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Newsletter 
MONDAY, 18 DECEMBER 2017           www.turftalk.co.za 

 

       ——————MONDAYS WITH DAVID ALLAN—————————

Barney Roy by Excelebration wins the Gr1 St James Palace Stakes. 

New stallions starting to cover in February 
As far as I know, there were 28 new stallions due to commence their careers in February 2018 in UK 

and Ireland. “Were” is the operative word because a few days ago, the New Zealand based  

reverse shuttler TIVACI (High Chaparral) had his stint at Newmarket‟s National Stud cancelled. 

This Newmarket institution‘s smart 2018 brochure 

encompasses its boarding facilities which we are 

delighted to use be it year round, seasonal or – as 

during the recent Horses in Training Sales 

―parking‖ twenty or more Tattersalls purchases for 

2,3,4,5 days until their overseas transporters could 

pick them up. 

 

Other pages are devoted to sales consignment as a 

business, to the heritage of the place and tours 

around it, as well as to education insofar as the stud 

has students on its heavily subscribed course who 

form part of the workforce. Rather like a teaching 

hospital. 

 

But the biggest chunk of the brochure is devoted to 

stallions. In a veritable splurge of stallion expan-

sion, The National Stud had four new stallions 

(now three – without TIVACI – four was a crowd) 

joining GREGORIAN at £4,500, a low cost son of 

CLODOVIL (Danehill) who has proved very popu-

lar as did his first yearlings, and MARCEL (£5,000) 

by LAWMAN (Invincible Spirit), a 2yo Group 1 

winner whose first foals start arriving soon. 

 

The theme of today‘s piece is new sires –but not 

especially to suggest what might or might not be 

developed afresh into South Africa. It is around 

three months since I last did that, and half a year 

since the time before. Enough!  

But in examining what is starting at stud in UK and 

Ireland, we may identify some bloodline trends and 

predilections so as to help shape plans in South  

Africa whether for importing new blood in females, 

or even shuttling stallions if export (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Ulysses by Galileo out of Oaks Winner  

Light Shift. 

Mill Reef and National Stud blossoms. 

Time Test, by Dubawi. 

DAVID ALLAN (cont..) 

 
protocols permit. 

 

One of the National Stud‘s new boys IS from a sire line 

about which I bang on. ACLAIM is a Group 1 (in 

France) winning son of the oh-so-commercial  

ACCLAMATION whose influence is propagated also 

by his top of the range son DARK ANGEL, who,  

having retired to stud after his 2 year old career, is  

already a sire of sires. These include GUTAIFAN 

(€10,000,first foals just sold) and the €5,000 tongue 

twisters ALHEBAYEB, whose first yearlings were 

popular, and his stable companion at Tara Stud in 

County Meath, ESTIDHKAAR. 

 

Another at the Newmarket farm is TIME TEST, a dual 

Group 2 winning miler plus, raced by Juddmonte and 

sold, just as TWICE OVER was sold off the track.  

Juddmonte can‘t keep them all and TIME TEST is a 

very interesting acquisition, being a son of DUBAWI 

from the family of… TWICE OVER! 

 

At £8,500, he looks sensibly priced, sitting in between 

ACLAIM at £12,500 and another new boy, the Aussie 

reverser SPILL THE BEANS by SNITZEL (Redoute‘s 

Choice) at £6,000. 

 

At higher levels in Newmarket, ULYSSES by  

GALILEO out of an Oaks winner, won the Eclipse and 

the Juddmonte International for the top end of his  

impressive CV. He will have no shortage of support at 

£30,000 at Cheveley Park. Turn left off Duchess Drive 

through the impressively gated approach avenue to 

ULYSSES – not forgetting breeding royalty PIVOTAL 

in the senior box with amongst others the potentially 

exciting TWILIGHT SON (Kyllachy) and he with his 

second yearlings just sold LETHAL FORCE (Gr1  

winning son of….Dark Angel). 

One in the Cheveley portfolio to watch in my view – not 

new, his first yearlings have just sold - is the £4,000 

16.2hh GARSWOOD (by Cheveley‘s own DUTCH 

ART by Cheveley‘s own recently retired Medecian). I 

am a special fan of Kyllachy as a broodmare sire and 

GARSWOOD is out of a Kyllachy mare. 

