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Varsfontein’s Furdy is best qualified stud groom 

FURDY Swartbooi serves as the youngest member and leader of an industry co–operative. 

THE success of any equine breeding business depends on its ability to keep mares and foals healthy. 

As such, stud grooms play an indispensable role as caretakers, nurturers and guides to  

Thoroughbred horses., writes BRENT LINDEQUE. 

Caring for these animals is a matter of great passion, 

dedication and sacrifice, leaving little time for other 

endeavours. However, this level of hard work has 

never discouraged local stud groom, Furdy  

Swartbooi, from working towards advancing his  

professional career. 

 

Swartbooi is one of the highly skilled stud grooms at 

Varsfontein Stud located outside Paarl in the  

Western Cape. 

 

He is no stranger to the everyday demands of caring 

for foals, racehorses, or breeding stallions or brood-

mares as he starts the day in the stables, performing 

the most basic tasks such as cleaning and feeding the 

animals. His job requires much more than hard 

physical labour; Swartbooi is a devoted stud groom 

who shows incredible dedication and attentiveness to 

the protection and welfare of these majestic animals. 

Having grown up in Riverview – a disadvantaged 

and gang-riddled community in the Worcester  

District – Swartbooi and many other stud grooms 

start their careers with very little support or formal 

knowledge of equine breeding activities and  

bloodlines. Stud farms are usually situated in rural 

areas and are an important source of employment to 

local communities. 

 

However, low levels of education amongst rural 

farm workers can make it difficult for grooms to 

fully understand the complexities of the stud farm 

business and thus to rise up in the stud farm  

industry, despite the important role they play. 

 

Commenting on finding his passion, Swartbooi 

says: “Grooming never even crossed my mind! I 

can still remember the first day that I arrived at 

Varsfontein – just after finishing high  (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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school – and had to learn to deliver a foal! Since then, 

I have come to understand the importance of our role 

within the breeding industry.” 

 

With new blood already arriving this spring season, 

Swartbooi will focus his attention on ensuring safe 

deliveries and the health of the mares and foals – 

critical components of raising healthy and sound race

-horses. Varsfontein is known to sell most of its  

yearlings annually, so the initial development stage is 

paramount to producing horses capable of  

commanding top prices at auction. 

 

Swartbooi has achieved the highest level of  

qualification for a stud groom currently, and now 

serves as the youngest member and leader of an  

industry co-operative – a group of independent stud 

grooms who aim to put their skills to the test by 

means of a small business, funded through the  

Department of Trade and Industry. 

 

In order to become a member of the co-operative, 

Swartbooi and his team had to successfully complete 

a minimum of three training modules offered as part 

of the training initiatives supported by the  

Thoroughbred Breeders‟ Association (TBA). 

 

The training is aimed at empowering grooms to gain 

the necessary practical and professional skills that 

will enable them to eventually pursue success in their 

own business enterprises. Supporting this initiative, 

the TBA believes that these hard-working,  

knowledgeable stud grooms will not only bring up 

healthy, competitive racehorses – they possess the 

potential to invest in their own, or a share of their 

own, Thoroughbreds, either mares to breed their own 

foals from, or weanling foals that can be auctioned on 

for profit once they reach the correct age. 

 

Catherine Hartley, CEO of the TBA, comments: “It is 

our goal to promote the industry at large through 

initiatives that encourage the breeding and genetic 

improvement of Thoroughbred horses in South 

Africa, but also that open doors to a brighter future 

for the previously disadvantaged members of our 

community. 

 

“We look forward to placing greater focus on more 

sustainable and formalised training courses for 

grooms in the near future, enabling them to  

participate more equitably in the industry. We are 

delighted at the prospect and believe that this will 

change the future of SA horse breeding as much as 

it will change these grooms‟ lives.” -first published 

on goodnewsguy.com 

Sun Met tickets are available 
 

TICKETS are up for grabs to the 2018 Sun Met 

Celebrated with G.H. Mumm on Saturday, 27 

January 2018. The theme for 2018 is „Style ahead 

of the Field‟ and racegoers are invited wear their 

best Afro-chic and get ready to celebrate in style. 

