
1 

Newsletter 
MONDAY, 11 DECEMBER 2017           www.turftalk.co.za 

 

       ——————MONDAYS WITH DAVID ALLAN——————————————— 

The race of the Century 

Grundy (right) beats Bustino in „The Race of the Century‟ 

If you Google “THAT TRY” you will find what is known as “The Greatest Try of All Time”. Gareth 

Edwards finished it off after Phil Bennett’s triple side step near his own posts and other immortals 

combined to decimate the 1973 All Blacks in what was no “Baa-Baas” type exhibition match. 

It was a grudge match fought hard by the All 

Blacks because most of the Barbarians had made up 

the 1971 Lions who won the series to defeat the All 

Blacks at home. 

 

In horse racing, is there a ―THAT RACE‖? 

 

For it to compare to THAT TRY, it would have to 

be competed for by the best of the best internation-

ally and on a grand stage. The 1986 Arc is the best 

race for quality I have ever seen, competed for by 

seven Group 1 winners, but ultimately Dancing 

Brave won well and none staggered off the pitch, so 

to speak, like the rugby players. 

 

Boxing shows us the most brutal version of one-on-

one competition and if the THRILLA IN MANILA 

was an extraordinary global event, the 1974 RUM-

BLE IN THE JUNGLE in Kinshasa regularly 

―wins‖ the vote as the greatest sporting event of the 

twentieth century. Horses may sometimes bump 

each other, or occasionally try to grab a bite, but 

but they do not beat each other about the head to the 

point of collapse. However, one day at Ascot two 

great horses ran each other into the ground, not quite 

to the point of collapse but neither horse was ever 

the same again. 

 

―THE RACE OF THE (20th) CENTURY‖ as it is 

still recognised in Europe, and most other places 

where it could be seen back then, has no rival for 

speed and intensity of competition. People who have 

―seen it all‖ including for example Sir Michael 

Stoute still today shake their heads in wonder at the 

1975 King  George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes 

when the budding champion of the Classic  

generation – the Derby Winner - takes on his more 

senior champions over the classic distance. 

 

It all came flooding back this week upon the passing 

of Peter Walwyn. ―Big Pete‖ was old school to the 

core, and amusingly eccentric with it. Twice UK 

champion trainer in the 70s, he had in his charge a 

flashy chestnut by the name of Grundy.  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Pat Eddery appreciating Grundy at Ascot. 

Peter Walwyn biography with 

Grundy/Bustino on the cover  RIP. 

Book cover. 

DAVID ALLAN (...cont) 
 

Grundy won the Derby – then the Irish Derby - and headed to the 

King George as favourite to overcome weight for age and several  

luminaries including Dahlia, one of the greatest race mares in history.  

 

Dahlia had beaten the boys in both the ‘73 and ‘74 ―King Georges‖ 

not to mention winning half a dozen of France‘s top races, the Irish 

Oaks, two Benson and Hedges Gold Cups (now the Juddmonte  

International at York) and the Hollywood Invitational, Man o‘ War, 

Canadian International and the Washington DC International over the 

water. A pioneer of international racing, she travelled 26,000 miles 

and beat 10 Classic winning colts. 

 
She lined up again in ‘75 in the colours of Nelson Bunker Hunt. Little 

did we imagine then that 13 years later she would be Lot 125 at the 

age of 18 in the enforced dispersal of all the Bunker Hunt brothers 

stock at Keeneland on 9th-10th January 1988. They had got on the 

wrong side of the silver market and that was that. 

 

Full of excitement and wrapped up warm – it was minus 20 in the 

wind chill in deep snow with hot chocolate on offer at every turn – I 

attended the sale in Kentucky of 598 lots including no less than 30 

daughters of Vaguely Noble (including Dahlia) and multiple others by 

The Axe, Grey Dawn, Lyphard, Luthier, Liloy and Blushing Groom. I 

barely noticed the weather. 

 

Dahlia was in Keeneland‘s Barn 27. It was like a shrine. Do you  

genuflect or bow? Allen Paulsen paid US$1.1 million to give her a 

great home. 

Back in 1975 at Ascot, however, Dahlia would be outshone not only 

by Grundy but also by the 4 year old Bustino. He had won the St 

Leger then at 4 took the Coronation Cup at Epsom, back to a mile and 

a half.  
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Dahlia with Lester Piggott. 

