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JOSEPHINE Gordon is up there in the big league! 

The amazing ‘Josie’ Gordon doesn’t give an inch  
JOSEPHINE Gordon, the UK’s top female jockey, 

hopes her recent achievement of riding 100 winners 

in a year will help inspire more female jockeys to 

break through in her wake. 

 

When Gordon landed the opening maiden on  

Thunderbolt Rocks (10-10 at Wolverhampton on 

Saturday night, she became just the second woman 

to ride a century of British winners. 

  

Gordon (24) emulated the groundbreaking Hayley 

Turner who, coincidentally, achieved her milestone 

at the same track in December 2008, and Gordon 

may well move on to a record-breaking tally of 101 

when she next rides on Wednesday. 

 

That Gordon only rode her second winner as re-

cently as 2015 and has now equalled greats such as 

Ryan Moore (2004) and Frankie Dettori (1990) in 

riding 100 winners in their first season out of ap-

apprenticeship, is a remarkable achievement. 

 

Gordon said: “I think there are more girls coming 

through at the moment and hopefully this milestone 

will help. 

 

“Hollie Doyle rode out her claim at the weekend and 

Nicola Currie is another promising jockey who is 

doing as I did and getting experience with the 

smaller trainers first.” 

 

Gordon relocated from Lambourn to Newmarket at 

the start of 2017 and joined trainer Hugo Palmer's 

powerful operation.  She has made a seamless transi-

tion to the senior ranks and said:  “It was such a re-

lief to finally get it done on Saturday as the last few 

weeks have been a struggle but if I remember rightly 

it was the same when I was riding out my claim.  

 

“The last five winners seem to take forever (to p2) 
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JOSEPHINE GORDON (...cont fm p1) 
 

and I eventually lost it at Wolverhampton as well on 

a complete outsider, so you could say the track is 

my track.” 

 

Palmer paid tribute to Gordon, saying: “It's an  

incredible achievement by Josie to get to 100  

winners and it has come about by a huge amount of 

talent and a huge amount of hard work. 

 

“She must be long odds-on to beat Hayley Turner’s 

record now and I hope it's not my last winner of the 

year so hopefully we can get there together. She's 

been a great ambassador for herself, women in  

general and our yard." 

 

As to the future, he added: “The amazing thing 

about Josie is that she has only ridden 204 winners 

in her entire life. If she stays brave, fit and healthy 

she could have a remarkable career ahead of her.” 

- extracts from Racing Post. 

 

THE WEEKEND’S BIG-RACE BETTING 

 

 

Betting World’s betting for the R400,000 Green 

Point Stakes (G2) over 1600m:  

9-10 Legal Eagle; 33-10 Edict Of Nantes; 6-1 Cap-

tain America; 7-1 Sail South, Gold Standard; 12-1 

Our Mate Art; 16-1 Copper Force. 

Betting World’s betting for the R1-million Cape 

Fillies Guineas (Gr 1) over 1600m:  

 

11-10 Snowdance; 4-1 Magical Wonderland; 12-1 

Lady In Black, Via Seattle, Silver Thursday; 16-1 

Elusive Heart, Rose In Bloom, Love Supreme; 20-1 

Rockin Russian, Too Phat To Fly; 25-1 and better 

others. 

WE reported in October about Durban-based  

Emmanuel Teunissen (4), a young racing fanatic 

who has a special affection for the now retired mare, 

Bela-Bela.  

 

He has a collection of memorabilia, including a set 

of gloves from jockey Callan Murray and  variety of 

photos taken with racing celebrities. 

 

Varsfontein Stud has sent Emmanuel a “letter” from 

Bela-Bela, a few recent photos and a snip of her 

mane, which as you can see has the youngster  

smiling from ear to ear. 

 
“We were touched by the story in Turf Talk about 

Emannuel Teunissen and his love for Bela-Bela,” 

wrote Carolyn Erasmus of Varsfontein, who  

arranged the surprise package. If you missed  

Emmanuel’s story, read here.  -  tt. 

Young fan’s surprise package 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://bit.ly/2ifIUkC
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WESTERN Cape Equine Trust (WCET) Chairman Ken Truter with Lindi White (Taberer) of Avontuur  

Estate and Gaynor Rupert of Drakenstein Stud at Charity Function.  Photos by Troy Finch. 

THE Western Cape Equine Trust’s Charity Race Day 

at Kenilworth on Saturday was a resounding success. 

The trust managed to secure a record income for the 

day of approximately R375,000, up from last year’s 

R260,000. 

 

This was made up via race sponsorship, substantial 

donations, the raffle, catering and the Charity Auction 

which achieved an income of R83,800. The top lot 

was the trip for two to the Investec Epsom Derby 

2018 which was secured by leading owner Etienne 

Braun for R52,000. A Game drive and picnic at Arc 

en Ciel was sold to Susan Rowett for R15,000. 

 

The role of MC and Auctioneer was well handled by 

Robin Jackman of cricketing fame. The event was 

attended by a record and full house crowd of over 

220 people in the Kenilworth Room who all enjoyed 

themselves dining on a three- course meal especially 

created by Dish Caterers for the day. 

 

Included in the guest list were some of  the top 

WCET raises a record 375k on charity day 
Breeders and Owners in the Cape as well as the 

majority of leading trainers. Fine wines were  

generously sponsored by Avontuur Estate, Von-

deling and Antonij Rupert Wines at L’Ormarins. 

 

WCET Chairman Ken Truter commented: “My 

committee and I are extremely pleased with this 

result and would like to thank everybody for their 

support and generosity.” 

AT WCET Charity: Leigh Taberer (left) with  

charity volunteers Casey and Kathy.  
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Accolades for Irish apprentice 

IRISH girl Emily Finnegan has achieved a career highlight 

by being crowned the 2017 Dux of the South Australian 

Apprentice Academy. Finnegan received the top honour at 

the academy’s annual awards event at Morphettville on 

Monday night. The bubbly 24-year-old, whose grandfather 

Cathal Finnegan won the 1970 Irish Grand National, also 

claimed Monday night’s Caitlin Forrest Memorial Award. 

She snared 56 wins in the most recent apprentice academy 

year, including 32 at metropolitan level, placing her third 

on the Adelaide jockeys’ title for the 2016-17 season  

behind Jamie Kah and Clare Lindop. 

Not quite Lone Ranger and Tonto! 

ONE handler cried “enough” after a long day of  buyer 

inspections at the annual Tattersalls December Sale,  

Newmarket, UK. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/

