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TRAINER Paul Peter reckons that he was lucky to 

get his hands on Saturday’s mighty impressive  
Listed Sea Cottage winner Majestic Mambo, but 

that’s modesty. He was the one who did his  
homework and in fact the only one to bid on the 

colt at the 2016 Lanzerac Ready To Run Sale. 

Majestic Mambo, green as grass but very talented. 

Majestic Mambo is a  
top colt in the making 

Majestic Mambo attracted no interest at the Cape Premier 

Yearling Sale, passed unsold and was moved on to the 
Ready To Run, where Peter says he ―galloped very 

nicely‖. 
 

―I went to have a look at him in his barn and I liked him 

even more. We were lucky to get him at R40,000.  
Nobody else lifted a finger.‖ 

 
The Hyper Paint Syndicate, led by Gerard Peter, have to 

decide in the next few days whether to take Majestic 
Mambo to Cape Town for the CTS $500,000 Mile or keep 

him in Johannesburg for a crack at the Triple Crown. 

 
Peter, who occupies a Top 5 position on the National 

Trainers’ Log, commented: ―Majestic Mambo is 

a lovely, sound horse who puts a lot into his 
work. He is still very green, something only 

racing experience can rectify. 
 

―He’s won three in a row over 1800m, but  

Anthony Delpech says Majestic Mambo has 
enough acceleration to win over a mile, which 

in theory puts the CTS Mile and the first leg of 
the Triple Crown within his reach. We’ll keep 

our options open.‖ 
 

Delpech described Majestic Mambo as the kind 

of horse any trainer or jockey dreams of being 
associated with and urged Peter to ―keep him 

on cotton wool‖. 
 

Peter, who has achieved enough in his  

training career to handle this potential star 
with confidence, will nonetheless be drawing 

on the advice of veteran Ormond Ferraris, the 
master trainer of trainers. 

 
Peter told:  ―Mr Ferraris is my neighbour at 

Turffontein and we’ve become close in the 

year-and-a-half since I moved my operation 
here. He is a lovely man and I am most  

fortunate to be able to draw on his  
knowledge. I guess I have found him in his   

mellowed years, so I am lucky indeed. He has 

given generously of himself.‖ 
 

Majestic Mambo was bred by Dr Bennie van 
der Merwe and Chris Gerber at Moutonshoek 

Stud. He is a son of Mambo In Seattle 

(Kingmambo) out of the one-time winning 
Regal Classic (Al Mufti).  

 
He is bred on the same cross as graded stakes 

winners Desert Rhythm and Fortune Fella  as 
well as Listed Michaelmas Handicap winner Mr 

O’Neill.  -  tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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CATCH US ON TWITTER  @turftalk1 

Joanne and Grant Knowles, and David Abery, with Our Emperor (Grey Cheyne).  

‘Emperor’ eyes the big staying features 

DYNASTY’s son Our Emperor is getting  

better with maturity. He won his fourth race 
from 10 starts when digging down to beat a 

small field of useful stayers in the Gr3  
Chairman’s Cup over 3200m at Kenilworth on 
Queen’s Plate Saturday. 

 

He was allocated bottom weight for this contest and 

handicapped to win, but Our Emperor is lightly 
raced and looks like one who will keep improving. 

The Brett Crawford-trained gelding received a rave 

reception in the winner’s enclosure from Grant and 
Joanne Knowles, who own him along with David 

Abery, Bryn Ressell and Marsh Shirtliff. 
 

Knowles told:  ―David and I both liked Our 
Emperor at the 2015 Val De Vie Sale and 
we actually bid against each other. 
 
―He went for R550,000 and we bought him 
him together as a pinhook, but he went for 
only R475,000 at the CTS Ready To Run 
Sale so we decided to keep and race him. 
Bryn and Marsh later bought out shares 
held by Klawervlei. I am pleased for all of 
us!‖ 
 
Knowles and partners won the 2014 e-Lan Property 

Group Gold Cup with Wavin’ Flag, who was also 
trained by Crawford. 

 

Knowles said: ―Wavin’ Flag was the last horse to win 
the Gold Cup as Grade 1. It was a great race to win, 

a true highlight. The Gold Cup is a Grade 3 now, but 
the prize money is the same and the race will be 

our ultimate aim this season. Before that, Our  

Emperor will go for the stayer’s race on Sun Met 
Day.‖  - tt. 

https://www.facebook.com/hcrawford5/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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2018  L’Órmarins Queen’s Plate Festival Album 
HERE are some photos taken at the 2018 LQP Festival last weekend. 

Kirsten de Kock and Mark Andrew Burger 

THE Legal Eagle team: Braam Van Huyssteen, Anton 
Marcus Sean Tarry, Billy Henderson enjoy post-
Queen’s Plate beverages. 

The beautiful Liesl van der Westhuizen 
(above); the team behind Peninsula  
Handicap winner Eyes Wide Open— trainer 
Glen Kotzen and company (left). 

Turf Talk contributor and smart man-about-
town, Troy Finch. 
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H-I-T SALE RANDJES, 18 FEB. DETAILS HERE 

LQP Festival Album 

―Hey, that tickles!‖ 
Best-dressed guys. 

Retired jockeys Johnny Geroudis and Craig 
Arnold — are Roly and Poly auditioning for 
Lord Of The Rings IV? 