Turning right off Duchess Drive is the thing to do if  

visiting the palatial Dalham Hall, home of Darley  

stallions in UK. Their new boy POSTPONED 

(DUBAWI) kicks off at £20,000 on the back of being a 

champion at 4 and 5 and is joined by St James Palace 

Stakes winner BARNEY ROY (EXCELEBRATION) at 

£10,000. Darley in Ireland = Kildangan Stud is where 

RIBCHESTER (IFFRAAJ), winner of four Group 1 

mile contests and placed in a whole bunch of others at 

the very top end, will cost €30,000.  
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Ready for the parade at Dalham Hall the most exclusive ticket in town with complimentary shooting sticks 

for seated comfort 

DAVID ALLAN (...cont) 
 

His sire IFFRAAJ now stands at £40,000 at Dalham 

Hall after a landmark year in both hemispheres. 

 

Kildangan also starts off PROFITABLE who was 

what his name says. By INVINCIBLE SPIRIT, twice 

winner of the Kings Stand Gr1 at Ascot, he is a 

sprinter standing at €12,000. He will thus have a 

year‘s start at stud (at least) on the blistering 

HARRY‘S ANGEL (DARK ANGEL), also in the 

Darley camp. 

 

So how about Coolmore? They have three headliner 

new boys in CARAVAGGIO (SCAT DADDY) at 

€35,000, CHURCHILL (GALILEO) at the same fee 

and the tough as teak HIGHLAND REEL 

(GALILEO) at €17,500. These lines need no  

introduction and are yet more strands of the pre-

eminent global breeding and racing operation. 

 

With the mutual Darley/Coolmore boycott dead and 

buried by the new Godolphin regime and Coolmore‘s 

reciprocation, we await the effect of the blend.  

Darley/Godolphin has operated without Galileos for 

years. Now they don‘t have to. And Coolmore has 

bought yearlings by Dubawi. 

 

Galileo also has a new son at the Irish National Stud. 

DECORATED KNIGHT is a triple Group 1 winner 

including a spectacular victory in the Irish Champion 

Stakes. Reasonably priced at €15,000 he should be a 

magnet for pedigree buffs being out of Pearling, full 

sister to You‘resothrilling, dam of multiple royalty 

already, and both of them full sisters to Giant‘s  

Causeway (and Tiger Dance). 

 

The INS being the home of the great INVINCIBLE 

SPIRIT, it is fitting that his son NATIONAL  

DEFENSE, a juvenile Group 1 winner in France, at 

€12,000, will be housed in an adjacent box. 

 

So there we have it. Or some of it. Not all 27. You 

have done well if you‘ve stayed with me this far. 

It would be nice to think that some of the less  

familiar sire lines will appear in South Africa one 

way or another from 2018 onwards. But I wasn‘t 

going to say that again, was I… Nevertheless we 

are keeping our finger on the shuttling pulse… 

 

A very Merry Christmas. Let‘s hope that 2018‘s 

unknowns lead us all ultimately in good directions. 

THE DAVID ALLAN COLUMM WILL  

RETURN ON 15 JANUARY. 

Garswood - not brand new - not expensive but one 

to watch. 

http://www.allanbloodlines.com/
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Querari: Two nice lots from Favour Stud. 

Do yourself a Favour! 
TRAINER Corne Spies, speaking for Favour Stud, said the 

stud has a strong draft for the 2018 Cape Premier Yearling 

Sale, featuring two foals by Querari who will be their 

―flagships‖ at the sale. 

