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ADRIAN Todd (HIETT, left), with former CTS Sales Manager Amanda Carey and Chris van Niekerk, CTS and HIETT. 

Approaching massive growth of two-way trade! 

A member of the founding CTS team, ADRIAN TODD has left his position as MD of CTS to head up 

the Horse Import/Export Task Team (HIETT)  chaired by Chris van Niekerk.  We spoke to Todd 

about his all-important function, how to separate real news from fake news in regard to the  

protocols, how far we are from our final destination and what to expect in the next 12 months. 

TT: Adrian, you’ve brought CTS a long way in 

the last five years. There have been turbulent 

times and a number of changes to the status quo 

and the sales calendar. Let’s start with your views 

on where CTS finds itself today, where you  

believe it is heading under Wehann Smith and 

what you think the future holds: 
 

AT: Yes, CTS has come a long way in the last five 

years, I have been in the very fortunate position to 

have great mentors and to have worked with a  

wonderful team. There have been a number of 

changes to the status quo, which I believe are all 

positive over the long term. The rationalisation of 

the sales calendar and the reduction of the number 

of sales are  very positive steps for the industry. 

 

CTS finds itself in a position with a solid bench of 

supporters, both vendors and buyers, a passionate 

board of directors, excellent systems in place devel-

oped over the years by Amanda Carey, a world class 

reputation and a brand that is known worldwide.   

Apart from being a good friend, Wehann is a very 

competent leader, he will no doubt continue with 

the innovative ideas that CTS is known for, along 

with world class service. CTS will continue to grow 

the brand worldwide.  

 

TT: Over the last few years you’ve actually 

grown into the position that you now occupy. As 

MD of CTS you started new negotiations on the 

import/export protocols and investigated fresh 

options worldwide. Tell us about the period that 

preceded your new appointment. 

 

 In 2015 CTS and BSA jointly held a workshop to 

try and find the way forward with the export proto-

cols. The result of that workshop was the Import/

Export Task Team, chaired by Chris van Niekerk. 

In the process Chris and I became very involved in 

the day to day activities of the Task Team. We real-

ised that while progress was being made, constant 

attention, Government interaction   (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Lanzerac R2R Catalogue 
 

THE catalogue for the 2017 CTS Ready To Run Sale 

presented by Lanzerac Hotel & Spa, is now available 

online. Gallops will be held on Thursday 16 Novem-

ber at 09h30 at Durbanville. The sale will be held on 

Friday 17 Nov at 18h00. Click here for catalogue 

ADRIAN TODD 
 

interaction and lobbying was needed. In short the 

Task Team had become a full time job.  

 

TT: We seem to have gone in monotonous  

circles on this issue for the last 15 years at least. 

What was the reason for this apparent treading 

of water, we never seemed to make any kind of 

tangible progress? 

 

I know it can feel that way. However everything 

that has happened in the past has led us to this 

point. Even two years ago we were not in the posi-

tion that we are in now. There have been a lot of 

people working very hard behind the scenes to get 

to the stage we find ourselves at now. The advent 

of the PCR test is new, the discovery that the AHS 

cases in the controlled areas were vaccine related. 

All of these things are new scientific developments, 

that’s progress. The Equine Health Fund and the 

Western Cape Epidemiology unit have created new 

systems to capture and process data. Movement 

and vaccine control have all improved.  Along with 

the Equine Research Centre they have taken us to 

this point where we can really push for change.  

 

TT: In some quarters racing and breeding  

enthusiasts believe that two or three individuals, 

namely veterinarians in Australia, have stood 

between South Africa and open protocols  

recently, and that the EU has not been the  

problem. Do you agree with that? Have specific  

individuals made it hard for us to achieve our 

goals? 

 

There may be some people who have a different 

perspective of the risk than others. I can say that 

AUSHORSE have been very helpful and suppor-

tive.  

 

TT:  In a nutshell, without getting too scientific, 

explain what has led to the more open attitude 

and a willingness evident in the international 

community recently? We’ve seen some positive 

comments from Hong Kong, in particular. 

 

There is a genuine desire to trade with South Africa, 

also don’t underestimate the scientific advances that 

have been made. The world is becoming a smaller 

place. 

 

TT: Again, on the scientific side, is the AHS  

question considered fully under control with the  

acknowledgement of the Guthrie test? 

 

The Guthrie test is one of the recent PCR tests that 

have been accepted for use in trade by the OIE. This 

is another arrow in the quiver. A very important one, 

coupled with the risk assessment study and some 

other advances we now have a sound and clear path. 

It’s a matter of negotiating with each individual 

trading partner on a one on one basis.   

 

TT:  What are the next steps to be taken  

internationally? How much remains to be done to 

“drive things over the line” as you said in a recent 

press release. 

