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A filly in the UAE was mysteriously injected. (Pic by illustration) 

Grafting in the desert! 
THE Emirates Racing Authority has concluded an inquiry that 

was opened at the Sharjah race meeting on Saturday 11  

November 2017. The inquiry was initiated after a report, from the 

ERA Veterinary Officer, Dr. Belinda Rose, that Hebayeb Al 

Gharbia (AE) trained by Mr. Mohamed Daggash, had a wound on 

its left side jugular vein consistent with a recent injection. 

 

At the initial inquiry, after taking statements from Dr. Rose and 

Mr. Daggash, the Stewards ordered the late withdrawal of this 

horse from Race 3.  Stewards conducted an inspection of the 

truck that transported the filly to the race course and ordered 

blood and a urine samples to be taken. Further statements were 

obtained from the stable staff of Mr. Daggash who, to put it 

mildly, played deaf and dumb. 

 

From the evidence and a later report from Dr. Rose it was  

established that Hebayeb Al Gharbia was sweating more than  

normal when she arrived on the track. The vet suggested that she 

go to the wash bay to cool down, but the grooms advised that she 

had already been washed. 

 

A further examination of Hebayeb Al Gharbia revealed the  

presence of a small, 6mm trace of fresh blood on the hair directly 

over the left side jugular vein, of which the grooms denied any  

knowledge. Since there was no trauma around the filly’s head, Dr 

Rose opined that she must have been injected on the day of the 

race. 

Mr. Daggash himself said that he had 

no explanation of how the wound  

appeared on the left side jugular vein. 

His stable staff explained that the filly 

was fractious when being transported 

to the race course and it possibly may 

have struck its neck on the partition in 

the horse truck, injuring its left side 

neck. 

 

The Stewards refuse to accept this  

explanation, declaring themselves  

satisfied that Hebayeb Al Gharbia was 

m e d i c a t e d  b y  i n j e c t i o n  i n  

contravention with the rules, though 

no substance found, was mentioned. 

  

In assessing an appropriate penalty, 

the  Stewards  underl ined  the  

seriousness of the matter Mr. Daggash 

was fined the sum of AED 30,000.  - 

from ERA press release, edited to  

ensure comprehensibility. 

CONGRATULATIONS to claiming 

apprentice Dennis Schwartz, who rode 

all four legs of the Jackpot at  

yesterday’s Polytrack meeting at 

Greyville including a double for 

trainer Doug Campbell. -  tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Purton’s big night 

ZAC Purton, representing Hong Kong, 

claimed the HK$800,000 LONGINES Inter-

national Jockeys Championship title for the 

first time and at the fifth time of asking, cour-

tesy of two wins in the first and third legs of 

the series. In doing so, he saw off the spirited 

challenge of UK representative Silvestre de 

Sousa, with French champion Pierre-Charles 

Boudot taking third spot on the podium. 

This was a popular local victory – of sorts – 

for Purton, who has a large fan base among 

Hong Kong racing fans. He has been riding 

here since 2007, was champion jockey in the 

2013/2014 season and has more than 750 vic-

tories in his Hong Kong career to date. 

However, he was ranked among the outsiders 

in Jockey Challenge betting and was at one 

point rated a 25/1 chance for victory, well 

behind favourites Ryan Moore, Boudot and 

reigning champion Hugh Bowman. 

 

Following the trophy presentation, a delighted 

Purton said: ―I came into tonight thinking that 

I had quite ordinary rides, but it turned out 

well, and I’m pleased to have won, as I’ve 

gone close a couple of times. I didn’t want it 

to be another déjà vu. You need a lot of luck, 

and I got it in two races!‖ 

Attendance at this celebrated meeting was 

29,294 with record turnover for an IJC  

meeting of HK$1.308 billion. -  hkjc.com. 

Zac Purton, HKIJC winner. 

Raging fire kills 30 horses 

THE raging fires near Los Angeles, California, have 

claimed the lives of 30 horses at Little Tujunga Canyon 

Road in Sylmar on Wednesday. 

 

The Padilla family was there Wednesday morning,  

surveying the smouldering ranch that their father built 

more than 20 years ago. They sombrely counted up the 

dead horses, whose bodies lined dozens of stalls. 

 

The fire was first reported at 3:43 a.m. Tuesday, and the 

family, who lives up the hill from the ranch, had  

awakened to flames. One fire crew came and told them to 

leave. 

 

―All I could think about was the horses, the horses, the 

horses. And they were like, 'Get out, get out, get out,' ‖ 

said Patricia Padilla, whose family owns the ranch. ―The 

structures can get rebuilt, but the lives of the horses can't. 

... That's my biggest heartbreak.‖ 

 

The ranch, which boards horses, had more than 60 housed 

there, said Virginia Padilla, Patricia's older sister. The 

family was familiar with each owner and would be calling 

them throughout the day to deliver the grim news and 

|offer condolences. 

 

―It hurts a lot because these horses are family,‖ ranch  

client Shelby Hope said as she stood near the bodies. 

―They're not just horses — they're horses that we know, 

that we've become close to.‖ - LA Times. 

There were 30 deaths, but 30 surviving horses. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Chit-chat after second string 

AT the Payson Park Training Centre in Indiantown,  

Florida, trainers sometimes visit each other on horseback. 

Here’s Hall Of Fame Trainer Bill Mott popping in for tea 

at the office of colleague, Christophe Clement. 

A Finch’s eye-view at the Valley 

SA’s most prolific racing traveller Brian Finch is in Hong 

Kong this week and filed this photo of his grandstand deck 

seat at Happy Valley on Wednesday evening, from where 

he watched the Hong Kong Jockeys International. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bsa.co.za/
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BRYONY Frost has won the UK’s Stobart  

November Jockey of the Month prize after a 

stellar period which included victory in the 

Badger Ales Trophy Handicap Chase at Win-

canton on November 11. 

 

Despite hitting a rich vein of form, Frost is still 

extremely grateful for each ride she receives 

and is happy to repay the favour. 

 

She said: ―There's a lot of hard work that goes 

in to those winners, you can see how much it 

meant to the owners, trainers, for me, the  

connections. 

 

―There were so many ties, which makes it 

more special to win races of this nature. 

 

―I'm delighted with the opportunities that I've 

been getting recently. When you get these rides 

and you get the job done it makes your life a 

lot easier. You need to grab these opportunities 

with both hands so to get the results is class. 

 

―It's a privilege to get a seat on some of these 

horses and I'm taking one step at a time,  

winner after winner, and seeing where it takes 

me.‖ - Daily Mail UK. 

Bryony’s star on the rise 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 
 

OUR Tweet Of The Week comes from veteran  

bloodstock consultant Alistair Brown (Equarius  

Bloodstock), the international Bloodstock broker who 

introduced Champion Sires FORT WOOD, AL MUFTI, 

G O L D K E E P E R  -  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ,  t o  

South Africa.  

 

“The prices being paid for breeding stock in the US & 

Europe underscore the tremendous value in South 

African bloodstock. Invest here now, before our  

export protocols get changed, and one will look VERY 

clever in a few years time!” 

SA-bred lines up in Hong Kong Mile 

SA-bred Horse Of Fortune (photo), by Stronghold from 

Sweet Virginia (Casey Tibbs), will be lining up in  

Sunday’s Gr1 Hong Kong Mile at Sha-Tin. The race is 

worth a whopping $HK23-million.  Horse Of Fortune, 

bred by Northfields Stud,is a six-year-old trained by 

Tony Millard, who has engaged Umberto Rispoli for the 

ride. He is Gr1-placed, but has only an outside chance 

from Draw 13. 


