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Marsha was the subject of a bidding war between Coolmore and Godolphin. 

Filly with rockstar looks fetches 6-million gns 
THE European record for a thoroughbred at auction 

was broken on the second day of the Tattersalls 

December Mare Sale when the dual-Group 1  

winner Marsha sold for 6-million guineas to the bid 

of Coolmore‟s MV Magnier. 

 

On the racecourse Marsha was one of the leading 

sprinters in recent years, winning at Group 1 level 

in both the Nunthorpe Stakes and Prix de l‟Abbaye 

de Longchamp for her owners Elite Racing and 

trainer Sir Mark Prescott. 

 

The four-year-old filly by Acclamation out of the 

Listed winning Marju mare Marlinka was bred by 

her owners Elite Racing and hails from the family 

of their great Champion older mare Soviet Song. 

With looks to match her outstanding race record it 

was no surprise to see buyers from as far afield as 

Japan, Qatar, South Africa and the US all make 

bold bids to secure her. 

 

Each bid from Magnier, often delivered after 

a lengthy consultation with Paul Shanahan, was met 

with a sharp nod of the head from Godolphin‟s  

representative John Gosden, who was tucked away 

behind the partition just as he had been back in  

October. 

 

“She walks like a rockstar," said auctioneer Simon 

Kerins with the five million mark in sight, but when 

Magnier raised six digits from in the gangway to 

signal a bid of 6,000,000gns there was no encore 

forthcoming as Gosden quickly turned away and 

exited stage left. 

 

“She's very quick and [trainer] Sir Mark [Prescott] 

did a great job with her," said Magnier as he signed 

the docket carrying the European auction record 

price. “Hopefully we can do half the job he's done 

with her.” 

 

Magnier confirmed: “She's going to Galileo. She's 

one of the best sprinters around and she has a lovely 

presence about her.”  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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MARSHA AT TATTERSALLS  (… fm p1) 

 

Marsha's trainer, who has handled the filly's racing 

career with typical aplomb, was among those on 

hand to witness the recording-breaking transaction. 

 

"I was surprised," said Prescott when asked if he 

had expected Marsha to scale such heights in the 

ring. "But it's great for Elite Racing, we got 47 of 

them here on a bus and not many horses have that 

when they go to the ring. 

 

It was a remarkable day with ten lots breaking the 

million guineas barrier and the European turnover 

record for a day at auction also broken. The record-

breaking session also included the final fillies and 

mares from the historic Ballymacoll Dispersal. 

 

The turnover during this session reached 

45,665,000 guineas for the 175 sold, which broke 

the turnover record for any day at a European thor-

oughbred auction, set on the Tuesday of this sale 

back in 2007. The average for the day was 260,943 

guineas whilst the median was 85,000 guineas. 

Turnover for the sale passed 60,000,000 guineas. -

Tattersalls.com an Racing Post. 

SA connections at Tatts 
 

DAUGHTERS of Canford Cliffs, due to stand at 

Highlands Stud in 2018, and Drakenstein Stud‟s 

successful sire Duke Of Marmalade fared well on 

Monday‟s first session of trading at the 2017 Tat-

tersalls December Mare Sale. 

 

Harlequeen, by five time G1 winner Canford Cliffs, 

was sold to Katsumi Yoshida for 400,000 guineas, 

making the four-year-old the joint fourth top lot 

sold on Monday. 

 

A high-class racemare herself, Harlequeen, con-

signed by trainer Mick Channon, was a winner at 

two before training on well to finish third in both 

the G1 Investec Oaks and G1 Irish Oaks in 2016. 

 

Duke Of Marmalade, damsire of this season‟s high 

class stakes winning 2yo Chilean, is the sire of 

Madernia who was knocked down to China Horse 

Club for 340 000 guineas.  - Cape Breeders. 

Safety comes first at Gold Circle 
  

GOLD Circle on Wednesday released a statement 

about weather conditions and racing in the region. 

 

Persistent lightning in and around the race course 

during a race meeting can result in lengthy delays and 

tremendous frustration for both horseracing‟s stake 

holders and fans alike. 

Clearly the safety of horse and rider is paramount and 

no risks will be taken with lightning in the vicinity.  

