Western Winter colt eventually arrives in  
England after going the usual arduous quarantine 
route via Mauritius. 
 
Hashtagyolo had been doing very well in Johannes-
burg, where she had been training for the last five 
to six weeks in order to acclimatise her for the Tri-
ple Tiara series. Kannemeyer had been travelling to 
Johannesburg regularly to see her and had been 
very pleased. Piere Strydom had been booked for 
the ride and was due to gallop her this week. How-
ever, the gallop had to be cancelled due to her ill-
ness. 
 
After consultation with the owners Kannemeyer has 

decided to scratch her. He will bring her back to his 

Summerveld satellite yard and might give her a two 

or three week holiday on the farm.  - Gold Circle. 

https://www.facebook.com/hcrawford5/
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