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SHREWDIE trainer Weiho Marwing may have an ace up his sleeve with 50-1 chance Mac De Lago. 

Mac De Lago presents huge value at 50-1! 
AT Turf Talk we don’t focus on tipping, but we’re 

keen to side with what would be a sensational roughie 

in Saturday’s Gr1 Sansui Summer Cup over 2000m at  

Turffontein. 

 

In the last 18 months we’ve tipped  five times in our 

headline articles -  It’s My Turn (10-1) finished 

fourth in the 2016 Durban July; Safe Harbour won 

the 2016 Lanzerac Stakes at 20-1; Irish Pride (20-1) 

finished unplaced in the 2016 Summer Cup; Black 

Arthur (10-1), ran just off them in the 2017 Durban 

July and Social Order (12-1) finished second in the 

Charity Mile. 

 

That’s one out of five on long-priced horses – all ran 

well and at the very least provided plenty of  

excitement.  We like to go for outsiders because they 

often represent decent market value, especially in 

feature races, and obviously you don’t need big 

money to win big money backing them! 

 

Veteran racing industry executive and former  

racing editor Robert Garner phoned up early this 

morning to hear what we fancied for the Cup and 

as we hadn’t made up our minds he provided a 

few pointers including the interesting observation 

that “Mac De Lago is chucked in at the weights 

and is priced up completely wrong at 50-1!” 

 

This struck a nerve and we had a second, and a 

third look at the six-year-old import, whose merit 

rating has dropped from a high 114 in July 2016 to 

102 for the Summer Cup tomorrow. 

 

Off a 114, Mac De Lago finished third to The 

Conglomerate in the 2016 Durban July, giving 

him 4kg. 

(to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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LATEST SUMMER CUP BETTING  
 

Betting World’s latest Sansui  

Summer Cup betting 

 

6-1 (13-2) Orchid Island 

7-1 (15-2)  Pagoda 

15-2 Crowd Pleaser 

9-1 Hermoso Mundo, Abashiri, (10-1) Wind Chill 

13-1 (14-1) Liege 

15-1 (16-1) Brazuca, Social Order 

16-1 French Navy, (18-1) Master Switch,  

Girl On The Run 

18-1 Coral Fever 

20-1 Tilbury Fort 

25-1 New Predator, Master Sabina, 

33-1 Fort Ember 

40-1 Let It Rain 

50-1 (66-1) Mac De Lago 

MAC DE LAGO (fm page 1) 

 
Off a 107, Mac De Lago beat Trip To Heaven in 

the Gr1 Champion Stakes over 1600m. 

 

Off a 104, he was beaten 1.60-lengths by Master 

Sabina in the 2015 Summer Cup when he was 

drawn 17-20, and is 1.5-kg better off for that run. 

 

In any book, that doesn’t make Mac De 

Lago a 50-1 chance – he is one of the  

freshest horses in the race, a massive  

runner on true ability and should arguably 

be in the 12-1 to 16-1 range, hence  

representing great value at his current 

R68,50 for a tote win. 
 

Historically good performances are never a fool-

proof guide and as Garner points out, “the big 

question is whether Mac De Lago will run to his 

best form.” 

 

So will we have egg on our faces? Probably not. 

 

Mac De Lago’s trainer Weiho Marwing told  

Andrew Bon in an interview last week: “He’s a 

happy horse, he doesn’t take that much work any-

more. He needed his last run when he put himself 

into the race well and only got tire late. I’ve  

changed a few things I his work programme. I’m  

expecting a big run.” 

 

As always, we’re putting our heads down – the 

only way to win in racing. When you fancy some-

thing, back it. Odds-on or 50s, support your fancy! 

 

Here is our Sansui Summer Cup first-four: 

 

1. (7) Mac De Lago 

2. ( 5) Brazuca 

3. (19) Social Order 

4 (3) French Navy. 

 

*Robert Garner tips Social Order to win from 

Brazuca. -  tt. 

Like A Panther for Dingaans 
 

GUEST writer Chris “Toffa” Santos, agent for jockey 

Callan Murray and a bloodstock consultant for Empire 

International Bloodstock, previews the Gr2 Investec 

Dingaans over 1600m. 

 

THE Dingaans has been a launch pad for many a great 

horse over the years and given the perceived quality of 

this season’s three-year- old crop, we may see a few 

special ones in this year’s renewal. 

 

Mike de Kock has no less than five runners in the race 

and he will be hoping to take home the spoils with one 

of them.  Stable jockey Callan Murray will be hoping 

that his De Kock arrow will be the right one and why 

shouldn’t it be? 

  

Murray’s mount Like A Panther defeated some decent 

older handicappers on his last start and he seemed to 

have a lot more in hand. But for his draw, there aren’t 

many ticks in his negatives column. 

  

The next of the De Kock salvo is the  

undefeated Alshibaa. The son of Street Cry will be 

looking to stay undefeated and with a plum draw and 

the services of Cape based jockey Bernard Fayd’herbe, 

he could well have a say in this. (to p 3) 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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DINGAANS PREVIEW (cont) 

 

Pietro Mascagani is another of the De Kock horses 

going for glory and he has been the subject of a 

very heated debate by all in racing regarding his 

“low” merit rating.  De Kock appealed his rating as 

he believed it was not a fair reflection of his debut 

performance but the horse has made the final field 

and if not finding this too much of a step up, he 

could be the arrow that hits the target.  

