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THE Melbourne Cup is one race likely to survive a cull in simulcasts from Australia. 

HK quarantine rules will thump Australian 

racing in more ways than one 
THE Hong Kong Jockey Club has called for the suspension of the Global Sprint Challenge (GSC), 

due to the new quarantine regulations between Hong Kong and Australia that has brought relevant 

concerns about opportunities for all to participate. 

The next likely consideration by the Jockey Club 

regarding the quarantine situation will have more 

impact and that will be the area of simulcasting. 

 

Over time, international events have started holding 

more clout and regular betting money in Hong 

Kong because the locals consistently perform very 

well against their counterparts abroad, away or on 

local soil. 

 

There has been a two-part evolution. 

 

Firstly, there has been greater success for the local 

horses in the past 15 years or so, to the point now 

where punters send out most of the visiting  

sprinters and milers on international day as 100-1 

chances regardless of anything they’ve done because 

they just don’t win. 

 

The second part of the equation has been in  

simulcasting, where showing major overseas racing, 

providing as much information on it as possible and 

operating wagering on those races has familiarised 

punters with the relevant horses so they have a better 

feel for them when they turn up in Hong Kong. 

 

The underpinning selection criteria for simulcasting 

race meetings will now not apply to Australia, since 

horses from there will not be coming for interna-

tional races because of the quarantine problems. 

 

The Jockey Club is then extremely likely (to page 3) 
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Equine Royalty 
 

A wonderful photo from  

Drakenstein Stud shows equine 

heroines, Inara (left) and Beach 

Beauty (right), who between 

them won 3 G1 Cartier Pad-

dock Stakes, 10 G1 races, and 

almost R10 million. They are 

pictured with their foals by 

European Champion Duke Of 

Marmalade,  resident a t  

Drakenstein. The 2018 Cartier 

Paddock Stakes takes place on 

Saturday, 6 January on the  

second day of the 2018  

L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate  

Festival, along with the running 

of the 157th Queen’s Plate. 

HONG KONG AND AUSTRALIA  (fm page 

1) 

 

to choose not to simulcast those races and switch to 

jurisdictions which will be more relevant. 

 

This year, the Jockey Club has already chosen not to 

cover the Cox Plate meeting, but Australian  

meetings have still provided the backbone of the 

simulcasts with 10 of the 30 staged on racing from 

down under. 

 

Even if the club does not switch all of those  

simulcasts elsewhere – the Melbourne Cup itself 

might hang on and does generally provide runners 

for the Hong Kong Vase, as it did this year with 

horses returning to Europe – this could still be a  

major redirection. 

 

And that has an impact with the staging clubs in 

Australia, whose general reap from a Hong Kong 

simulcast would be in the order of HK$2.5 million 

to HK$3 million in fees. 

 

The South China Morning Post predicts that the 

HKJC might investigate more opportunities to  

simulcast Japanese racing, which is immensely 

popular and extremely relevant, given how many 

Japanese horses come for international racing. 

 

This year, those 10 Australian simulcasts held 

HK$1.185 billion in bets on 56 races. The six  

Japanese simulcasts, each just a single race, have 

held HK$190 million. 

 

That’s an average on the Japanese events of almost 

HK$31.7 million and on the Australian races just 

over HK$21 million, so there is some arithmetic to 

recommend the expansion of Japanese simulcasts.—

from scmp.com 

FOLLOWING heavy overnight rain, a  

penetrometer reading in certain areas over 40 and 

with a further predication of showers, the  

Scottsville meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 20 

December has been switched to Greyville  

Polytrack. Race times and distances remain as 

carded. 

SCOTTSVILLE MOVES TO POLY 

OF COURSE WE’RE ON TWITTER! 

@turftalk1 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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LINK TO FORMGRIDS HERE. 

Trainer Hughie Morrison. 

Who pressed the plunger? 

UK trainer Hughie Morrison is claiming that another 

trainer “got at” one of his fillies with an anabolic  

steroid. 

 

A British Horseracing Authority (BHA) inquiry got 

under way on Tuesday after a positive test for  

nandrolone taken from the Morrison-trained Our Little 

Sister, who finished last in a two-mile handicap at 

Wolverhampton on January 14. 

 

The names of the other trainer and her partner were put 

forward by Morrison’s barrister as “people who might 

be of interest” to the inquiry. 

 

In response to Morrison’s offer of a £10,000 reward 

for information that would shed light on the matter, 

QC Graeme McPherson said a whistleblower had 

claimed to have heard the trainer threaten to “get at” 

the filly. The whistleblower also offered a possible 

motive, albeit a tenuous and not entirely plausible one. 

 

However, McPherson did not suggest that either the 

trainer or her partner “pressed the plunger”, or indeed 

instructed anybody else to do so, and the BHA  

dismissed their relevance to the case, having  

conducted interviews. 

 

Multiple Group 1-winning trainer Morrison is one of 

his profession's most vocal advocates of clean racing  

but could face disqualification if found guilty. 

 

He does not contest the positive urine test taken 

from the moderate Our Little Sister, or the  

manner in which it was administered, which it 

was accepted by both sides could have been only 

via intramuscular injection. 

 

However, he claims the steroid was administered 

"maliciously", and has raised questions over “the 

inadequacies of the investigation”. He has 

also identified three ex-employees whom he  

suspects might hold a grudge. 

 

The case continues Wednesday.  - Racing Post. 

Connemara has a good 

pair to look at 
 

PAUL and Lindi Garlicki of Connemara Stud 

consistently breed horses deemed good enough 

for the major sales and they have another  

interesting pair on offer at CPYS, 2018. Both are  

unnamed. 

 

Lot 244 is a VAR colt, the second foal of stakes-

winning Eastern Greeting, by Kahal. Paul  

Garlicki said: “I think there will be a lot of  

interest in this one. He’s a smart colt with good 

legs and his dam was a good performer. There is 

speed and stamina in his pedigree.” 

 

Lot 109 is a colt by Duke Of Marmalade, the first 

foal of unraced Princess Nicky by Count Do Bois 

who holds the honour of being a daughter of 

Joshua’s Princess from a strong family of black-

type performers. 

 

“This one is tall, he will take a bit of time to come 

to hand. He may only race as a three-year-old, but 

has good legs and will develop into a big, strong 

horse,” Garlicki said.  - tt. 

http://www.formgrids.org/subscriber/fgRaceCards.aspx
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NEW York breeder Walt Borisenok believes that once  

potential new fans see a Thoroughbred foal being born, 

they'll be hooked. That's the reason Borisenok's Old Tavern 

Farm in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. is one of eight participating 

in the National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame's Foal 

Patrol program, which on its website will offer live views 

that will allow fans to follow pregnant mares through their 

deliveries early next year. Foal Patrol officially was 

launched yesterday with a ceremony at the museum. 

The Foal Patrol Program 

So, when exactly… ? 

SOMEONE asked, “When is the right time to donate to a 

Horse Charity? There are a few of them around, all in dire 

need of support.” OK, so the answer to that is…  NOW! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
https://www.foalpatrol.com/
https://www.foalpatrol.com/