 

Ernst Du Preez‘s Stillbay farm has consigned eight lots 

and Spies reckons they are well worth a look at. ―The CTS 

Sales inspectors came looking for the cream of the crop 

and I‘d say they found our best. We‘ll be pleased to  

present them to buyers.‖ 

 

The Querari‘s – a filly from Sherezade (Lot 136) and a colt 

from Cantari (IRE) are described as ―beautiful, high  

quality yearlings with strong hindquarters. They‘re well-

built, strong horses.   The filly is from a dam who has  

produced two winners from two runners;  the colt comes 

from an Irish mare who has thrown two winners from four 

runners. He has a good international damline and is one of 

the nicest young Querari‘s I‘ve seen.‖ 

 

Favour Stud have two Elusive Forts on the sale and Spies 

told:  ―The Elusive Fort offspring can be a little ‗narrow at 

times but we have two very nice specimens here.  Lot 57 is 

a full-brother to Gr1-placed Elevated. He is a very solid 

horse with substance and strong hindquarters.   

 

―Lot 169 is from the prolific black-type producer Venture-

some.  She is a classic type, very correct with 

a long neck and she covers ground.‖ 

 

Lot 121 is a filly by Flower Alley from the 

mare Red Dor (by Elliodor) and Spies says: 

―Elliodor mares are getting rare. Here we 

have a filly with rare blood, her dam has  

produced five from five and she‘s strong with 

a good shoulder.‖ 

 

Also on offer are a pair of yearlings by  

promising stallion Twice Over (GB). 

 

Lot 60 is Red Wolf (from an Irish-bred mare) 

and Lot 221 is a filly from Cavlista (a half-

sister to Cataloochee).  ―Both look like horses 

who will go over ground. I trained the filly‘s 

dam Cavlista, who had plenty of ability as a 

race filly but had some problems so she didn‘t 

reach her potential, but it could happen with 

her offspring. I like the Captain Al cross with 

Twice Over.‖ 

 

Lastly there is Lot 205, a filly by Visionaire 

from a five-time winning mare by Singspiel.  

―With her kind of pedigree she has value  

written all over her. She has international 

winners all down her damline,‖ commented 

Spies.  -  tt. 

FORMGRIDS IS BACK 

ONLINE 
DAVID Safi‘s Formgrids, the popular  

website badly hacked and removed from the 

web earlier this year, is back online, at least 

partially. 

 

―We are up in a limited way and we will fix a 

few issues. We hope to get past the results 

section this week to fill a few years missing 

from the database, we are getting there,‖ said 

Safi. 

 

Formgrids can be accessed here. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.formgridsorg/subscriber/fgRaceCards.aspx
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„Buddy‟ wins for the girls! 

BLOODSTOCK South Africa sold two-year-olds have 

been firing on all cylinders this season, and another 

BSA juvenile caught the eye when victorious at  

Scottsville on Sunday. 

This time it was the turn of the Dean Kannemeyer 

trained Good Buddy, who justified 9-10 favouritism 

with a facile one and a half length score over 800 metres 

at the Pietermaritzburg track. 

Bred by the Rex Stud, Good Buddy (whose connections 

picked up the R40 000 BSA added value bonus) was a 

bargain R50 000 purchase from the 2017 Cape Yearling 

Sale. 

The flashy grey colt, ridden to victory by champion 

jockey Anthony Delpech, is owned by an all-lady  

syndicate, made up of the trainer‘s wife Tracy, and  

Mesdames Milstead, Ressell, Tovey and Wybrow. 

Good Buddy, easy debut win. 

A pleasing fourth in a barrier trial beforehand, 

Good Buddy is a son of Wilgerbosdrift bred 

champion Elusive Fort, who is best known as 

sire of high class fillies Siren‘s Call, Lauderdale 

and Fort Ember. 

 

The colt, who sports an impressive action, was 

produced by the five time winning Dominion 

Royale mare Ladies Domain. -  BSA. 

Van Huyssteen acquires 

champion Legal Eagle 
 

BUSINESSMAN and passionate racehorse 

owner Braam van Huyssteen has bought dual 

Horse Of The Year Legal Eagle from Mayfair 

Speculators (Pty) Ltd for an undisclosed sum. 

 

He has brought in two partners, Brisbane-based 

William Henderson and Hedley McGrath, and 

Legal Eagle will run in Van Huyssteen‘s silks of 

dayglo yellow with purple spots. The six-time 

Grade 1 winner will remain in the care of ruling 

champion trainer Sean Tarry, according to his 

new owner. 