  

Many will be out to crash the De Kock party, one 

of those being Ideal Secret who ran a cracker in the 

Graham Beck behind Zen Arcade. The son of Ideal 

World will be looking at a mile-plus later in his 

career and after recently being purchased; new 

owners will be hoping to recoup some of their  

outlay early.  

  

Big Bear believed to be the leading hope from the 

Tarry yard but sales race form doesn’t always stand 

up and I will stick with that opinion. 

  

Well-bred Silver God looks to have a much better 

chance in this. He has always been highly regarded 

by the yard and this could prove his moment. He 

could be upset material. 

  

Another for upset material is Seerite. He was very 

eye catching in the Graham Beck as he flew from 

near last to grab fourth late on. Hopefully he can be 

ridden more aggressively this time so that his finish 

will reap bigger rewards. 

  

One of the toughest races on the card but I 

will go with Like A Panther. The merit of his 

last start cannot go unnoticed, once asked he 

responded without fuss and if placed  

correctly it’s his for the taking.  
  

Seerite is definite value at around 25/1 and can’t be 

ignored at these odds, a definite runner in this. 

  

Ideal Secret has some very decent form and should 

be thereabouts but may be a little more exposed. 

 

Chris Santos selects:  

  

1. (3) Like A Panther 

2. (8) Seerite 

3. (6) Ideal Secret  - tt. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/


4 

 

Racing Saves the Rhino 
 

THIS  Friday’s night meeting at Kranji will 

play host to a worthy cause not often heard of 

at the races in Singapore – saving the  

rhinoceros in Africa. 

  

Racing for Wildlife in partnership with the  

African Society of Singapore are behind this 

event in aid of Rhino conservation to raise 

awareness of this important issue. The endan-

gered species is under threat from poachers 

who hunt them for their horns, well sought  

after, mainly in Asia, for their purported  

medicinal properties. 

  

Former Singapore Turf Club racing  

commentator and now freelance racing media 

player Gareth Pepper was one of the main co-

ordinators for this event. 

“This Friday will be a night for rhino conversa-

tion. It’s a chance for like-minded people and 

the racing community in Singapore to come 

together and aid Rhino conservation” said  

Pepper. 

 “I’m personally passionate about saving the 

rhino as it’s a real epidemic at the moment, 

but, eventually, this charity will not be re-

stricted to rhinoceroses only, but to wildlife 

worldwide. 

  

“Singapore will stage the first of an annual 

event, which we intend to turn into a world-

wide event. We are looking at branching out to 

other countries like Australia, South Africa, 

Hong Kong and Europe. For further details on 

the event and tickets, log onto the African  

Society of Singapore website at   

http://africansg.com  

Track bans iconic racing paper 
 

Management of Churchill Downs and Daily Racing Form 

– two iconic racing institutions that date back to the 

1800s – apparently will not be sitting down together for a 

Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 

The two parties have been feuding in recent months, cul-

minating with Churchill Downs opting to ban on-track 

sales of the daily racing newspaper founded in 1894.  

 

In conjunction with that decision, Churchill Downs has 

developed its own print product, the Churchill Downs 

Betting Guide, which includes past performances, news 

and analysis from Brisnet.com, a racing data company 

also owned by Churchill Downs Inc. (CDI), parent com-

pany of the Louisville racetrack founded in 1875.  

 

Brisnet.com publishes an array of on-line handicapping 

products. The on-track sales ban extends to CDI-owned 

Fair Grounds in New Orleans and the company's off-

track betting sites. -  Paulick Report. 

http://africansg.com/
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THE thoroughbred horse racing documentary series A 

Racetrack Somewhere, which was aired first on  

Racing.com, was this week awarded the EQUUS Film  

Festival's best equestrian series International in New York. 

The five-part documentary series, produced by journalist 

Jo McKinnon (photo) explores the essence of remote and 

iconic horse racing in Australia. -  tt. 

Oz racing doc wins NY award 

Mark du Plessis to ride for All-Stars 

 

ZIMBABWEAN-born, New Zealand-based jockey Mark 

Du Plessis (photo) will compete in his first State of Origin 

Jockey series next month after accepting an invitation to 

compete for the new All Stars team. The series, to be held 

in Queensland, includes two days of competition at Doom-

ben racecourse on December 8 and 9, before heading to 

Caloundra on December 10 to decide the series. Du Plessis 

will be joined in the All Stars team by another South  

African Robbie Fradd and will compete against six other 

teams representing Australian States and New Zealand. 

Michael Rodd and Tye Angland will represent New South 

Wales, Luke Nolen and Claire Lindop will fly the flag for 

Victoria, while Dwayne Dunn and Jamie Kah will ride for 

South Australia, and New Zealand will be represented by 

Damian Browne and Larry Cassidy.  - Racingnews.co.nz. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bsa.co.za/

