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JAMES Goodman with partner Sandra De Oliveira. New 

horizons beckon! (Pic: Brent Abrahams) 

Goodman gives up training 

after 43 years in racing 
 

VETERAN trainer James Goodman has decided to call it a 

day. He will be handing in his trainer‟s licence after almost 

43 years in the game. On 16 December, his horses and  

stable equipment will be sold lock, stock and barrel at his  

Summerveld stables. 

 

Goodman was granted his license on 1 January 1975 and 

started training at the Vaal with just six horses. In that same 

year he won the equivalent of the then Gr1 Germiston  

November Handicap  (Charity Mile), with Profumo, a “PE 

chuckout” ridden by Robbie Hill. 

 

He moved to Newmarket and later was one of the  

pioneering trainers at Randjesfontein, where the initial 

years were hard but where he enjoyed a high rate of  

success with runners like Duke Of Marmalade, All The 

Rage Natural Force, Last Watch and Gold Tax. He trained 

over 40 Graded winners, including seven Gr1s. 

 

Seeking a more relaxed lifestyle, Goodman moved his  

operation to Durban in 2004 and decided on a “boutique 

yard” of 30 horses, which suited him very well and brought 

the peace of mind he desired, but the string dwindled down 

to between 15 and 20 in recent years. 

Goodman said on Wednesday morning: “I 

can‟t make a living anymore.  Little stables 

can‟t survive and I predict that more small 

trainers will give it up soon. You have to run 

a big stable these days to make a decent  

living. Costs are high and if you haven‟t got 

a good horse or two in the stable it‟s  

impossible to keep going. 

 

“I‟ve thrown money at it to keep going. My 

partner Sandra and her parents have also 

helped, but there are no more funds left and 

this is where it‟s at now. Our TV show  

Winning Ways lost a few sponsors and that 

was money that plugged a few gaps. 

 

“For the last two years I haven’t been 

able to find a single new owner for my 

yard. Earlier this year I bought five 

horses at a sale and I tried to syndicate 

them, but I couldn’t secure even one 

owner to take shares, not even among 

existing patrons and friends. As it 

stands I own 55% of my own stable, so 

I am responsible for more than half of 

the feed bill to start. Nobody can keep 

this business afloat without financial  

backing.” 
 

Goodman believes his well-publicised  

“caffeine” case resulted in a poor impression 

created in public and said:  “The National 

Horseracing Authority‟s lawyer Jonathan 

Witts-Hewinson went  vigorously after me. 

They attacked me as an individual and as a 

trainer, making derogatory statements,  

accusing me of  being obstructive when all I 

wanted to do was prove my innocence. 

 

“While I won the case, it cost me a huge 

amount of money. I didn‟t lie down and in 

the end I was vindicated, but the NHRA will 

only be paying my costs from the High Court 

Application and nothing before that.    

(to page 2) 
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JAMES GOODMAN (...cont) 
 

“In their commentary on the matter the NHRA admits 

that there was a reasonable apprehension of bias on 

the part of Witts-Hewinson, the chairman of the  

enquiry board but they still put claim on the illegal 

substance found in one of my horses. 

 

“The fact is, my witness Dr Tobin had not been  

allowed to testify in the case to refute the allegations, 

the judge calling it „manifestly unfair‟! Had Tobin 

been allowed to speak, I believe we would have won 

the case on merits alone coming up against Dr Schalk 

de Kock of the NHRA. But we were denied. This 

case had a major effect on my training career.” 

MR Goodman has been around for a long time. This 

photo dates back to the 1970s—a winner at Gosforth 

Park—and we wonder who that jockey was? 

It‟s perhaps all water under the bridge now and Mr 

Goodman, a man with an extraordinary cheerful 

and enthusiastic approach to life, will not be lost to 

racing forever. He will continue in his role as  

anchor of Winning Ways and said:  “I will stay  

involved in bloodstock, become an agent. I remain 

a horseman. I can still put my expertise to good use 

for clients.” 

 

He will be missed by his colleagues at  

Summerveld and by punters and fans around the 

land, and he will miss his horses, but Goodman 

said: “The decision is made. On 16 December I 

will be selling everything, from horses to bridles to 

the last feed bucket.”  -tt. 

Khan recovers from knee op 
 

JOCKEY Mark Khan, who returned to race-riding 

this season, has been forced to undergo a knee  

operation which is expected to keep him out until 

at least February. 

