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Dr Sue Dyson has an endless thirst for new knowledge. 

Understanding horses via 

their facial expressions 
A project to develop a guide to help owners, trainers and 

vets identify lameness through a horse’s behaviour and 

facial expressions has successfully completed its third 

stage. 

 

Led by Dr Sue Dyson, head of clinical orthopaedics at the 

UK’s Animal Health Trust (AHT), the first and second stages 

of the study have already successfully demonstrated that a 

horse’s facial expressions are a reliable indicator of pain. 

 

The project’s third stage looked at which behaviours could be 

consistently linked to lameness – with a view to creating a 

method for assessing a horse as a whole. 

 

In all, 24 behavioural markers were identified, including head 

tossing, unwillingness to go forwards, hurrying, toe dragging, 

crookedness, changing gaits spontaneously and stumbling. 

 

The presence of eight or more of these markers was found to 

be a likely indicator of musculoskeletal pain. Lame horses 

displayed an average of nine of these behaviours, while non-

lame horses averaged just two. 

 

The final stage of study will assess how well the ethogram (a 

table of behaviours) works in  

differentiating lame and sound horses. 

Once the final ethogram is complete and 

has met with scientific approval, a  

functional guide for owners will be  

produced. 

 

The study evolved from Sue’s extensive 

clinical work, where she recognised that 

poor performance was often labelled as 

“naughty” behaviour. Often, when the 

problems were finally identified as pain-

related and the horse referred for  

investigation, injuries had become chronic 

and the opportunity for recovery was com-

promised. It’s hoped that by being able to 

detect pain with a visual guide, owners 

and trainers will be more likely to take a 

sympathetic approach to problem behav-

iour, rather than resort to punishment. 

 

Sue is currently marking 35 years with the 

AHT, where she treats hundreds of  

patients each year in the clinic alongside 

her ongoing research. 

 

“Our clinical cases are integral to our  

research. Without them and the  

willingness of their owners to contribute 

their data to our research projects, we 

would not be able to advance veterinary 

techniques as comprehensively as we do 

now,” she said. 

 

“At the AHT we have developed a cycle, 

whereby our clinical patients feed into our 

research, and in turn our research results 

are fed back into the industry to develop 

veterinary and owner knowledge to  

support the care of horses worldwide. I 

have always had a thirst for new  

knowledge and quickly learnt that by 

documenting my clinical observations, 

certain patterns emerged which could be 

translated into recognising new conditions. 

 - Sarah Radford/Horse and Hound. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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SNOWDANCE and her appreciative partner, 

Bernard Fayd’Herbe. (Wayne Marks). 

Snowdance is being 

lined up for rare double 
SNOWDANCE will bid to become the first to complete 

the Fillies Guineas- Klawervlei Majorca double since 

Sun Classique 11 years ago after the spectacular way 

the 11-10 favourite demolished the opposition in the 

World Sports Betting classic at Kenilworth on Saturday. 

 

Justin Snaith, winning this race for the fifth time and 

successful in five of the nine races, said: “She definitely 

won’t run in the Paddock Stakes – we are being careful 

in the way we pick our races this season – so she  

probably won’t race again before the Majorca.” 

 

Jockey Fayd’Herbe said: “At the 500m mark I thought it 

was a bit early to go but she is such a good horse that I 

let her take it up and quicken away. The last filly I rode 

this good was Sun Classique.”  

 

The winner’s 1 min 38.4 time, even though a second 

slower than the Green Point, was the fastest in the Fil-

lies Guineas in the past 12 years. 

 

A daughter of deceased champion sire Captain Al and 

G3 Kenilworth Fillies Nursery winner Spring Lilac, 

Snowdance was a R2-million buy for John Freeman at 

the 2016 National Yearling Sale.  

 

She qualified for the BSA value added bonus of 

R154 000 with her facile classic win and is yet another 

feather in the cap for breeder Vaughan Koster. She  

carries Jack Mitchell’s colours but is part-owned by 

Gaynor Rupert’s Drakenstein which underlined its  

considerable strength in depth by breeding and owning 

both the second and third. 