 

General Access tickets can be purchased via  

Ticketpros.co.za and at the Kenilworth reception. 

 

General Access tickets include access to all public 

areas including the grand stand with public bars 

and catering facilities, as well as access to the  

official after party and include two R50 betting  

vouchers. For those wanting something a bit more 

exclusive there are a variety of packages on offer,  

ranging from picnic sites to VIP packages starting 

from R2350.  

 

Visit Ticketpro to book your tickets or visit http://

www.sunmet.co.za/ for more information. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.ticketpros.co.za
https://www.ticketpros.co.za/portal/web/index.php/event/c5568e2e-5045-9b11-415e-59cb4416b13d
http://www.sunmet.co.za/
http://www.sunmet.co.za/
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Disa Leader.. drowsy in Dubai 

SOUTH African Zaan Thompson, one of the outriders at 

Meydan, posted on Twitter this photo of him and former 

Mauritian star Disa Leader, taken at the Dubai track  

yesterday. It is possible the desert heat got to Disa Leader, 

hence his heavy eyebrows, but it is more likely he was  

affected by one of the hopelessly soft, mono-toned  

deliveries served up by new race caller Craig Evans. -  tt. 

THE 2017/18 Dubai International Carnival was launched 

by Emirates Officials Frank Gabriel (left) and Malih Al 

Basti on Thursday. They’re standing next to a statue of  

Arrogate, the 2017 Dubai World Cup winner. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.bsa.co.za/
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On sale at Lanzerac R2R 

Lammerskraal Stud will be offering eight high quality 

two-year-olds at next week’s CTS Ready To Run Sale 

Presented by Lanzerac Hotel & Spa. The Lammerskraal 

draft includes lots by such top-class stallions as Duke 

Of Marmalade, Fort Wood, Gimmethegreenlight, 

Querari, and leading first crop sire What A Winter (by 

Lammerskraal’s own champion sire Western Winter). 

The first foal of Go Deputy’s multiple stakes winning 

daughter Adobe Pink, Rusty Pink (lot 4, photo above) 

is very closely related to the high-class Western Winter 

sired runners Brutal Force, Nania and new sire Red 

Ray. 

Lot 5 is a beautiful colt by Captain Al from All Is  

Secret, a descendant of one of the best-known and most 

prolific families in the stud book He’s a first foal of a  

mare who was Champion 2-y-o filly in SA in 2011/12. 

Jockey blames violent 

behaviour on “brain fade” 
 

AN apprentice jockey suspended after punching 

a horse at South Australian race meeting has 

described his actions as a "brain fade". Dylan 

Caboche was observed hitting his mount She's 

Reneldasgirl ahead of race two at Port Lincoln 

on Wednesday. 

 

Thoroughbred Racing Southern Australia  

conducted an immediate inquiry and suspended 

Caboche for two weeks for misconduct. 

 

Caboche, 22, said his actions “weren't the  

greatest”. He added: “My actions behind the 

gates, striking a horse, is obviously not the right 

way to go about things,” he told Seven News. 

“It was a brain fade and it shouldn't have  

happened.” 

 

Thoroughbred Racing SA said it did not  

condone or tolerate such behaviour. 

 

“It is hoped this penalty, which will remain on 

the rider's record and will impact his earning 

ability, will send a strong signal to others”, it 

said in a statement. 

 

The RSPCA called for a tougher penalty while 

the Coalition for the Protection of Racehorses 

said the jockey should be banned for life. 

 

“If jockeys can't control their tempers, they don't 

deserve to be on the racetrack," communications 

manager Ward Young said in a statement. If this 

is what we see on race day, we can only imagine 

what goes on behind the scenes.” - from Sydney 

Morning Herald. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/