 

The injury happened on 15 October when riding 

work. “It was a freak accident. The horse ducked 

and my foot hung up in the irons. I twisted my 

knee when I fell and tore my posterior cruciate 

ligament,” was how the former champion jockey 

described the unfortunate combination of events. 

 

Thankfully, the injury is completely unrelated to 

his premature retirement nine years ago, as that 

was due to a neck issue. 

 

A successful operation took place a week after the 

October accident and he is already in a programme 

of physiotherapy. – TAB News. 

FIND US ON TWITTER AND BE INFORMED 

@turftalk1                   

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Sixteen times Over…  
 

KLAWERVLEI Stud‟s young stallion Twice 

Over Champion was represented by his 16th  

individual first crop winner on Saturday when 

his well bred son Double Mink won second time 

out for trainer Joe Soma. He currently ranks as 

one of South Africa‟s most exciting young sires. 

 

Bred by Drakenstein Stud (who also bred Twice 

Over‟s brilliant son Sand And Sea), Double 

Mink stayed on strongly to win by a length over 

1400m and he looks a progressive sort who can 

only build on this victory. 

Double Mink, a R125,000 son of Twice Over. 

Joe Soma’s runner should make at least double 

that on the racetrack. 

Owned by Mayfair Speculators in partnership 

with Mark Currie and Braam Van Huyssteen, 

Double Mink was a R125 000 buy from the 

2016 CTS Emperors Palace Select Yearling 

Sale. 

 

Twice Over‟s other notable first crop winners 

include unbeaten G1 Gold Medallion winner 

Sand And Sea, as well as the unbeaten Do It 

Again, who has been entered in the G2  

Selangor Cup to be run at Kenilworth on 

Lanzerac Ready To Run Stakes day. 

 

Twice Over, who himself earned over 

2 000 000 during his illustrious racing career, 

has nine two-year-olds on the CTS Ready To 

Run Sale this month, including a filly out of G3 

Champagne Stakes vixen Countess Corlia (Lot 

33), a colt bred on the same Twice Over/

Spectrum cross as Sand And Sea, (Lot 74) and 

a colt whose dam is a half-sister to G1 Prix 

Maurice de Gheest  winning sire King‟s Apos-

tle (Lot 98).  - tt. 

Medaglia D’Oro joins the 

league of super stallions 
 

MEDAGLIA D‟ORO, sire of two Breeders' Cup  

winners last weekend and the leading sire by number of 

grade/group 1 winners this year with seven, will have 

his 2018 fee raised to $250,000, Darley announced on 

Tuesday. 

 

Talismanic in the Longines Breeders' Cup Turf (G1T) 

and Bar of Gold in the Breeders' Cup Filly and Mare 

Sprint (G1) put Medaglia d'Oro over all other North 

American sires by number of elite winners.  

 

His other grade 1 winners this year include 2-year-old 

Bolt d'Oro, 3-year-olds New Money Honey and Elate, 

turf mare Dickinson, and the brilliant champion  

Songbird, who topped the Fasig-Tipton November sale 

Nov. 6 when she sold to Mandy Pope for $9.5 million. 

 

In graded racing history, the only other American  

stallions to have as many as seven grade 1 winners in a  

single year are Mr. Prospector, Danzig, and Storm Cat. 

 

“Even before the Breeders' Cup, the demand for 

Medaglia d'Oro was extremely high,” said Darren Fox, 

nominations sales manager at Darley in America. “After 

the wins by Bar Of Gold and Talismanic… we feel it 

incumbent on us to listen to what the market is telling us 

and adjust his fee accordingly.  

 

“We have always set our fees at fair and competitive 

levels and we think that this is certainly in line with that 

historical approach.”  - Bloodhorse. 

Medaglia D’Oro: Great racehorse, great sire. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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THIS photo comes from Normandie Stud in West Sussex, 

UK, where Listed placed Deirdre has given birth to a foal 

by Frankel, playing here in the paddock with his mom. The 

foal has been named „Kenneth‟. 

Deirdre and colt by Frankel 

YESTERDAY was (allegedly) Hug-A-Bear Day. There’s a  

commercial purpose of sorts for every day these days. 

They’re all probably just excuses to get closer to horses. As 

we’ve seen, most ―X Day‖ campaigns recently have been 

launched with photos of horses. That’s cool! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/

