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US racing prepares for legalised sports betting 
Will there be a spot at the table for everyone? 

THE US racing industry is bracing itself for the legalisation of sports betting in states other than  

Nevada, which is expected to have far-reaching ramifications. 

The University of Arizona‘s Race Track Industry 

Program's Global Symposium on Racing this week 

asked, ―Is Racing Ready for Legalized Sports  

Betting?‖ and in reports afterwards suggested that if 

their objective was to answer the title question, this 

objective probably was not met. 

 

If the U.S. Supreme Court decides to overturn the 

Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act 

(PASPA), the answer of whether the horse racing 

industry would be ready for the implications is not 

clear. 

 

What is clear, according to the assembled panel 

Wednesday in Tucson, Arizona, is that the industry 

needs to prepare for those implications, and should 

be doing so already. 

 

Lawyer and lobbyist Marc Dunbar, who attended 

the Supreme Court hearings in Washington on 4 

December, commented: ―Everybody in this room 

that cares at all about the impact of legalised sports 

betting on this industry, and the possible loss of  

pari-mutuel handle as a result, if every state jumped 

in and legalized sports (betting)—you need to be 

ready. I don't think there's any question that there 

were six justices that ... very much appeared to be 

backing New Jersey." 

 

Dunbar warned of a potential ‗Wild West‘ scenario if 

PASPA is overturned, where, without federal  

oversight, states would have the freedom to run 

sports wagering in any number of ways. 

 

―New Jersey is going to get the green light and go, 

and go immediately. ... But when PASPA goes ... the 

net result will basically be the Wild West. There is 

no federal prohibition against states legalising some 

sort of regulatory environment over sports betting 

within their states,‖ Dunbar said.  (to page 2) 
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Dunbar is hopeful sports wagering could somehow be 

aligned with or modelled after the Interstate Horserac-

ing Act, and, because of the Interstate Wire Act, he sees 

potential problems for sports betting on events outside 

of states where wagering would be legal. Still, 

he views legalisation as an opportunity for racing. 

 

―Sports wagering is an additional piece that can attract 

new people. ... There are lots of opportunities for  

creative thinkers and I hope our industry leaders. You've 

seen the tide is coming. Let's not paddle against it,‖ 

Dunbar said. 

 

Michael Grodsky, the vice president of marketing 

and public relations for sportsbook operator William 

Hill, was asked  if lower-takeout sports wagers 

would be a “competitive problem” for horse racing. 

 

―Absolutely not,‖ Grodsky responded. ―I don't think it's 

a competitive problem at all. ―Sportsbook operations 

can bring in more casual fans to drive more revenue." 

 

Jessica Feil, a lawyer who specialises in gaming and 

internet companies, also expressed the opinion that 

horse racing can and should get involved in legalised 

sports wagering. 

 

"Each state has its own set of concerns and issues, but 

two things always come out—how do we keep the 

games and our citizens safe, and how do we make 

money off of it?" Feil said. 

 

―And this is where I think the horse racing industry has 

a fascinating role to play. Horse racing is legalised 

sports betting in this country. This industry has the  

ability, and the connections and the know-how to go 

over it—to go to legislators and say, ‗This is how we 

keep our races safe and this is how we keep our  

customers safe. This is our experience to bring to the 

table to show the states how to do this the right way.‘ 

That‘s a position the horse industry can take to make 

sure that there's a spot at the table for everyone.‖ 

 

Both Dunbar and Feil also emphasised the value of  

education on the state level regarding taxing sports  

wagering, considering the effective takeout rate for 

sports wagering doesn't provide as wide of margins as 

betting on horse racing.—extracts from Bloodhorse. 

 

As a modest owner and punter but avid fan of 

horse racing, I proffer a few constructive  

suggestions on how to increase both revenue 

and attendance at race meetings. In a phrase: 

Racing Should Be At Crossroads. 

 

Given that it rains in summer in the eastern half 

of our country, it is simply poor planning when 

we lose meetings because of it. We should be 

forewarned, and not belatedly fix the soggy pull 

up area at Greyville, and surely the dampness on 

the bend at Scottsville can be resolved, rather 

than having to move to the poly, which results in 

numerous scratchings and less interesting races. 