On the flip side of the coin, Gold Circle fully  

appreciates abandoning races must be a last resort 

and every effort must therefore be made to avoid such 

a situation. 

  

An added concern with night meetings is the welfare 

of grooms and their charges. Racing too late results in 

horses getting back to their training yards at  

unacceptable times and Gold Circle therefore wishes 

to advise that it will henceforth adopt the following 

guidelines: 

  

Greyville night meetings will not continue past 22:30. 

The Company reserves the right to abandon all re-

maining races after this time but will make every ef-

fort to stage as many races as possible.  From time to 

time it may be necessary to prioritise which races are 

run, i.e. in the case of a feature race etc. 

  

Greyville day meetings will be extended into the  

evening in order to give any lightning-delayed meet-

ing every chance of being completed. 

  

Decisions regarding Scottsville race meetings will be 

made based on sunset times. 

  

Implementing the above could mean that a lengthy 

delay will be accommodated in order for as many 

races as possible to be completed at lightning affected 

race meetings, or any other unforeseen  

circumstances.  

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Look for ones with horses on! 

The number of festive cards bought have dropped by  

millions in recent years, with buyers opting for e-cards, but 

there‟s still something special about having nice cards on 

the mantelpiece, like this one by artist Celeste Susany.  

What the heck, surprise someone with a card this  

Christmas. 

A successful second career 

THE grey Rain Dance Maggie, a well-bred filly by Mambo 

In Seattle from Missy’s Thunder, was quite  

promising in training for the racetrack before she ‘went in 

the wind’ and had to be retired unraced. But the   

Moutonshoek-bred has a new owner, Nicola Sparg and she 

is excelling at showing and dressage under rider Anagret  

Swart. Rain Dance Maggie had a 1st and a 3rd at her first 

show. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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AIDAN O'Brien, who this year set the world  

record for the number of Group 1 winners trained in 

a calendar year, received further accolade today 

when honoured with the Contribution to the Industry 

Award at the annual Horse Racing Ireland Awards. 

The winners in seven categories were announced at a 

reception at Leopardstown Racecourse which was 

attended by many of the industry‟s leading figures. 

Guest of honour was Minister for Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine, Michael Creed TD and guests were 

welcomed by Chairman of HRI, Joe Keeling. 

The winners of the 15th annual awards are: 

 

 Contribution to the Industry Award: Aidan 

O'Brien 

 Horse of the Year Award: Sizing John 

 National Hunt Award: Jessica Harrington 

 Flat Award: Colin Keane 

 Outstanding Achievement Award: Joseph 

O'Brien 

 Point-To-Point Award: Barry O’Neill 

 Racecourse Of The Year Award: Down Royal 

Racecourse  -  Horse Racing Ireland. 

Further honours for Aidan 

The Irish award winners. 

Bowman cautious about title defence 
 

AT Happy Valley on Wednesday night Hugh  

Bowman will not only be out to defend his title af-

ter his victory in last year‟s LONGINES Interna-

tional Jockeys Championship, but also to show his 

Hong Kong fans why he is also about to 

be  crowned the 2017 LONGINES World‟s Best 

Jockey. 

 

However, Bowman – like many of the other 11 su-

perstars whom he will be competing with for 

Wednesday‟s HK$800,000 four-race series – is 

cautious about his chances, adding to the belief that 

2017‟s IJC appears an absolutely wide-open event, 

something that only adds to the certainty of a thrill-

ing evening. 

“Last year I looked to have two really good 

chances, but though a couple of mine are drawn 

well this time, they don‟t look as strong. And in the 

first leg I ride what seems to be an average one,” 

Bowman mused. 

 

Sounding a shade more positive, though, the Aus-

tralian maestro, who recently won a third Cox Plate 

aboard the now increasingly iconic Winx, added: 

“But at least that one (Smart Baby) is trained by 

Caspar Fownes. He‟s „King of the Valley‟ so 

maybe he can work his magic.” 

 

Regarding Happy Valley, Bowman added: “It‟s a 

tight circuit and there is lots of early pressure which 

is not what I‟m used to in Australia, where I mostly 

ride. It‟s important to get a good position and of 

course it helps to be on the best horse.” - hkjc. 