DAVID ALLAN (...cont) 
 

His trainer Dick Hern put not one but two  

pacemakers into the King George to set a fast gallop  

designed to run the legs off Grundy. 

 

―Blistering‖ more like it. The course record was 

beaten by 2½ seconds, a new mark that stood for 35 

years. When Bustino took over from his hares, the 

ever-stylish Joe Mercer had him clear of Grundy 

coming out of Swinley Bottom and turning into the 

straight. Then Pat Eddery mounted a charge up the 

hill and caught Bustino a furlong and a half out. 

 

From then the battle was titanic. Colossal.  

Astonishingly brave. Considering how quickly they 

were still galloping. Quickening, even. Would 

Grundy sail past Bustino? No. 

 

The 4 year old fought back just about heading 

Grundy again who then in turn fought harder. In Joe 

Mercer‘s words “close to the line, my horse changed 

his legs, his tongue came out and he was done”. At 

that extraordinary speed and intensity, he had failed 

to stay by about 25 yards. 

 

I wouldn‘t take anything away from the iconic  

Affirmed/Alydar duel in the straight in the ‘78  

Belmont, but the Grundy/Bustino duel was  

something else. It finished the careers of both of 

them. 

Grundy ran once more – many lengths behind Dahlia 

at York, as it happened. Bustino never ran again. 

Both went to stud. Grundy – by Great Nephew out 

of a Worden mare – did not distinguish himself and 

was sold to Japan where he was pampered and  

polished for all of his days. 

 

Bustino (by Busted by Crepello, more royally bred) 

went to the Royal Studs where he covered the 

Queen‘s French Oaks Winner Highclere. That tryst 

produced one of the most influential broodmares in 

Height of Fashion who became the dam of six full 

black typers and granddam of a Classic winner and 

more.  

 

Sons of this daughter of Bustino included 

Nashwan, Nayev and Unfuwain, all three 

becoming successful stallions. 
 

Peter Walwyn was Leading Trainer in 1975 in both 

money won and number of winners and Pat Eddery 

became top jockey just four years after being  

champion apprentice.  

 

Both remained as gladiators for years to come; the 

trainer as ―Mr Lambourn‖ where he did much for 

the racing village and for a great many of its  

residents.  

 

The turnout for his funeral will bring much of  

racing together in appreciation. The jockey was as 

great as great could be. He, too, left us two years 

ago. With wonderful memories.  - tt. 

http://www.allanbloodlines.com/
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Investec Derby-placed Wings Of Desire will be joining Gauteng‟s Heversham Park Stud Farm. 

Wings Of Desire will stand at Heversham Park 
ADVOCATE Nigel Riley‘s Heversham Park Farm 

has purchased the well performed Pivotal colt Wings 

of Desire (GB); the winner of the Gr 2 Dante Stakes 

and placed second in the Gr 1 King George VI and 

Queen Elizabeth Stakes at Royal Ascot as a three 

year old to Global Champion Highland Reel. Wings 

of Desire was also placed in the Gr1 Epsom Derby. 

 

By the emerging sire of sires and broodmare sire  

Pivotal who is best known as a sire of Sprinter-

milers, Wings of Desire is out of the stakes winning 

mare Gullwing and as such he is a full brother to 

Eagle Top, winner of the Gr 2 King Edward VII 

Stakes at Ascot and also placed second in the Gr 1 

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes at 

Royal Ascot; and to The Lark, winner of the Gr2 

D.F.S Park Hill Stakes at Doncaster and placed third 

in the Gr 1 Hill Stakes at Doncaster and placed 

third in the Gr1 Epsom Oaks. 

 

Gullwing is a half sister to Sariska (by Pivotal) the 

winner of both the Irish and English Oaks and 

placed second in the Gr1 Coronation cup at Epsom. 

 

Heversham's director of stallions Fred Brons stated, 

―We have been searching for a classic type sire for 

a considerable time. The principle difficulty that we 

encountered in our search was that we did not want 

any ‗hand-me-down‘ sires whilst insisting on  

stallion prospects that had solid pedigrees,  

performance and conformation. Wings of Desire 

ticked all of these boxes with the added bonus that 

he preferred going that was good to firm, thereby 

enhancing his appeal to South African breeders.  

