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Levy to bring new income for British Racing 
Online bookies reckon government has lost the plot 

RACING authorities in Britain have hailed a  

reformed levy system that came into effect yesterday 

as “a new era for racing!” The system is designed to 

capture income from all betting channels. 

 

Sports Minister Tracey Crouch announced on Mon-

day evening that the government had signed the or-

der enacting the new system. British racing will now 

receive solid income from online betting, ending its 

long quest to reform its central funding system. 

 

Racing's income from the levy has declined from 

around £100 million annually in the last decade to 

less than £50m as a result of the online betting boom. 

BHA chief executive Nick Rust said: "The new levy 

will make a significant contribution to securing the 

long-term health and growth of our sport. 

 

"While there remains much more to do in this regard, 

the levy replacement in itself is a huge achievement. 

British racing is keen to move forward with the  

betting industry to ensure the sport enhances its  

position as a high-quality, attractive betting product." 

 

Under the reformed system, betting operators who 

had previously fallen outside of the levy net be-

cause they were based offshore must now  

contribute to British racing's funding from betting 

on the sport. 

 

Operators must pay ten per cent of gross profits on 

betting on British racing above a £500,000 thresh-

old. Racing's leadership believes the sport has been 

missing out on income estimated at between £30-

£40m per year because of the offshore loophole. 

 

The increased income is set to be targeted at areas 

like prize-money for the middle and grassroots of 

the sport, and the welfare of equine and human  

participants. 

 

Horsemen's Group chairman Philip Freedman 

hailed the news as "fantastic" for all involved in 

British racing. 

 

He added: "The reformed levy will improve own-

ers' returns and investment, enhance breeders' con-

fidence to invest in bloodstock, and improve prize-

money for trainers, jockeys and stable staff to help 

them sustain a living in the sport, following (to p2) 
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ONLINE BOOKIES’ LEVY 
 

many years of pressure.” 

 

The new system could still be subject to a legal 

challenge, either domestically through a judicial 

review or in Europe. “The online betting community 

is unlikely to support the system,” said  

Patrick Nixon, the chief executive of the  

Association of British Bookmakers. - Extracts from 

Racing Post. 

horseracing action. 

 

Between races, be dazzled by performances from a 

number of the countries represented with belly-

dancers, folk dancing and the drama of a Chinese 

dragon as it winds its way through the grounds. 

 

The fact that some of South Africa’s elite equine 

athletes, including reigning Horse of the Year Legal 

Eagle, will be battling it out on the day makes this 

one for the horseracing purists as well. The  

afternoon’s action will see just shy of R11-million 

in prize money paid out including R4-million in the 

Premier’s Champions Challenge (Gr 1). 

 

Other major races on the day include the Computa-

form Sprint (Gr 1), one of South Africa’s premier 

sprints run over 1000m as well as the conclusion of 

the Triple Crown and Triple Tiara with the running 

of the SA Derby over 2450m and the Wilgerbosdrift 

SA Oaks over the same trip for the three-year-old 

fillies. 

 

If you’re looking to race in style, a table on the City 

Deck always makes the perfect vantage point to take 

in all the excitement of the big day while sampling a 

fantastic selection of foods off the buffet.  

 

The Ferrari Club will be in attendance with a  

display of their vehicles on the ground floor and 

racegoers will have the chance to win a ride around 

the track with one lucky person set to win a VIP 

experience at the SEFAC Ferrari Day at Kyalami in 

September. 

 

Tickets for Champions Day, featuring the  

Intercontinental Village start at R30 and include a 

voucher and are R20 for Under-18s which includes 

a goodie bag. Tickets are on sale now at Webtickets. 

 

For enquiries call 011 681 1796 or visit 

www.itsarush.co.za. 

THERE’s one final hurrah for the Highveld feature 

season with Champions Day taking place at 

Turffontein Racecourse on Saturday, 6 May. And 

the afternoon will also offer racegoers the chance to 

taste their way around the world in the  

Intercontinental Village.  

 

If the thought of sampling some culinary delights 

from Greece, Lebanon, China, India, among a  

number of others, appeals then this area of the race-

course will be prime location while you take in the 

Sample delights on 6 May 

ON TWITTER. @turftalk1 

https://tellytrack.com/
http://www.itsarush.co.za
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


3 

 



4 

 

The Avontuur Stud draft 

BELOW, three more quality Avontuur yearlings, NYS ’17: 

Jardin (Lot 298) is a colt by VAR from black-type mare Azabu 

Park, the prolific producer of multiple winners. 

Miss International (Lot 386), by VAR, is the first foal of Listed 

winner, Europe To Africa. Neat and nice. 

Well-balanced with a presence: Lot 324 is Laduree (VAR by 

Candy Vous). Dam’s only raced foal is Gr2 placed. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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L’Ormarins’ awesome green power project 

L’Ormarins, the well-known wine and  

thoroughbred horse breeding farm, housing the 

Drakenstein Stud and an incredible motor museum, 

in Franschhoek is attracting a lot of attention from 

those who rate Green ventures highly, with its  

installation of a large-scale hydropower (generating 

power from water) project, writes CAROL  

POSTHUMUS. 

 

Come the Cape winter rains, the hydropower  

facility will be in top gear, generating clean and 

sustainable electricity. The groups of “green  

tourists” to the Cape will definitely be including 

L’Ormarins as a must visit. 

 

The recently-completed project took 48 months to 

construct. The L’Ormarins hydropower project is 

built mainly on Cape Nature land with a 450 mm 

pipeline winding down the Hottentots Holland 

Mountains toward L’Ormarins. The pipeline  

traverses some steep terrain, and the construction 

involved “heavy lifting” with helicopters flying the 

equipment up the mountain. The weir, the pipes and 

massive Ossberger turbine generators housed in the 

newly constructed turbine building all had to be 

lifted to new heights! 

 

Engineering firm I&F Engineering’s CEO Ian de 

Jager whose firm was responsible for design and 

construction on the project says: “Hydropower can 

be developed from any river where changes in  

elevation, like a rapid or waterfall, are present. 

In the Western Cape we are blessed with very high 

rainfall in certain mountain ranges during winter, 

thus the conditions are excellent for hydropower in 

several agricultural regions in the Western Cape.” 

 

L’Ormarins, says Ian, has a combination of both low

-lying land and moderate-to-steep slopes. There is an 

altitude difference of 385m between the lowest and 

highest points in the farm, making it ideal for  

hydropower. 

 

The turbines on L’Ormarins combined can generate 

from 100 kW up to 2000 kW and start up  

automatically when the level at the small weir rises 

to the predetermined level.  

 

After the water is released, with no power, it flows to 

a dam (which operates as an energy bank) where the 

water can either be used to irrigate by means of  

gravity, or to fill all the dams on the farm.  

 

A truly impressive and sustainable project, and full-

marks to L’Ormarins for its true green chic on farm! 

-Carol Posthumus is editor of SABI Magazine. 

http://www.sabi.co.za/

