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CUMULUS, an under-the-radar gelding by Toreador, capable of taking on big guns. 

Small-time owner’s confidence pays off 
RACEHORSE owner ROB HASWELL explains why he thought running his 17-1 Durban-based 

sprinter Cumulus in a strong field at Turffontein last week, made pretty good sense.  (Cumulus  

finished second, beaten 3.75-lengths by highly promising Muwaafy). 

Trainer Nathan Kotzen has been criticised for run-

ning my horse Cumulus, at Turffontein last Satur-

day, against Mujaafy (AUS), trained by his former 

boss, Mike De Kock. But that criticism is wide of 

the mark, as the decision was mine, and I would 

submit that it was a sound decision. 

 

Allow me to expand. Cumulus won his first start 

impressively and in a good time over 1200m at 

Scottsville, while I was overseas. In his second run, 

he faded somewhat to finish fifth to Zen Arcade 

over 1400m on the Greyville poly, and it is worth 

noting that Zen Arcade was entered, and indeed 

won, the Graham Beck Stakes at Turffontein last 

Saturday. 

 

I was anxious to see just how good Cumulus is over 

1200m on turf, but with Scottsville out of use until 

December, and with Greyville now primarily a poly-

track –especially if there is any rain – I began to 

look at the Vaal and Turffontein meetings in  

November. Anton Procter, who bred Cumulus,  

encouraged me but again the decision of when and 

where, and to compete in a race which included  

runners from the De Kock and Tarry stables, was 

mine. De Kock versus Kotzen was not a  (to page 2) 
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consideration. Of course, there were Doubting  

Thomas‟s who felt that little old Cumulus would  

embarrass us in such good company – pick an easier 

race, they opined. But, apart from the fact that they 

don‟t pay the training fees, I wanted to answer a  

fundamental question: just how good is Cumulus? 

 

We knew he was fast, working well and racing fit. We 

also knew he was very quick into his stride and  

cruising speed over 1200m, and that he kept finding 

over that distance. Therefore, I was confident of a 

place cheque to cover the costs of racing him on the 

Highveld. Of course, Cumulus was up against  

Mujaafy, who had won his maiden impressively and 

could be anything, but his merit rating was 84 while 

Cumulus had been rated 87 after his first win. 

 

So, was Cumulus worth his merit rating, and wouldn‟t 

the Turfffontein race answer that conclusively?  

Besides it seemed more sensible than running him in a 

local 84, in which a placed run would only see his 

rating increased even higher, and not tell us anything 

we did not already know about Cumulus. 

 

I must admit that having been born at the Turf Club 

Nursing Home, which looks onto the Turffontein 

course, where my father had raced horses, and a 

stone‟s throw from Wembley Stadium where he 

staged several world title fights, added a boyhood 

dream element into my decision. 
 

Although he was beaten, Cumulus did not disappoint 

and was clearly second best only to a horse owned by 

the Crown Prince of Dubai. Even a highveld  

thunderstorm did not phase Cumulus, and given that 

Mujaafy looks to be a future champion, his run was 

certainly full of merit, and confirmed his rating.  

 

After the race Mike de Kock graciously said “I am 

sorry you had to come all the way here and bump into 

a champion”. 

 

Anthony Delpech, who rode Mujaafy and had 

won on Cumulus, added, “I told Craig Zackey 

that your little horse can really run”.  

 

Larry Weinstein, who graciously hosted us for the 

day, said “I knew Nathan would not bring a horse 

here if it couldn„t run”. 

 

So for me it was mission accomplished, as Cumu-

lus ran a blinder and Nathan Kotzen deserves 

nothing but praise on a job well done. We may 

well have horse, will travel again, if the paucity of 

turf races in the KZN province continues. -  tt. 

 BC samples test all clear 

ALL samples collected from 2017 Breeders‟ Cup 

horses have been cleared by the Kenneth L. 

Maddy Equine Analytical Chemistry Laboratory 

at the University of California, Davis. 

All horses competing in Breeders‟ Cup races Nov. 

3 and 4 at Del Mar underwent pre-race testing for 

total carbon dioxide (TCO2) levels in blood. The 

Maddy Laboratory then conducted post-race  

testing of both blood and urine samples for  

prohibited drugs, including cobalt, collected from 

the first four finishers in all Breeders‟ Cup races 

and any additional random horses selected by the 

stewards consistent with CHRB protocol. 

