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Racing media’s dig at ‘painful’ Ryan Moore 

Ryan Moore is generally reluctant to talk to the racing press. 

SECTIONS of the British racing media have had a dig at Ryan Moore, the world’s Number One 

ranked jockey, for being moody and evasive, especially in his post-race interviews — a lot like Steven 

Gerard, the former Liverpool football captain, whose disrespect for the press sometimes bordered on  

alarming. Others have come to Moore’s defence. 

“If you were attempting to create the perfect world, 

the task of trying to get Ryan Moore to open up a 

little in media interviews would be a long way down 

the list of priorities. Even in the racing  

microcosm there are far more pressing issues to ad-

dress,” wrote BRUCE MILLINGTON of the Racing 

Post. 

 

But that’s not to say the desire to rid him of his  

reluctance to talk when he spots a microphone or 

notepad does not exist.  

 

Last Saturday Moore gave the latest in what is  

becoming a disappointingly familiar pattern of  

answering questions, when respected Lydia Hislop 

attempted to get him to discuss his winning ride 

aboard US Navy Flag in the Dewhurst. 

The questions were not from the Paxman book of 

short-pitched deliveries by any means. Hislop, who 

is perfectly capable of getting into someone’s ribs 

when the circumstances are right and certainly  

doesn’t need me to fight her battles, instead asked 

Moore intelligently and interestingly about how he 

grabbed the rail and used it to maximise his colt’s 

chances of success. 

 

She got little change out of him. Moore answered as 

economically or tersely, depending on your point of 

view, as he could and viewers were given precious 

little insight into how the jockey executed the win-

ning move and whether it was planned or spontane-

ous. 

 

This is par for the course these days (to page 2) 
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RYAN MOORE (from page 1) 

 

Moore is asked to discuss a ride. Instead of our 

viewing pleasure being enriched by a leading rider 

telling us a bit about what went into victory or why 

defeat occurred we brace ourselves to feel  

discomfort as he offers so little by way of response 

to questions that are rarely remotely challenging. 

 

And yet some folk think this is all fine. I was 

amazed to see people who in every other respect 

fall firmly into the intelligent category supporting 

Moore’s reticence on Twitter after Saturday’s dis-

mal exchange with Hislop. 

 

Others agree with me that Moore could easily and 

painlessly relax and give more elaborate replies and 

that everyone, not least the man himself, would 

benefit. 

 

Racing is a strange sport in that its main 

participants cannot speak so it is all the 

more appreciated when the people who ride 

them are able to offer an illuminating view 

from the saddle. 
 

Thankfully plenty of jockeys do a really good job 

of bringing the racing fan closer to the action by 

describing races in detail. 

 

Clearly not everyone has that natural ability to ar-

ticulate their thoughts as clearly and insightfully as 

the likes of Frankie, Tom Scudamore, Ruby Walsh 

and many others, but Moore can. I have heard him 

speak interestingly about riding a number of times. 

 

His father Gary is always excellent value for a 

quote, as are his brothers Jamie and Josh, and his 

sister Hayley is a broadcaster so, while that does 

not guarantee every single member of the family is 

bound to be able to chat like Gary Neville, it is fair 

to say Ryan was not brought up in an environment 

in which there was silence around the dinner table. 

 

Indeed not everyone is bothered whether he main-

tains his current stance towards the media of speak-

ing reluctantly or not at all. My son, for instance, 

got into racing through backing Moore religiously 

and enjoying plenty of winning days as a result, and 

he told me could not care less whether his new idol 

said nothing at all or recited hand-written poems in 

the press box every time he won a seller. 

But by common consent it is felt that sports  

generally benefit from their leading participants  

connecting with fans through the media and it strikes 

me as a big shame that Moore feels he cannot speak 

as openly as his peers either because of what he 

views as bad treatment in the past or through an  

apathy that is so apparent when he does stop to offer 

a few words. 

 

There is nothing anyone can do to change the  

situation. He does as he likes and that’s that. 

 

But it is nonetheless sad that this brilliant 

jockey, so widely and rightly respected 

throughout the sport, and especially by the 

media, is so unwilling to let the public into his 

professional world.” 
 

