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The “unassuming” Pagoda is a big contender in Summer Cup. 

Woodruff targets a seventh 

Summer Cup success 

TRAINER Geoff Woodruff has won the R2-million Sansui 

Summer Cup over 2000m on the Turffontein Standside 

track six times, including the last four runnings. He says 

he targets the Cup “because it’s there”. 

 “We always tend to buy stayers and this race suits them. It’s a 

lovely race, a lovely race day,” said Woodruff. 

 

His previous wins were with El Picha (1999), Eventuail (2002), 

Yorker (2013), Louis The King (2014), Master Sabina (2015 

and 2016). 

 

One thing Woodruff tends to do, if possible, is only give his 

runners one prep run before taking them into the Summer Cup. 

“You’ve got to remember the Joburg horses can end up having 

a long season. We have this short Spring/Summer season, then 

we go to the Cape, that’s followed by our long autumn season 

and then we’re into the KZN winter. 

 

“After that you have to rest them up at the start of the new sea-

son, do all your vaccinations and all the tedious servicing. So, 

what you need is their form to be just good enough to qualify 

for the Summer Cup and to show they’re in form. You then do 

all the work at home and by the end of November they are 

ready to fly. You don’t want to be too well prior to the Summer 

Cup because you end up getting the most ridiculous penalties. 

“As a result, I tend to hold back on them 

and try not to get to big a weight,” said 

Woodruff. 

 

This year Woodruff saddles Banner Hill, 

Pagoda and Master Switch. All three 

have winning chances but it is Pagoda 

who is currently joint third favourite at  

8-1 with Banner Hill at 14-1 and Master 

Switch at 16-1. 

 

“Banner Hill is a lovely, honest  

handicapper,” said Woodruff. 

 

“He’s a nice horse who will be suited by 

a good pace. I think, just due to the size 

of the field, they will go quite quickly. 

Some 50% of them are badly drawn so 

they tend to do the first two or three  

furlongs at a good lick. After that they 

tend to stretch out as some fall back  

because they’re going too fast, while oth-

ers continue up front. 

 

“They don’t have to go at breakneck 

speed to have a fair race. 

 

“Banner Hill had a good warm-up run 

and has had two nice grass gallops, as 

has Pagoda. But while Banner Hill is a 

very good track horse Pagoda is not,  

although he’s starting to show some  

decent work right now.” 

 

Pagoda won the Listed Derby Trial over 

the course and distance, giving weight to 

all but one runner, and then he went on to 

finish a 1.75-length second to Al Sahem 

in the Grade 1 SA Derby over 2450m at 

Turffontein. 

 

“He’s a very unassuming little horse,” 

commented Woodruff. “Nobody consid-

ered him for the Derby and the winner 

went on and ran second in (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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the Durban July. There’s the form line! 

 

“Sometimes Pagoda gives himself too much 

to do so I just hope that with his light 

weight JP van der Merwe can keep him a 

little closer to the leaders this time.” 

Master Switch finished third in last year’s  

Summer Cup, but he has proven in the last two 

seasons that he hates running at Greyville. He is 

the only Woodruff runner who has had two runs 

going into the Summer Cup, the last being a 1.15-

length third behind Girl On The Run in the Vic-

tory Moon.  

 

“I was very happy with his last run. We seem to 

have a change of season virus period and he really 

got laid low. We saw it coming because after his 

poor first run Master Switch pulled up blowing. 

 

“We had to give him another run because he had 

dropped out of the top 20 on the log. That was the 

real Master Switch. I know it was possibly a shade 

close to the Summer Cup. He does have to over-

come No 16 draw, so his fate will depend on the 

pace. Last year he was drawn No 17 so if he runs 

the same type of race he ran last year he must 

have a chance.” - Jack Milner/TAB News. 

Master Switch. 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 
@turftalk1 

LATEST SUMMER CUP BETTING  
 

Betting World’s latest Sansui  

Summer Cup betting 

 

13-2 Orchid Island 

15-2 Crowd Pleaser, Pagoda 

9-1 Hermoso Mundo, Abashiri 

10-1 Wind Chill 

14-1 Banner Hill, Liege 

16-1 French Navy, Social Order,  

Brazuca, Girl On The Run 

18-1 Master Switch, Coral Fever 

20-1 Tilbury Fort 

25-1 New Predator, Master Sabina, 

33-1 and upwards others. 

Will this be Johan’s biggest day? 

