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YAMANI (Basil Marcus), came from the clouds to win the Queen‟s Plate in 1984. Obscured behind him is 

Mauritzfontein, with Up The Creek in third and they grey Bodrum in 7th. 

Herman Brown (sr) and his three  

Gr1 Queen’s Plate winners 
THE legendary Herman Brown (sr)  is still an active race watcher at 88 years of age and talking 

about some of the great horses he trained gets him all excited. “Perhaps I should take out a licence 

again,” he told Turf Talk on Thursday morning.  “If Ormond Ferraris can do it I can too. I’m just a 

month or two older than him!” 

Mr Brown’s quips come in the wake of the news 

that his son, Herman jr. is looking to renew his own 

licence, relinquished five years ago after a  

distinguished local and international career.  

“Herman is fit, he’s playing a lot of golf, he gyms 

and he keeps himself in shape. He is considering 

training a string in Dubai again, I don’t think he will 

train in South Africa.” 

 

The reason for our call, with the L’Ormarins 

Queen’s Plate Festival around the corner, was to 

find out from Mr Brown what it takes to train a Gr1 

Queen’s Plate winner.  He trained three of them 

long before L’Ormarins took up the sponsorship – 

Bold Monarch (NZ) in 1977, Foveros in 1982 and 

Yamani in 1984. All were ridden by his long-time 

and dedicated stable jockey Basil Marcus. 

 

The two things it takes to train a Queen’s Plate win-

ner?  Brown says:  “A top miler, a top horse more 

than anything else. We’ve had horses recently like 

Pocket Power and Legal Eagle who fall in both  

categories, though I’d venture to say my horse  

Foveros was better and I had Gatecrasher who was 

better than all of them but unsound!” 

 

Brown, who trained his first winner in 1952, had to 

wait a quarter of a century for his first Queen’s Plate 

success in the form of Bold Monarch, “a flashy 

chestnut with three white socks. He had lots of 

speed and was an expert miler, but he performed up 

to 2000m.”  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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HERMAN BROWN & QUEEN’S PLATE 
(fm p1) 
 

In those days the old Benson and Hedges Met was 

run three weeks before the Queen’s Plate and Bold 

Monarch had actually come off a tough race in the 

Met, in which he was beaten just three-quarters of a 

length by Bahadur in the 2000m spectacle. 

 

Bold Monarch, by Shifnal (NZ) from Faultless, by 

Ruthless, went on to finish second in the Durban 

July to Lightning Shot and second to Ever Fair in 

the old Holiday Inns (Summer Handicap). 

 

In 1982 the Queen’s Plate was run on New Year’s 

Day and along came the mighty Foveros (Averof x 

Camina Bay), who had won the Gr1 November 

Handicap and the Hawaii Stakes en route to the 

Queen’s Plate and would win the then J&B  

Metropolitan Stakes three weeks later. 

 

“Foveros was a helluva horse with a deep girth, we 

had to make special girths for him.  He was a tiger 

in himself, he would fight you. He was a real man 

who could run like the wind,” Brown fondly recalls. 

 

Then, in 1984, Brown and Marcus took the race 

again with Yamani, a son of Elevation and Opec, 

who came from a near hopeless position at the 200m 

mark to beat Karl Neisius on Mauritzfontein and 

Felix Coetzee on Up The Creek. 

 

“Yamani was a little horse, a little freak with a good 

burst, though he wasn’t in the class of Foveros.” 

 

All of them would play second fiddle to Brown’s 

Gatecrasher, who won the Gr1 Guineas and the Met 

in 1975 but never managed the Queen’s Plate due to 

unsoundness.   

 

He remembers: “Gatecrasher had a round action, he 

came down on his bumpers with an almighty thud 

and always hurt himself. We had to treat his swollen  

pasterns three weeks in a month, we couldn’t race 

him as often as we wanted to but I have to say he 

was the best of my bunch by far. There isn’t a horse 

in today’s era who’d be able to gallop with him, I 

can tell you that!” - tt. 

Bold Monarch (NZ), the flashy chestnut. 

HERMAN BROWN (sr), three Queen‟s Plate wins, 

though his best ever miler never won it. 

THE tiger Foveros, a „real man‟. If ever there was 

a well-conformed horse, this is him! 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Lot 33 Snowden:  colt Oratorio x In Camera. 

Lot 50: Honfleur: filly by Silvano x La Normandie. 

Lot 67:  Seven Cape Winters: filly by Soft Falling Rain x 

Menorah. 

Lot 64 Mantra: colt Oratorio x Mantaray Bay. 

Avontuur’s consignment 

HERE is a first look at the yearlings from  

Avontuur Estate going to the Cape Premier 

Yearling Sale on 20 and 21 January. We’ll fea-

ture four today and five in tomorrow’s letter. 

Comments are by Pippa Mickleburgh. 

  

Lot33: Snowden 
“An Oratorio half-brother to Attenborough. A 

really classy colt,  tall athletic and very smart.” 

  

Lot 50: Honfleur  
A Silvano half-sister to GR 1 winner Normanz.  

She’s a  big, strong, good boned filly,  an im-

pressive sort.” 

  

Lot 64: Mantra 
A colt by Oratorio from the female line of Front 

Of House. Workmanlike,  correct and a good 

walker. 

  

Lot 67: Seven Cape Winters 
From the first crop of Soft Falling Rain. From 

the female line of Cold A Ice and Live Life… 

speed, speed speed. Flash,  attractive, correct a 

credit to her sire.  - tt. 

HORSES-IN-TRAINING SALE 
The annual Horses In Training Sale at  

Randjesfontein takes place on 9 February 

2018. Full details here. 

http://bit.ly/2BRlZ7n
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Entertaining Pippa…  

THEIR futures are so bright they have to wear shades! 

Friends on and off the track, jockeys Lyle Hewitson (left) 

and Callan Murray, along with MJ Byleveld, are sponsored 

by Avontuur Estate, where Pippa Mickleburgh entertains 

them on occasion and she gets entertained herself.  Pippa 

tells:  “MJ is not far away from Avontuur so we get to see 

him quite often, but Lyle and Callan only come around 

once in a while and we have a lot of fun, like last week  

after the Fillies Guineas. We showed them the paddocks, 

stallions and yearlings and had lunch.  I get bored quickly, 

but these are clever young guys. They can talk about any-

thing from science to politics and it’s refreshing to con-

verse about something other than racing sometimes!”  - tt. 

NEW on the movie circuit is “50-1”, which covers the 

heartwarming story of “Hillbillly” colt Mine That Bird, 

trained by “Chip” Woolley and ridden by Calvin Borel, 

who won the 2009 Kentucky Derby in sensational and  

unexpected fashion. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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