Freelancing journeyman TONY CALVIN wrote in 

response: “A depressing, naive, hypocritical piece by 

Millington, who blocks and erases any criticism on 

Twitter, so bizarre he uses it as any barometer. Also 

lazy and ignorant of the fact that Ryan's (paid-for) 

Betfair articles are probably among most in-depth 

and extensive race previews out there!” 

 

Trainer ED WALKER noted: 

 

“The irony is unbelievable! Bruce Millington tells 

Ryan Moore to do more for racing when he is so  

intent on sabotaging it via (his aricles in) the Racing 

Post.”  - First published in Racing Post. Additional 

information sourced from Twitter. 

Correction to Surcharge article 
 

TRAINER Stuart Pettigrew, who told us about his up

-and-coming runner Surcharge in Wednesday’s  

edition, has noted a needed correction. Pettigrew’s 

reported sportsman’s bet concerning Surcharge’s 

clash with Sir David Baird was in fact taken with 

Mathew de Kock, not with Paul Matchett. In our 

telephonic interview we heard “Matchie” instead of 

“Mathew” and reported as such. Sorry, Stuie, we  

clearly need an ear blast! 

A WORLD OF FUN AWAITS 

YOU ON TWITTER 
Join us @turftalk1 

http://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Kentucky wants notes on 

drugs anywhere near horses 

KENTUCKY hopes a study described as a "first step" can 

begin to shed light on contamination issues in equine drug 

testing. 

 

The Kentucky Horse Racing Commission approved $25,000 

of Kentucky Equine Drug Research Council funds on 17 

October for an analytical study to examine the levels of 

regulated substances—and other substances—found in the 

racetrack environment. An analytical strategy is under  

development in consultation with Kentucky's testing lab 

director, Dr. Rick Sams. 

 

Samples will be collected from areas throughout Kentucky's 

racetracks throughout 2019. Those samples will then be 

analyzed by Kentucky's testing lab, LGC, through full  

spectrum analysis designed to pick up any therapeutic  

substance used in racing as well as a wide array of other 

drugs. 

 

Kentucky equine medical director Dr. Mary Scollay noted 

that the study will not aim to determine any correlation  

between such substances in the racing environment and 

what is detected in the horse during testing. The study aims 

only to determine the levels of various substances found in 

different areas of the racing environment. 

 

In the Kentucky study, Scollay  

envisions sample collections from a 

wide range of sites at Kentucky tracks 

including stall floors, stall walls, near 

muck pits, and from inside the test 

barn. Timing of collections, expected 

to fall between 300 and 500 samples, 

could include before a meet, during a 

meet, and after a meet. 
 

The study could reveal what substances  

linger in the environment and which ones 

quickly dissipate. The study should help 

point the way for more comprehensive  

studies. "It will give us a better sense of  

direction, some focus," Scollay said of this 

initial effort. 

 

"This is a pilot project; this is step one," 

Scollay said. "This is not intended to  

examine the relationship of what is detected 

in the environment and what is detected in 

the horse. That's work for another day.  

 

“But the first step is to see to what extent  

regulated or prohibited substances may be  

present in the environment in which our 

horses are housed." 

 

"There is no credible science that  

investigates the presence of regulated  

substances that may be present in a horse's 

environment," Scollay said.  

 

"Environmental contamination has been 

used in many cases as an explanation for the 

finding of substances in horses, and I think 

this conversation needs to have a factual 

basis rather than speculative, which is where 

it stands right now." 

- extracts from Bloodhorse. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Furlongs and Fairways 

THE Rancho Sante Fe Golf Club in San Diego is offering 

a Breeders’ Cup special for affluent racegoers during the 

week of the 17th Breeders Cup festival next week. Some 

get to play in a golf tournament, others explore the rough 

on horseback. -  tt. 

Born at Rathmor Stud 

BORN at Rathmor Stud in Mooirivier this week was a filly 

by Dubawi stallion Willow Magic from Catch The Wind, 

 Lanzerac Ready To Run Catalogue  

 
THE catalogue for the 2017 CTS Ready To Run Sale 

presented by Lanzerac Hotel & Spa, is available online.   

Gallops will be held on Thursday 16 November at  

09:30 at Durbanville. The sale of 146 lots will be held on 

Friday 17 November at 18h00. Click here for catalogue  

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/