Sean Tarry receives Queen’s Plate memento 
from Dr Gregory House. 

http://www.tattersalls.com/
http://bit.ly/2BRlZ7n
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Igugu’s only offspring is 
a 2019 Derby hopeful 

FORMER champion race mare Igugu, 

who died in November 2016, had one 
son that was named Kikujirou. The two

-year-old colt, sired by Juddmonte 
Farms’ ace stallion Dansili, will be 

trained by John Gosden and has been 

entered in the 2019 Investec Derby.  

Igugu was a public favourite, racing in 
South Africa. After her first few starts, 

the Mike de Kock-trained filly went on 

to claim the Gr1 South African Fillies 
Classic and the Gr1 Woolavington on 

her way to a stunning victory over  
Pierre Jourdan (SAF) in the 2011 Gr1 

Vodacom Durban July, her eighth win 
from just 10 starts. 

After a break, she resumed with a win 
in Gr2 Ipi Tombe Challenge before  

capturing the Gr1 J&B Met over  
Bravura (SAF) and Gimmethegreenlight 

(AUS).  - tt. 

BHA appoints former jock 
Steve Drowne as a Stipe 

Steve Drowne will join a team of 16 existing stipendiary stewards  

 

THE British Horseracing Authority (BHA) has announced that  
former Group 1 winning jockey Steve Drowne will join its team of 

stipendiary stewards. 
 

Drowne will commence training following the relinquishing of his 

jockey’s licence and will begin an extended period of training as a 
junior stipendiary steward with the BHA today. 

 
Drowne rode his first winner, Sigwell’s Gold, in 1990 for trainer 

Richard Holder. Amongst the highlights of his subsequent 27 year 
career which heralded over 1,400 winners from over 16,600 rides 

are six Group 1 wins, including in the Cheveley Park Stakes, July 

Cup and the Nunthorpe Stakes. 
 

Drowne also rode 100 winners in a single season on three occa-
sions in 2002, 2003 and 2007 and has served as joint-president 

of the Professional Jockeys’ Association for the last ten years. 

 
Drowne said: ―I’m delighted to accept the position of Stipendiary 

Steward, after spending 27 years as a jockey. I was very keen to 
use that experience in another sphere of the racing industry and 

have a second career rather than just a second job.‖ 

 
―Steve is greatly respected,‖ said Nigel Payne of the Jockeys  

Association.  - BHA. 
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Cool cash from Tattersalls 

JOEY Ramsden and Steph Grentell celebrate a R15,000 

bonus cheque after the stable’s Twist My Fate won at  
Kenilworth on Friday.  ―I’m quite liking these Tattersalls 

bonuses… please keep them coming! Appreciate the 
support,‖ raved Joey. 

SAJA’s clever class of 2017 

THE South African Jockeys Academy (SAJA) is very pleased 

with a 100% pass rate with 5 Degree and 1 Bachelor 
Passes including an incredible 7 distinctions achieved by its 

Class Of 2017.  ―Another excellent achievement by the  
Apprentices and Academy Academic Department!‖ SAJA 

tweeted. 

THE MONDAY CARTOON 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http:www.kuda.co.za
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Master Of My Fate: Varsfontein Stud 

Master Of My Fate is off the mark 

VARSFONTEIN Stud’s well performed young stallion 

Master Of My Fate was represented by his first  
winner when his son Twist Of Fate made a winning  

debut on the first day of the 2018 L’Ormarins 
Queen’s Plate festival on Friday. 

 

Bred by Ernst du Preez’s Favour Stud of Still Bay, 
and trained by Joey Ramsden, Twist Of Fate 

showed good pace before quickening up nicely and 
staying on to break his maiden by one and a half 

lengths, over well bred first-timer Cash Call. 
 

It was another 4.75 lengths back to third place  

finisher Rivonia Boulevard. In his wake came two-
year-olds by the likes of Snitzel, Var, What A Winter 

and Gimmethegreenlight. 
 

Twist Of Fate was produced by the Counter Action 

mare Crescent Lily, whose wins included the Listed 
Breeders Guineas. 

 
Master Of My Fate himself was the top colt sold 

from the 2011 BSA National Yearling Sale, where he 
fetched R3 000 000. 

 

The strapping bay, trained by Dennis Drier, won six 
of just eight outings, including both the G2 Premier 

Trophy and G2 Peninsula Handicap. 

Versatile and smart, he won races from 1200-1800 

metres. 
 

Master Of My Fate is a son of seven times champion 
sire and Horse Of The Year Jet Master, also sire of 

champions Pocket Power, Yorker, J J The Jet Plane 

and In The Fast Lane. 
 

Master Of My Fate is one of two stakes 
winners produced by former Equus Cham-
pion Promisefrommyheart, whose daughter  
Justthewayyouare (Listed Spook Express 
Handicap) is dam of multiple G3 winner 
Captain Splendid – a runner in Saturday’s 
G3 Heineken Chairman’s Cup. 
 
Promisefrommyheart is also second dam of the  

brilliant, unbeaten filly Hashtagyolo, winner of the 
recent G3 Flamboyant Stakes for trainer Dean Kan-

nemeyer.9 

 
This is also the family of champion Kings Gambit 

and Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf winner Pluck. The 
latter’s G3 winning half-sister Three Hearts recently 

fetched $650 000 when sold at the 2017 Keeneland  
November Breeding Stock Sale.  - BSA Media  
Release. 
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http://www.inglis.com.au/