 

Van Huyssteen, who has around 175 horses, is 

thrilled with his purchase, which was confirmed 

at lunchtime on Friday. ―He‘s the best horse in 

the country,‖ he said, adding that he is hoping 

Legal Eagle will provide him with his first Grade 

1 victory. 

 

In his eight years as an owner, Van Huyssteen 

has had Grade 2 celebrations with Dynastic 

Power and Triptique in the Betting World 1900 

and Cape Merchants. 

 

Legal Eagle and Edict Of Nantes are joint 3-1 

favourite for the Sun Met next month. 
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Monday‟s “Awww….” moment 

AT the Nakayama Eclipse Hotel in Japan, management have  

converted dozens of rooms to ―Kitasan Black Theme Rooms‖ - in 

honour of their reigning Horse Of The Year and a likely runner in 

this weekend‘s Gr1 Arima Kinen at Nakayama Racecourse. They 

are reportedly fully booked. 

THE origin of this photo is unknown, but on Twitter it is aptly  

described as a pic for Monday’s “Awww” moment. 

Theme rooms for favourite horse 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Trainer suspended for 

swearing at stewards 

Trainer John Sadler has the needle to Australian Stewards! 

LEADING Australian trainer John Sadler claims he has been 

harassed and treated poorly by stewards because of a race-day 

treatment investigation. Sadler was suspended for six weeks at 

the Racing Appeals and Disciplinary Board for misconduct on 

Monday. 

  

Sadler admitted to have fallen out of love with the racing indus-

try before being suspended until February 18 over a misconduct 

charge following the scratching of his horse Observational from 

the Gr 3 Eclipse Stakes at Sandown in Melbourne last month. 

 

In announcing his penalty, Racing Appeals and Disciplinary 

Board chairman Judge John Bowman said Sadler's behaviour to 

both chief steward Terry Bailey and his deputy Robert Cram was 

both 'nasty' and 'improper' from a long-standing member of the 

racing industry, who should instead be a role-model. 

 

Stewards claim that Sadler then raised the middle finger of a 

hand and said ‗up yours‘ to the chief steward before saying to 

Bailey ‗there's plenty coming for you my boy!‘. 

 

Sadler took the stand on Monday to detail the lead-up to the 

clashes with stewards. He told Judge Bowman that he believed 

the charge over Observational had links to the Lovani inquiry, 

where stewards are investigating an elevated TCO2 reading from 

the Robert Smerdon-trained mare. 

 

Smerdon, like Sadler and a few other trainers at Caulfield, have 

their stables managed by Aquanita and 

he said that it was this link that caused 

the extra scrutiny from stewards for his 

stable. 

 

―Ever since the Lovani case - which 

has to do with the Robert Smerdon  

stable - I've just been treated so poorly 

by the stewards,‖ he said. 

 

“They are driving my horses  

absolutely mad at the races. 

There are needles before the race, 

needles after the race.” 
 

Sadler said he was so upset by what 

had occurred because he was innocent 

of breaking any rules of racing: ―I 

knew I had done nothing wrong and it 

all goes back to Lovani.‖ 

 

Sadler said he also had another horse, 

Thelburg, set to race on the same day at 

Sandown and he claimed that the horse 

could not perform at his best after  

being called for a drug test, just 30  

minutes before he was due to race. 

 

He said Thelburg was ‗a mess‘ after 

having the blood taken. ―By the time he 

got to the mounting yard, he'd run his 

race,‖ he said. 

 

Sadler's legal representative Peter 

Jurkowsky said Sadler had not threat-

ened the stewards when telling them 

―there's plenty coming for you, my 

boy‖ and he in fact had said ―there're 

plenty coming for you, my boy‖,  

implying that others might be coming 

for the chief steward. 

 

In announcing his verdict, Judge Bow-

man said Sadler's licence would be sus-

pended until midnight on February 18, 

but had given the trainer a week before 

the sanction begins. ―I appreciate that 

you are under stress and have been un-

der stress,‖ Bowman said. ―But this 

was not spur of the moment  

behaviour.”  - Racing.com. 

http://www.inglis.com.au/


10 


