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HORSES over the jumps at Cheltenham. 

A leading jumps jockey has called for organisers to be “ashamed of themselves” after the death of 

four horses in the space of three days at Cheltenham Racecourse. 

Two horses died in separate incidents last Friday. 

Four-year-old four-year-old Counter Shy was put 

down after pulling up badly lame in a hurdle race, 

and nine-year-old Need To Know snapped his  

near-hind leg after slipping on the landing side of a 

banked area in a cross-country race. 

 

On Saturday, five-year-old Glenmona stumbled and 

fell on the back straight of a Flat race, which resulted 

in her death, and on Sunday a fourth horse died when 

six-year-old London Prize suffered a nasty fall on a 

downhill hurdle, landing on his head and twisting his 

neck, that resulted in vets putting the gelding down 

upon arrival. 

 

So far this year 11 horses have died at Cheltenham, 

one more than the 10 killed in 2016, and jockey 

Brian Hughes publicly criticised the state of the 

course after riding two horses on Sunday. 

 

Hughes, who finished second on Cloudy Dream in 

the Shloer Chase, told ITV Racing: “The track 

should be ashamed of themselves, watering so 

much. That's horrendous ground.” 

 

Fellow jockey Stan Sheppard added: “It's like  

galloping through PVA glue.” 

 

Champion jockey Richard Johnson said: "It would 

be lovely to have fresh ground each day but I don't 

know the layout well enough to know if they can do 

that. (to page 2) 

Top jocks reckon Cheltenham is a death trap  

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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CHELTENHAM (...cont) 

 

"It's always nice to have the freshest ground for 

graded races, so hopefully they can keep looking at it 

and improving. But it's not easy after the weather we 

had." 

 

Simon Claisse, clerk of the course, defended the 

state of the track and claimed that officials had not 

watered it for three weeks because it was initially in 

good condition, before excessive rain changed the 

condition, and he hit back at Hughes by claiming he 

should “substantiate his claims before being publicly 

critical”. 

 

"We watered before the October meeting so it was 

not good to firm, for very obvious welfare issues,"  

Claisse said. "On the Friday it was good and the 

clock backed that up. Once opened up it rode 

slightly easier the next day. We've not touched it 

since. We had 12mm of rain yesterday on good to 

soft ground that's turned it soft and heavy." 

 

Dene Stansall, Animal Aid's horse racing  

consultant, said: “After unwatchable scenes of 

horses falling and breaking down injured, and four 

young, innocent horses dead at the end of three 

days' racing, questions must be answered and peo-

ple held responsible for this blatant animal abuse. 

 

“The British Horseracing Authority and Jockey 

Club Racecourses can no longer excuse the deaths 

of horses as 'accidents'. - extracts from article in 

Irish Independent. 

INNOVATION is the name of the game at Kuda Insurance, where 

artists Dominique Thoenes was called in at the beginning of 2017 

to draw a variety of horse-based cartoons illustrating various  

services offered by Kuda. 

 

The brilliant illustration above caught our eye and Kuda Sport 

Horse MD Dawn Newman comments:  “To keep our advertising 

appealing we go with a new theme every year. We’ve had  

celebrities on horses and now we have cartoons, next year we will 

try something new. Dominique Thoeles displays her works at the 

Kuda horse events, she is very good.” 

 

Kenya-born Thoeles studied at the University of Cape Town and 

is herself a horse lover and polo 

player. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kuda always have structured pack-

ages and special offers going and 

horses bought at last weekend’s  

Capital Auction, and vetted, will en-

joy free critical care cover and free 

public liability cover for a year if in-

sured for R200,000 mortality or more. 

 

Kuda has its roots in the bloodstock 

insurance industry, and has diversified 

into other niche insurance industries 

like Sport Horse, Game and Wildlife 

and Aviation insurance, and offer a 

range of personal and commercial 

short-term insurance products as well 

as foreign exchange services to these 

niche client groups. -  tt. 

Dominique Thoeles 

Kuda innovates with help of artist 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Dominiquebellamatatat/
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LATEST CUP BETTING  
 

Betting World’s latest Sansui  

Summer Cup betting 

 

13-2 Orchid Island 

15-2 Crowd Pleaser, Pagoda 

9-1 Hermoso Mundo, Abashiri 

10-1 Wind Chill 

14-1 Banner Hill, Liege 

16-1 French Navy, Social Order,  

Brazuca, Girl On The Run 

18-1 and better others. 

Summer Cup will be pretty in pink 

TURFFONTEIN will be pretty in pink on Saturday with the  

running of the Gauteng SANSUI Summer Cup over 2000m.  

 

Pink is the official colour of Sansui and for the ninth year, they will 

be joining forces with Phumelela Gaming & Leisure, as well as the 

City Of Joburg to present “the People’s Race”. 

 

The Summer Cup is almost as old as Joburg itself and is now taking 

place in its third century. Joburg began to grow after gold was  

discovered on the Highveld in 1886 and the first time the race took 

place was just one year later in 1887. 

 

“This race meeting belongs to all the people of Johannesburg and, 

as Phumelela, we are proud and excited to present an event that will 

appeal to the wide diversity of people; and make this a world-class 

African horse race, for everybody living in this world-class African 

City,” said Rob Scott, Tellytrack CEO and Executive Sales &  

Marketing for Phumelela. 

 

“The Gauteng SANSUI Summer Cup race meeting will provide fun 

and entertainment for the entire family and we want to promote a 

carnival atmosphere with a variety of music, fashion shows and 

entertainment for the kids as well.  

 

“We will have a number of hospitality marquees that will embrace 

and celebrate the ethnicity of the city, yet at the same time, bring 

everybody together to enjoy the day as one. 

“And just as the race unites all in 

attendance and watching at home, it 

also unites our racing industry as it 

attracts the finest horses in the  

country to battle it out on the High-

veld turf,” added Scott.  

 

“Among the previous winners are 

some of South Africa’s greats such 

as two-time Durban July winner El 

Picha, Triple Crown champion Louis 

The King, and Master Sabina, who 

will be looking for a hat-trick of  

victories. 

 

“ O t h e r  w i n n e r s  s u c h  a s  

Dancewiththedevil and Yorker went 

on to continue their racing careers 

overseas.” 

TAB betting opens today punters can 

bet a TAB All To Come into the 

Gauteng Sansui Summer Cup. Start 

your bet on any race meeting from 

Wednesday 22 November to Friday 

24 November and make your last  

selection a Win or Place bet on the 

Gauteng Sansui Summer Cup.  - tt. 
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Where horses are rock stars! 

IN Japan, racing fans are laying down blue sheets to claim 

their positions in the queue for seats at Tokyo Racecourse 

on Sunday for the Gr1 Japan Cup.   

PATCH, the one-eyed horse, is one of the nominations for 

the US Vox Populi, or “Voice of the People” Award, which 

recognises the racehorse whose popularity and racing  

excellence best resounded with the public and gained  

recognition for the sport during the past year.  The Todd 

Pletcher-trained colt finished third in the Gr1 Belmont 

Stakes. -  tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/