TRAINER Johan Janse van Vuuren has his runners in 

top form for the Sansui Summer Cup. It will be no  

surprise to see the promising trainer land his first Cup. 

Crowd Pleaser (15-2 second favourite, photo below) 

drew at No 6, in-form Girl On The Run (16-1) drew at 

No 5 and New Predator (25-1) drew at No 9. However 

Brazuca (10-1), the mount of Gavin Lerena and argua-

bly the stable elect, drew at No 1 he goes to the front, 

as he did when beating Abashiri last time, the wide 

draw might have little impact on his performance.  

The trainer said: “My only problem with Crowd 

Pleaser is the long Turffontein straight. They have 

the chance to run him down. Brazuca is very well. 

He loves the course and will have no problem with 

the distance. Girl On The Run won a good race last 

time and will be even better over this distance.”  - 

TAB News. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Win a trip to the 2018 Investec Epsom Derby 

THE Western Cape Equine Trust (WCET) will be 

hosting their annual charity race day at Kenilworth 

this Saturday. 

 

The Trust, a registered Public Benefit Organisation 

(PBO), has been raising funds to help improve the life 

of equines since 2005. Its Rehoming Program focuses 

specifically on the safe and secure future of  

Thoroughbred racehorses once they are retired from 

their racing career. 

 

There will be prizes, lucky draws, raffles and exciting 

auction items, the main auction prize being a trip for 

two to the 2018 Investec Epsom Derby, including 

flights sponsored by Kuda Insurance, accommodation 

in a London hotel and Investec Race Day Hospitality 

– a true dream for racing enthusiasts. 
 

WCET Chairman Ken Truter said that bookings for 

the charity have gone well and that guests are excited 

about the fantastic main prize, but that individuals 

who can’t make it to Kenilworth on Saturday are  

welcome to contribute and put themselves in line for 

the big Derby trip, one of the best prizes ever 

given away in racing 

 

The tickets are going at only R375 per person and 

interested parties can phone Tessa on 082 702 

4197 or Brittany on 072 239 8463. -  tt. 

Per Illustration (Getty Images). 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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SARAH Harrison, CEO of the UK’s Gambling Commission. 

Gambling industry is at a “tipping point” 
THE UK Gambling Commission’s CEO, Sarah  

Harrison, has warned operators to raise the bar when 

it comes to treating customers and that “change is 

now coming”. She said operators were reaching a 

tipping point and that some of their numbers could 

find their future “increasingly in peril”. 

 

Harrison made her comments in a speech to the 

regulator's annual Raising Standards conference in 

Birmingham on Tuesday. 

 

Last year Harrison had stressed the need for  

operators to take action to prevent a crisis that 

would shake customer trust in the industry. 

 

On Tuesday she asked. “Looking honestly at your 

businesses, with open minds, have you done 

enough? I think the need is more pronounced now 

than it has ever been, and the bald facts are that you 

haven't done enough to demonstrate to us that 

you’re there yet.” 

Harrison acknowledged operators had made  

progress in some areas. She added, however, that 

while public and political focus had been on fixed-

odds betting terminals, the commission had been 

concentrating on online gambling. 

 

She went on: "The bar has been set too low by  

operators in relation to identifying customers at risk 

and treating them fairly. The [commission's]  

strategy makes clear change is now coming.  

Fairness, transparency and harm-prevention are  

essential. 

 

"Unreasonable behaviour and slow progress will not 

be accepted by us, by our partner organisations and 

certainly not by consumers. We are at a tipping 

point and those that do not share this commitment, 

those who do not deliver for the consumer, will find 

themselves in an uncomfortable position, with their 

future in this industry increasingly in peril." - from 

Racing Post. 
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CHURCHILL is the latest son of Galileo to go to stud and 

he has arrived at Coolmore in Tipperary, Ireland. The  

multiple Group 1 winner was Galileo’s first two-year-old 

winner at Royal Ascot. His big wins included the Dewhurst 

Stakes, the English and Irish 2000 Guineas. He will stand 

at a fee of €35,000. 

Churchill arrives at Coolmore 

THANKSGIVING is celebrated in the US on the fourth 

Thursday of November, every year (today) -  an annual 

early Christmas Day celebrated with lots of food and wine. 

As always, horses form a big part of Thanksgiving  

promotions, though the illustration above may not appeal 

to fitness fanatics! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bsa.co.za/

