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THE Ferraris family in racing: Trainers Ormond (left), and David (middle), with now jockey Luke (right). 

Young Luke Ferraris joins the racing ranks 

LUKE Ferraris (15), will make his debut as an apprentice jockey at Scottsville on Sunday. He will 

ride Hero’s Welcome for Doug Campbell in Race 3 over 1200m and will then get aboard Fast 

Looks for Louis Goosen in Race 4 over 1200m. Both have money chances on exposed form. 

Young Luke is the son of multiple SA Champion 

trainer David Ferraris (and his wife Pam), who has 

plied his trade in Hong Kong for the last 15 years, 

and the grandson of Ormond Ferraris, the 85-year-

old master trainer who has saddled more than 2500 

winners in a career spanning 65 years. 

 

Luke joined the South African Jockeys Academy in 

January 2017 and riding master Laurence 

O‟Donoghue tells Turf Talk:  “Luke is a bright kid, a 

very determined youngster. He was so obsessed with 

becoming a jockey that David had to buy him an 

Equisize Mechanical horse in Hong Kong that he 

could practice on. When he was old enough they  

decided to send him to us. 

 

“Luke has a good attitude and he has been easy to 

teach because of his background in racing. He is  

currently in Gr10 and will be completing his matric 

with us while he serves his apprenticeship.” 

 

Trainer Goosen echoed O‟Donogue‟s words and 

said:  “Luke has a firm background coming from a 

racing family and I have been impressed with his 

intelligence and determination. He has the basic un-

der control, he works hard and he asks questions. I 

gave him a filofax with a stack of information to 

read – rules and regulations and so on. He is  

currently studying the weight-for-age scale.” 

 

Goosen said that the young Ferraris had “a nice seat 

and is very balanced” and said Fast Looks has a 

“small chance” of making the frame.  The filly fin-

ished under four lengths off in her last outing and 

Goosen said that he‟d taken her to Scottsville this 

morning to show her the track. 

 

Luke, in a Youtube interview with a Hong Kong 

journalist posted in May this year, said he‟s always 

felt more comfortable on horseback than on the 

ground. 

 

“I‟ve loved horses ever since I can remember. 

There is nothing more amazing than being on a 

horse racing at full speed.  It‟s easy to do something 

when you‟re doing something you love.” 

 

He said about the Jockeys Academy: “They are 

firm and thorough. They won‟t let you go into a 

race unprepared, they won‟t let  (to page 2) 
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THE LATEST BIG-RACE BETTING 

 

 

Betting World’s betting for Saturday’s R400,000 

Green Point Stakes (G2) over 1600m:  

9-10 Legal Eagle; 3-1 (33-10) Edict Of Nantes; 6-1 

Captain America; 7-1 Sail South, Gold Standard; 12

-1 Our Mate Art; 16-1 Copper Force. 

Betting World’s betting for the R1-million Cape 

Fillies Guineas (Gr 1) over 1600m:  

 

11-10 Snowdance; 7-2 (4-1) Magical Wonderland; 

10-1 (11-1) Lady In Black, 12-1 Via Seattle, Silver 

Thursday; 16-1 Elusive Heart, Rose In Bloom, Love 

Supreme; 20-1 Rockin Russian, Too Phat To Fly; 25

-1 and better others. 

HIGHLANDS Stud‟s exciting young stallion  

Jackson, whose first yearlings fetched up to R2 mil-

lion in 2017, will be represented by his first ever 

runner at Scottsville this Sunday. 

 

The son of red hot sire Dynasty (whose son Liege 

won this weekend‟s G1 Sansui Summer Cup), is the 

sire of the Highlands bred Mystical Son, who is set 

to make his debut over 800m this weekend for Kom 

Naidoo‟s stable. 

 

Out of the regally bred stakes placed Magical Eve, 

Mystical Son was a R130 000 purchase from the 

2017 Sibaya KZN Yearling Sale. 

 

Jackson (also bred by Highlands) was a superb race-

horse whose six career wins included the G1 In-

vestec Cape Derby (where he beat dual Horse Of 

The Year Variety Club), the G1 Daily News 2000 

and the G1 Champions Cup. 

 

Jackson, who himself was the top lot sold from the 

2010 National Two Year Old Sale, earned over R2.3 

million in a career which saw the handsome colt win 

or place in 13 of his 17 outings. 

 

He is one of 14 G1 winners sired by Horse Of The 

Year Dynasty, whose other notable performers in-

clude the Horse Of The Year winning sires Futura, 

Legislate and Irish Flame. -  Cape Breeders. 

Mystical Son. (Highlands Farm). 

First Jackson on track LUKE FERRARIS (..cont fm p1) 

 

you do anything stupid, you know what to do. They 

never miss anything. They‟d rather take an extra 

week or two (with apprentices), to make sure that  

you know what you are doing. Racing in South  

Africa is tough and competitive, high quality racing 

over a wider range as opposed to Hong Kong.” 

 

His ambitions: “I‟d like to become good enough to 

be known around the world, to be able to ride in the 

world‟s biggest races in Australia, Japan and  

especially Dubai.” 

 

His idea of a champion jockey: “I’d say a 

champion is one who lets his actions speak 

louder than words, a humble sportsman who 

has ridden the best horses in the best races.” 
 

David and Ormond Ferraris are expected to be at 

Scottsville on Sunday for Luke‟s big occasion. We 

wish them all well! - tt. 
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The interns pictured with their completion certificates at Scone TAFE. (TAB Australia). 

Chinese interns complete course presented by TAB Aus 

THOROUGHBRED Breeders Australia‟s first  

Chinese internship program came to an end on Mon-

day, November 27. A group of eight interns spent the 

past two weeks in the Hunter Valley, where they  

visited many of the region‟s leading farms, including 

Widden Stud, Coolmore, Yarraman Park, Newgate 

and Darley.  

 

In addition to visiting farms in the region, the group 

received lectures from leaders in areas such as  

veterinary science, farriery, nutrition and equine  

reproduction. 

 

TBA and the marketing body for the Australian 

breeding industry, Aushorse, developed the program 

to help build the skills of those working in the  

growing Thoroughbred sector in China. 

 

“I‟ve been visiting China regularly for three years 

and I was frequently told by the major owners up 

there that they wanted their staff to have the oppor-

tunity to learn from the world‟s best,” said TBA 

and Aushorse chief executive Tom Reilly. 

 

“In response to that, TBA and Aushorse put in 

place a program that really gave the interns the op-

portunity to see how the Hunter farms operate and 

learn from the leaders in our industry. It‟s been a 

great couple of weeks. The feedback from those on 

the program is that they‟ve learnt a huge amount.” 

 

The program is part of a broader move to work with 

the Chinese industry to assist its growth. In the past 

year Aushorse has also supported the travel of vet-

erinarians and a farrier to China to provide work-

shops for staff in the Asian powerhouse. 

 

Among those taking part on the internship were 

farm supervisors, veterinarians and breeding  

managers.  - TRC. 
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Lady Gaga’s passion for horses 

LADY Gaga fell in love with horses in 2015 when her  

record label delivered a gorgeous white colt to her home in 

Malibu for Christmas. She‟s using this photo of herself on 

horseback to promote her new album, „Joanne.‟ - tt. 
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