 

Runner-up Oh Susanna will run in the Paddock Stakes 

while a short head behind was 75-1 shot Fresnaye who 

fully justified Joey Ramsden’s prediction that she could 

run into a place. Lady In Black was just over a length 

further back fourth with Magical Wonderland reproduc-

ing her previous form with the winner in fifth. 

 

Candice Bass-Robinson said: “She got shuffled back 

early on but also I think a mile is a little bit far for her. I 

will give her a break and then she goes for the $500 00 

CTS Sprint on Met day.” - Michael Clower/Gold Circle. 

Gun Runner is back in work 
 

GUN Runner  had his first timed workout on 

Monday since winning the $6 million Breeders' 

Cup Classic (G1) on 4 November.  The cham-

pion took another step toward his final career 

start in Gulfstream Park's $16 million Pegasus 

World Cup Invitational (G1) on 27 January. 

 

Trainer Steve Asmussen is well-known for en-

gaging his horses in easy 800m workouts, and 

this one was an even easier exercise, with Gun 

Runner striding home in relaxed fashion under 

exercise rider Angel Garcia amid patchy fog at 

Fair Grounds Race Course & Slots. 

 

“First breeze back after the Classic, quite a bit of 

travel, a lot of things obviously have transpired 

since then with the announcement that he's  

going to run in the Pegasus and that being his 

last race,” Asmussen said. "With the holiday 

season coming up, we got back on the work tab 

a touch sooner than planned.” - Bloodhorse. 

Gun Runner, keen to work! 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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THIS photo taken from a helicopter above downtown  

Dubai eerily reminds one of the Biblical tale of the Tower 

of Babel, though in the case of the UAE’s jewel people of 

all nationalities seem to live together peacefully and  

communicate well.  It also serves as a reminder that the 

2018 Dubai Racing Carnival is near - a feast of good  

racing, though we’ll be without race caller Terry Spargo 

this year and hopefully the new guy Craig Evans will take 

his head out of the clouds and switch his microphone to 

“loud”. On a different note, did you know that  “cloud 

seeding”  is being conducted on a regular basis by the 

weather authorities in Dubai to create artificial rain. The 

project, which began in July 2010 and cost US$11 million, 

has been successful in creating rain storms in the Dubai and 

Abu Dhabi deserts. The UAE Cloud-Seeding Program was 

initiated in the late 1990s.  We should be hiring a weather 

manipulator for Cape Town! 

Dubai’s eerie overtones 

THE TUESDAY CARTOON 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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The 2017/18 winners are: 

 

CHAMPION 2YO FILLY 
Brave Mary 

CHAMPION 2YO COLT 
Zodiac Jack 

CHAMPION 3YO FILLY 
Anna Pavlova 

CHAMPION 3YO COLT 
Matador Man 

CHAMPION SPRINTER FEMALE 
Anna Pavlova 

CHAMPION SPRINTER MALE 
Talktothestars 

CHAMPION MIDDLE DISTANCE  

FEMALE  Intergalactic 

Intergalactic 
CHAMPION MIDDLE DISTANCE MALE 
Matador Man 

CHAMPION STAYER MALE AND FEMALE 
The Elmo Effect 

CHAMPION OLDER FEMALE 
Intergalactic 

CHAMPION OLDER MALE 
Talktothestars 

BROODMARE OF THE YEAR 
Mary Lou 

STALLION PROSPECT OF THE YEAR 
Crusade 

STALLION OF THE YEAR 
Kahal 

BREEDERS ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Bruce Le Roux 

LEADING BREEDER OF THE YEAR 
Summerhill Stud 

SPECIAL LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARD 
Mr Anton and Mrs Judy Procter 

ANITA AKAL INDUSTRY AWARD 
Greg Muir 

HORSE OF THE YEAR 
Brave Mary 

KAHAL: His presence is still felt three-and-a-half years after his death. (Candiese Marnewick). 

Champions crowned at KZN Breeders Awards 