 

Racing on the Highveld is bedevilled during 

summer afternoons by lightning storms. Why 

not start racing earlier and get through a meeting 

before the predictable afternoon storm? Allow 

me to also appeal to those in authority to keep 

punters informed when rain and or lightning 

causes delays. We are regularly kept in the dark 

for twenty or thirty minutes, looking at a bleak 

picture without a word. Many pack up, go home. 

 

As far as increasing attendance is concerned, 

staging racing at the Vaal is hopeless, and the 

same goes for faraway from the betting crowd 

Kimberley. Racing at Randjesfontein in the 

highly accessible centre of Gauteng warrants 

serious consideration. Easy access is fundamen-

tal so race courses need to be at crossroads. 

 

I was born in the Turf Club Nursing Home 

which faces onto Turffontein, and spent my 

early years in The South, but the Big T is now 

somewhat on the wrong side of the tracks. 

 

Lastly, racing needs to reinvent itself as all 

sporting and business concerns have had to do in 

the new South Africa. We are now a country of 

55 and not merely 5 million people, so anyone 

who talks of ―bringing back the crowds‖ or  

restoring ―former glory‖ is looking in the wrong 

direction – but that should be the subject of a 

serious and strategic think tank.  - Rob Haswell, 

Durban. 

A READER’S LETTER 
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University is Raising Arizona 

THE University of Arizona Race Track Industry Program 

offers a Bachelor's Degree – preparing students for the 

horse racing industry. They promote the course, saying: 

―It‘s glamorous, it‘s fun, it‘s sexy. Have fun with it!‖ 

Hooray, Hooray, its-a-Holi-Holiday! 

IT‘s 8 December and here in Gauteng the schools are 

closed and traffic starts to die down a little as the ‗Vaalies‘ 

depart for Cape Town! This photo comes from Highlands 

Farm, where the young horses obviously share the holiday 

spirit awaiting the upcountry brigade. 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER,  click on @turftalk1 
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http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
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http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
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And not forgetting… the great Ryan Moore 

RYAN Moore, in a league of his own. 

THE brilliant Hugh Bowman – long established as the #2 

rider in TRC Global Rankings – fully deserves an award 

for his riding in 2017. Just not one that says ―World‘s 

Best Jockey‖ on it, at least while Ryan Moore walks the 

planet, writes JAMES WILLOUGHBY. 

 

This year, Moore has had probably the greatest single 

season by a jockey in global racing history. How can the 

sport miss historical achievements like this?  

 

The award given to Bowman, the Longines World‘s Best 

Jockey, ratified by the International Federation of  

Horseracing Authorities (IFHA), came about because of 

arbitrary conditions: only the world‘s 100 highest-rated 

Group or Grade 1 races count; the scoring system is 12pts 

– 6pts – 4pts for first, second and third; and the window 

is December 1 the previous year to November 30 this 

one. 

 

If all Group and Grade 1s are not created equal, the IFHA 

should downgrade some of them. And a good place to 

start is Australia. (This suggestion has been made for 

years now by several Australian racing commenters, such 

as here and here, and the situation is only getting worse.) 

Moore has also gained seven more seconds and 

eight more thirds. No fancy formula is required 

here: Moore‘s 2017 is superior to any other. It 

is true that Bowman has had far fewer rides 

than Moore, though his SR (strike rate) and IV 

(impact value) have been boosted by his  

partnership with Winx. 

 

So, unless some Group 1s are not deserving of 

being labelled Group 1s (TRC Global Rank-

ings does not care what the label of a race is 

but uses only the level of performance) then it 

should be obvious that Moore has had greater 

success than Bowman in 2017. 

 

Incidentally the word ‗Best‘ should have  

nothing to do with this award because it  

implies that an effect is being measured inde-

pendent of the horse. Nobody knows whether 

Moore is the best jockey on the planet, but, as 

his status as long-time TRC #1 confirms, he is 

without a doubt the most successful. -   TRC. 

CONGRATULATIONS to second year  

apprentice Jason Gates, who rode his first  

winner at the Vaal on Thursday aboard Samar 

(R7) trained by Craig Mayhew. 

https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/rankings/category/jockey/
http://www.horseracingintfed.com/default.asp?section=Racing&area=3
http://www.horseracingintfed.com/default.asp?section=Racing&area=3
http://www.theroar.com.au/2014/04/30/five-australian-races-least-deserving-group-1-status/
http://www.theroar.com.au/2013/03/21/too-many-group-races-spoiling-australian-racing/