 

―We are also following the latest trend in South 

Africa of importing classic distance type stallions. 

The farm is only some four hours from the  

Nottingham Road area and we are currently  

negotiating with a leading transport company to 

subsidise the cost of  the transportation of mares 

utilising the services of all of our stallions, from 

KZN and the Cape.‖ 

 

For further details contact Fred Brons at  

083 325 8161. -  tt. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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LPQ 2018 fever 

A trip for two to London is up 

for grabs in the 2018  

L‟Ormarins Queen‟s Plate 

Festival Best Dressed  

Competition On 5 and 6 

January. As one of the most 

stylish events on the Cape 

Town  calendar, all guests 

are asked to comply with the 

blue and white dress code.  

Go to  www.lqp.co.za  for 

details. 

Immortal Wink with caretaker Kayla at Lowell Correctional Institution. 

IMMORTAL WINK, a 16-time winning claimer, was on the go pretty well 

non-stop for eight years from his base at Calder in Florida in August 2008. 

By the time Immortal Wink had competed for the final time in June last 

year, he had run no less than 142 times. Arguably that hectic schedule was 

just a spot of early conditioning for the more significant role he has now. 

 

In 2014 Immortal Wink relocated to Puerto Rico, and his last 31 runs were 

all at Camarero racetrack. He managed just one win - in February 2015 - 

winning the princely sum of $2,871 for victory in a one-mile claiming 

race. He was to race another 15 times, placing third on four of those  

occasions, before it was decided he‘d finally done enough racing. 

 

Soon after, Immortal Wink returned to South Florida, where his first career 

had begun, and he embarked on a second career. He made his way to the 

Florida Thoroughbred Retirement and Adoptive Care program. The now 

11-year-old is part of the vocational program at Second Chance Farm at 

Lowell Correctional Institution in Ocala, where female inmates work 

hands-on with retired racehorses. Immortal Wink receives quality care 

while helping to teach life and vocational skills to women in the program. 

 

Gulfstream television host and analyst Acacia Courtney takes a look at the 

program and Immortal Wink‘s part in it, and you‘ll begin to appreciate 

what an important role he is now playing for society. Click here. 

-from TRC. 

11-year-old serves prison society 

http://lqp.co.za/event-information/best-dressed/
https://youtu.be/iu3w-5Y-boE
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Posing with the legendary Mr Roberts 

EVEN today, when people with zero knowledge of racing ask about 

it, some will remember something and inquire, „So, is Muis Roberts 

still riding?‟ . SA‟s great racing ambassador is training, of course, 

and he took time out at Greyville last week for this photo with four-

year-old Emannuel Teunissen,  the country‟s youngest racing fan. 

New work riders are out of the blocks 

ELEVEN work riders from Randjesfontein have just completed a 

three month Certificate Course at James Maree‘s Work Riders 

Academy. They are flanked by Maree (left) and Thorougbred  

Racing Development Centre board member Diane de Kock (right). 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Tears and hope after San Luis Rey tragedy 
THE horror of a devastating fire last Thursday at the San Luis Rey Training Center in San Diego 

was followed a day later by an overwhelming effort in Southern California to save and care for 

evacuated horses. Of the 500 thoroughbreds that were stabled at San Luis Rey, between 350 to 370 

were safely trucked to the grounds at Del Mar, another 100 were moved to the Trifecta Equine  

Athletic Center, which sits across the street from San Luis Rey in Bonsall, California.  Other horses 

are scattered about the region. Approximately 590 other animals (mostly horses) that  fled fires in the 

region are also stabled at Del Mar.  A total of 46 horses perished in the tragedy. 

On Thursday, 7 December, all hell broke loose at San Luis Rey. 

Hundreds of horses fled fearfully. 

Over 150 volunteers arrived to help with feed and aftercare. 

San Luis Downs trainer 

Martine Bellocq is in San 

Diego's UCSD Medical 

Center Hillcrest with 

burns on 50% of her 

body. She and her hus-

band Pierre lost 3 horses 

from their small stable. 

She was burned while 

trying to save them. 

From far away, Hong Kong Jockey 

Club CEO Winfried Engelbrecht-

Bresges announced that Hong Long 

Racing has donated over US$10K to 

the San Luis Rey efforts.  - tt. 
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http://www.bsa.co.za/

