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A U.S. district court jury has found a veterinarian and  

pharmacy guilty of multiple charges for their roles in introduc-

ing and delivering dermorphin, often referred to as "frog juice," 

for illegal use in horse racing from November 2010 to December 

2012 in Louisiana. 

 

Veterinarian Kyle James Hebert and Omaha-based Kohll's Phar-

macy & Healthcare were each found guilty of multiple federal 

charges for their roles in the creation and distribution of dermorphin. 

 

In 2012 there were about 30 positives in post-race samples for  

dermorphin, a powerful painkiller discovered in tests at Industrial 

Laboratories in Colorado; tests that also would later be used by the 

Louisiana State University equine drug-testing lab to find the  

substance. Dermorphin picks up its "frog juice" nickname because it 

is produced by certain South American frogs, but this case involved 

a synthetic version of the substance. 

 

In its outline of the conspiracy, the U.S. Attorney said Kohll's  

received synthetic dermorphin from a chemical supply company in 

Torrence, CA, and offered that product for sale as an animal drug.  

 

Kohll's relabelled the product to make it appear that it had been 

compounded by Kohll’s for a specific horse owned by a specific  

The vet, the pharmacist 

and their “frog juice” 

person upon the prescription of 

Hebert. 

 

Also outlined in the conspiracy, 

Hebert and his employees acting at 

his discretion, provided dermorphin 

to trainers for at least four race 

horses in the Western District of 

Louisiana.  

 

As a further part of the outlined con-

spiracy, Hebert purchased approxi-

ma te ly  815  mi l l i g r a ms  o f  

dermorphin at a cost of $25,140 

from Kohll's from Nov. 2010-Dec. 

2012. The substance was falsely 

identified as "d-peptide." 

 

Referring to the dermorphin as 

"1 shot," he advised trainers 

that it would make the horses 

focus and run faster. He also 

told trainers that the substances 

was "untraceable," meaning it 

would not show up in a post-

race blood test. 
 

Hebert broke federal laws by  

distributing syringes of the substance 

that either had no label attached or 

only a hand-written "1" on the end of 

the plunger of the syringe. Trainers 

were instructed to inject the  

substance one hour before race time.  

 

The U.S. Attorney said Hebert and 

his employees back-dated invoices 

to conceal the distribution of the  

dermorphin syringes to trainers. 

 

Louisiana trainers sanctioned in 

2012 for use of dermorphin included 

six Quarter Horse trainers and three 

Thoroughbred trainers.  - Originally 

published in Bloodhorse. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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At the CTS Lanzerac Ready To Run Sale 
HERE are some more prospects that will go through the auction ring at the CTS Lanzerac Ready To 

Run Sale at Durbanville this Friday. You can see them gallop at the track from 9.30 on Thursday. 

Lot 45 is Seek Moon Magic, from Oldlands Stud. 

She’s an alert, well-balanced daughter of Oratorio 

and Earn A Moon, the half-sister to international  

performer Lucky Find. 

From Normandy Stud comes Lot 10, Arctic Cat, a 

son of Silvano and Arctic Lily by Western Winter, 

from the immediate family of Kelly, Victory Moon 

and William Longsword. 

Lot 91, below, is Rocky Night, an athletic son of 

Seventh Rock from a mare by In The Wings, who 

has already produced three winners from four 

foals. He is from Golden Touch Thoroughbreds. 

Yesterday we published the wrong photo of Lot 

115, Casablanca Kid, by Horse Chestnut, from a 

half-sister to Sand and Sea and Pointing North. 

Below is the right Casablanca Kid, from  

Beaumont Stud. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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One punter took a hiding! 

THIS photo comes from a betting agency in the U.S., 

where one punter took a hiding on Breeders’ Cup Day. Pity 

he missed out on our local TAB’s recent “Win A House 

With Losing Tickets” competition!  

Donkey Products in demand  

THE government of Botswana has banned the export of 

donkey products because the poor animals are being 

slaughtered inhumanely for their skins, hooves and meat to 

feed an already multi-billion dollar trade with, you guessed 

it, China. As per a Twtter posting, one Botswanan  

entrepreneur is selling donkey milk and hand lotion in  

Johannesburg. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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IT’s quite amazing how different societies view and enjoy different types of equestrian activities. This 

photo show a mare called “Great Things Happen” winning the New Zealand Trotting Gr1 Free-For-All 

at Addington near Christchurch in front of a massive Tuesday crowd earlier today. This was, believe it  

or not, Day 17 of the annual Addington Harness Racing Festival.  

Jockey throws sand at difficult filly 
 

JOCKEY  Raul Da Silva has found a novel way to be suspended in 

England. 

 

Da Silva was riding Sandkissed at the Chelmsford night meeting on 

Thursday last week when the filly proved difficult to load into the 

barriers. He dismounted and when the filly still refused to load 

tossed a handful of the Polytrack surface at her hindquarters. 

 

The 100/1 chance then proceeded to load before finishing last of 

eight in a 1200m sprint. 

 

Chelmsford stewards gave him a one-day ban for “improper  

behaviour”, deeming his action an "unacceptable method of  

encouragement”. 

 

Da Silva said he was not aware his action contravened the rules. 

“What I did helped the horse go forward. I think I did the right 

thing. I didn't know you're not allowed to do that.” 

 

Trainer Amy Murphy said she was surprised by the decision. 

 

“The filly clearly wasn't fazed and what he did worked,” Murphy 

said. “It was a flick of sand, the kickback that a horse receives  

during a race on the all-weather would be a hundred times worse. 

 

“I'm very surprised by the stewards' decision. They were trying to 

get her in, she wasn't going in. He flicked some sand at her and she 

walked straight forward.” - tt. 

Corey Brown, Fourways-bound. 

“Meet the Jocks”  

in Fourways 
 

ON Friday racing fans can meet the 

jockeys riding at the Air Mauritius 

International Jockeys’ Challenge, a 

six-race test that will pit South  

Africa’s best against a team of top-

class riders from abroad. The jock-

eys will be at the Betting World out-

let at The Buzz Shopping Centre 

in Fourways from 11am. More here. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/final-teams-for-turffontein-jockeys-international/