 

The Maddy Lab is accredited by the  

Racing Medication and Testing Consortium 

(RMTC) It is the only racing laboratory in the 

Western Hemisphere certified by the International 

Federation of Racing Authorities.—Bloodhorse. 
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LIAM Tarentaal, a third-year South African Jockeys 

Academy apprentice, has ventured overseas, making 

his way to Dubai to grab a fantastic opportunity 

there with both hands. 

 

Grandstand Stables, with trainer Ali Rashid al 

Rayha at the helm, was specifically looking for a 

capable, light-weight claiming apprentice to join his 

yard and upon recommendation, they approached 

the South African Jockeys‟ Academy.  

 

Nineteen-year-old Liam fitted the bill perfectly, able 

to ride at a bottom weight of 50kg, he still claims 

4kg and, with 18 winners under the belt, has  

experience to call on as well.   

 

Liam has been racing in Port Elizabeth for the 10 

months and has enjoyed good success there,  

especially having shone on the Gavin Smith-trained 

Easy Street, a five-year-old mare by Brave Tin Sol-

dier on whom he recorded a hat-trick of wins in as 

many starts.  

 

Grandstand Stables boasts some useful stats from a 

yard stabling 25 racehorses, achieving 29 winners 

and 103 stake cheques from 298 runners and 40 

winners and 126 stake cheques from 290 runners in 

the latest two seasons, 2016 -2017 and 2015-2016 

respectively. This season, so far from only 12 run-

ners, they have managed two winners and four stake 

cheque earners. 

 

Liam will be representing Grandstand Stables until 

the Dubai Wold Cup next year, which will take 

place on 31 March. 

Tarentaal to ride in Dubai 

Liam Tarentaal. 

SUMMER CUP ARCHIVES 

TRAINER Stuart Pettigrew with Tyson, 2004. 

TYSON, the unfashionably bred but gutsy son of 

Silvino, came home flying to win the 104th running 

of the Summer Cup on 27 November 2004.  

 

The main challenge came from Mike de Kock‟s 

Gang Related who ran on well with the small  

Brazilian bred filly Ilha Da Vitoria in tow. The sole 

KwaZulu-Natal raider and Selvan Moodley trained 

Tamarino Bay stayed on well for 4th. At the wire, 

Tyson, ridden by Piere Strydom, was an impressive 

4.25 length winner. 

 

“It is amazing how it works out. I was dropped from 

James Jaguar after the November Handicap and I 

was without a ride. Luckily for me and unluckily for 

Rene Bonham, I got the mount on this horse,” said a 

thrilled Strydom. Tyson`s regular pilot Bonham, 

who had broken an ankle, was unable to ride the 

gelding. 

 

Tyson, bred by Peter Naidoo and owned by Naidoo 

and Mr R Pancham, took home the first prize of 

R1.25 million to add to his R276 306 that he had 

earned already. He was by Silvino out of Telle Belle 

by Sledgehammer. 

 

"I am absolutely delighted, I will take a break  

tonight after 3 months of preparing this horse", said 

a relieved trainer Stuart Pettigrew. "This is the best 

horse in South Africa, they can bring what they 

want, we will take them on", he added. 

 

Tyson was syndicated in 2005 and exported to  

Dubai, where he won two handicaps and finished 

fifth in the Gr1 Jebel Hatta for Mike de Kock.  He 

was transferred to Venetia Williams in the UK, 

where he won a hurdle race at Haydock in 2007. -

extracts from sahorseracing.com 
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O’Brien family in 2000 

A growing family of racing stars, circa 2000, when trainer 

Aidan O‟Brien (left) was only starting to hit the big time. 

Next to him (left to right), is son Joseph, daughter Sarah, 

son Donacha, daughter Ana and wife Anne-Marie. 

“Pollie, ons gaan Pêrel toe~!” 

PAARL Tourism is encouraging travellers to visit Paarl 

and Wellington this summer and, of course, a beautiful 

horse is used in one of their promotional shots.  They say: 

“Summer is the ideal time to head for the outdoors and the 

stunning Boland towns of Paarl and Wellington are ready 

to welcome visitors for a sizzling summer. From picnics to 

game drives, outdoor events and adventures as well as 

gourmet offerings, wine tastings and accommodation deals, 

Paarl and Wellington should be considered as a summer  

destination of choice.” Not forgetting that (near enough) 

Durbanville and Kenilworth will host race meetings every 

week, including the 2018 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and 

the Sun Met in January. We’re all moving to the Cape, and 

we’ll drink wine instead of water. Roll on holidays! - tt. 
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