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The great Hong Kong Racing Adventure 

THE always-packed grandstand at Sha-Tin Racecourse. 

What dawned on me over the course of the past week was that I didn’t remember much about the 

last time I visited Hong Kong — except, of course, for what I saw when I was at the racetrack, writes 

travelling US journalist DAN TORDJMAN. 

The images burned into my mind were the tens of 

thousands of rabid fans, young fans mostly, filling 

the beer garden at Happy Valley on Wednesday 

night. I remembered the masses — nearly 100,000 

people — who showed up to cheer on their  

favourites at Sha Tin on HKIR day. There was also 

the hospitality, attention to detail in the customer 

service, the emphasis on betting, and how easy it 

was for someone like me to have such an enjoyable 

experience, so far from home. 

 

In the weeks leading up to this year‟s trip, I 

thought to myself that I would‟ve liked to eat at the 

best local restaurants in Hong Kong and to see the 

sights.  

 

But as soon as I landed, all I truly wanted to do 

was get to the racetrack; that‟s where the magic 

was happening, where the Hong Kong Jockey Club 

had found a formula for success that perhaps we, 

as people who love horse racing in the United 

States, can learn from. 

At Sha Tin each morning, we watched the contenders 

train for the big HKIR races — the Vase, Sprint, 

Mile, and Cup. Encircled by a skyline of high-rise 

business offices and condos, the view from the track 

itself is nothing short of breathtaking.  

 

The facilities at Sha Tin reflect years of 

thought and planning that might not have 

happened were it not for a doubling-down on 

a commitment to racing by the HKJC. That 

commitment came at a time when gambling 

on the sport might not have seemed like a  

prudent move to anyone crunching numbers. 
 

When I visited previously, I learned that the HKJC, 

which operates as a charity (one of the largest in the 

world, in fact), experienced a turnover decrease from 

HK$92.3 billion (US$11.9 billion) in 1996-1997 to 

HK$60 billion (US$7.7 billion) less than a decade 

later in 2005-2006. Rather than backing away from 

racing, the HKJC responded, investing. (to page 2) 
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HONG KONG ADVENTURE  (fm p1) 

 

A lot of the initial investment was spent on 

repairing infrastructure. That was followed 

by upgrades to the exteriors of both Sha 

Tin and Happy Valley. It‟s clear that, from 

there, much of the emphasis in all of the 

club‟s investments are in the areas of  

hospitality and betting. 

As far as hospitality goes, the dining  

options are vast. There are cafeterias 

and noodle bars in the grandstand 

that fans can sample, and then there 

are upscale restaurants in member 

areas.  
 

Yes, you read correctly, there are „member 

areas‟ restricted to some 30,000 people in 

Hong Kong who went through a rigorous 

application process, for which there is a 

multi-year waiting list.  

 

Before becoming a member, several letters 

of recommendation are required. There‟s a 

distinct prestige associated with becoming 

a member, a horse owner, and being  

directly involved with racing in any  

significant way in Hong Kong. 

 

And as for making bets, that‟s one of my 

favourite parts of racing in Hong Kong. 

The wagering options or betting menu is 

so robust, and it offers players at every 

level (novice or professional) to stay in the 

game longer and protect their investments.

— Americasbestracing.net 

THE Gary Player Stud has consigned three lots to the Cape 

Premier Yearling Sale (one of four withdrawn), and Mr 

Player himself will be attending the Sale on 20 and 21  

January 2018. 

 

Claudia Coetzee, who has taken over as Stud Manager at 

Player‟s Colesberg establishment, said that the South African 

legend will be in Plettenberg Bay during January and that he 

is looking forward to present his yearlings in Cape Town. 

 

Their first offering is Lot 65, a filly by Gimmethegreenlight 

from Masai Princess, by Dynasty.  Unnamed, she is from a 

half-sister to eight-time winner Masai Warrior, from the  

family of Gr2 winner Natural Selection. 

 

“This flly is well conformed and well balanced with scope. 

She‟s smart, she‟s a good looker,” said Coetzee. 

 

Lot 155 is a colt by VAR from Debutante Stakes winner  

Supper Club, who has already produced a six-time winner in 

Captain‟s Delight and a five-time winner in Wandies.  Player 

named him “The Last Supper”. 

 

“He‟s a typical VAR, a strong, stocky, sprinting type,”  

Coetzee noted. 

 

Lot 188 is Shenandoah River, a colt by Duke Of Marmalade 

from the Trippi mare Almost Heaven, herself a half-sister to 

Gr1 winner Real Princess. Coetzee gives this one a  

description often attributed to Duke Of Marmalade progeny. 

“A very classy colt,” she said. 

Player’s three choice yearlings 

Gary Player will be attending CPYS 2018. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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FOLLOW US ON TWITTER,   

click on @turftalk1 

HONG Kong Champion Jockey Joao Moreira has ridden 

81 of his 626 Hong Kong winners for trainer John Moore, 

including likes of Able Friend, Designs On Rome, Military 

Attack, Rapper Dragon. Amazingly, Sunday at Sha Tin is 

the first time Moreira will ride for Moore since June, with 

two rides at the meeting. 

An explosive combination  

THIS photo comes from The Curragh Training Centre in 

Ireland, where horses work on a light layer of snow at this 

time of the year. In addition to the turf gallop options, 

there are approximately 12 miles of peat gallops and eight 

all-weather tracks available to work on. There is even 

variation in the surfaces on the all-weather tracks used by 

the likes of John Oxx, Cristy Roche and Johnny Murtagh. 

Morning gallops at The Curragh 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.bsa.co.za/pdf/kds_catalogue.pdf
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Kantor takes the Chair 
 

BERNARD Kantor (photo) was  

appointed Chairman of the Phumelela 

board at a meeting  which took place in 

Johannesburg on Wednesday. 

 

Kantor, who has been a non-executive 

director since the company was 

founded, thanked retiring chairman, 

Peter Malungani, for his 20 years of 

loyal service to the company and 

wished him well for the future. 

 

Kantor added that there have been many 

rumours about the future of racing 

which is understandable in times of  

uncertainty.  

 

“What is certain is that the board and 

management of Phumelela are confident 

about the future of racing and betting in 

South Africa and we look forward to 

meeting the opportunities and chal-

lenges of 2018 and beyond.” 

Father, daughter’s death may 

have been gambling-related 

A dad killed alongside his daughter in South London, UK, could 

have been targeted after a big win at the bookies. Noel Brown, 

69, and Marie Brown, 41, were found dead at his home in  

Deptford, in the early hours of Monday morning. 

 

Noel Brown was last seen four days before police found their 

bodies after forcing their way into the home. Shocked 

neighbours said they were woken by “screaming” before  

pensioner Noel and his nursery worker daughter were found.  

 

Officers say Noel followed a “significant routine” as murder 

detectives try to work out his movements in the days leading up 

to his death. Now police are probing the suggestion that Noel 

was killed following a big payout. 

 

Detective Chief Inspector Simon Harding, leading the  

investigation, said: “Noel, in particular, was well known in the 

area, and he frequently used local betting shops.” 

 

Reports also suggest that daughter Marie might have been killed 

when she tried to intervene. Police said they were following 

multiple lines of inquiry in the investigation. - dailyrecord.com 

Noel Brown with his daughter, Marie. 