The protocols discussion differs from the EU to other 

countries. South Africa has an existing protocol with 

the EU which relies on the zone concept, subject to 

passing the next EU audit that protocol will be back 

on track. The lockdown protocol is what we are  

taking to the rest of the world. This will need to be  

negotiated with each trading partner.   

 

TT: It has been announced that an official EU 

commission will be coming to South Africa in 

2018. What exactly will they be looking for? Will 

this be a be-all, end-all visit? 

 

It’s the official audit to check if SA is compliant with 

the requirements of the EU; these visits are the pre-

rogative of any country or group of countries that 

have trade protocols in place. We can expect similar 

visits from other trade partners going forward. 

 

TT: In other words, we’ll be able to negotiate 

with countries out of the EU on a (cont on  page 6) 

TT NEWS RESUMES MONDAY 16 OCTOBER 

Readers are advised that there will be no editions of 

TT Newsletter on Thursday, 12 and Friday 13  

October. We will be back on Monday, 16 October. 

http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
http://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales
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Stud plans for star Arrogate 

 

JUDDMONTE Farms announced Tuesday that Breeders' Cup 

Classic-bound Arrogate, the defending Classic Champion, will 

retire to stud at Juddmonte US in Lexington Kentucky, after 

the Breeders' Cup at Del Mar. 

  

“Arrogate is training forwardly toward his next start in the 

Classic, as witnessed by his bullet workout today," said  

Juddmonte manager Garrett O'Rourke. 

  

Arrogate is the winner of four top-level events, including the 

2016 Travers Stakes (G1) by 13 1/2 lengths in track-record 

time in his stakes debut; the 2016 Breeders' Cup Classic over 

two-time Horse of the Year California Chrome ; the inaugural 

Pegasus World Cup Invitational Stakes (G1) by 4 3/4 lengths 

this January; and the Dubai World Cup Sponsored by Emirates 

Airline (G1) in March, where race caller Terry Spargo de-

scribed him as "the Man o' War of the 21st century." 

 

The Eclipse Award winner for outstanding 3-year-old colt in 

2016, Arrogate has amassed career earnings to date of 

$17,302,600 and earned the title of 2016 Longines World's 

Best Racehorse. He was a $560,000 purchase by Juddmonte 

from Clearsky's consignment to the 2014 Keeneland  

September yearling sale.  - Paulick report/Bloodhorse. 

BOB Baffert with Arrogate, nearing the end of his career. 

Summerhill R2R gallops 
 

WE all know about “fashion” in the world 

of racing, the temptation to follow the 

stock of the “in” stallion. But the truth 

about our sport is there are no walking 

races, it’s about running, and none of the 

good ones know who their fathers are. 

 

The great appeal of the Ready To Run is 

its capacity for surprise. It’s when the 

buyer with the “good eye” gets to beat the 

big wallet, by “clocking” the gallops and 

flushing out the athletes. 

 

The history of the sale is littered with big 

names from “little” fathers, champions, 

millionaires and Gr1 racehorses. Like 

multi-millionaires Rabada (Brave Tin Sol-

dier); Imbongi (Russian Revival); Pierre 

Jourdan (Parade Leader); Hear The 

Drums (Gold Press); J&B Met hero La 

Fabulous (Lustra); Cereus (Desert Team); 

Brave Mary (Brave Tin Soldier); Cat-

mandu (Makaarem); and Amphitheatre 

(Braashee), as well as Fanyana (Alami); 

Phunyuka (Slew The Red); Thandolwami 

(Woodborough); Winning Leap (Labeeb); 

Coby and Glider Pilot (A.P. Arrow); 

Anna Pavlova (St Petersburg), and The 

Elmo Effect (Admire Main). 

 

But then these “champs” had some advan-

tages of their own, like the families that 

have delivered up more Breeders’ titles 

than any others in modern times. Like one 

of the best horse-rearing farms on the 

planet. And the hands of some of its most 

gifted stockmen. So, maybe it’s not so 

surprising after all. –  Summerhill Stud. 
 

The gallops for the Summerhill Ready To 

Run Sale on 25 October are now live at 

http://www.summerhill.co.za/ready-to-run-

sale-2017/  

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.summerhill.co.za/ready-to-run-sale-2017/
http://www.summerhill.co.za/ready-to-run-sale-2017/
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ADRIAN TODD (... cont from page 2) 
 

different basis and perhaps with different stipulations 

over which the EU will have no veto? 

 

Of course, the EU is the original partner that SA  

concluded a protocol with in recent history.  We however 

also have a protocol with the US. The EU is a block of 

member countries. We can negotiate with non-member 

countries on terms that suit the negotiating parties.    

 

TT: It has also been said that we could be shipping 

bloodstock everywhere from as early as December 

2018. Clear this up. Is this a given, or does it depend 

entirely on the EU findings? 

 

We hope to be shipping directly to the EU within that time-

frame. 

 

TT:  Plenty of expectation has been created. Is there a 

what if? What if, for example, we have an outbreak of 

AHS a week before protocols are lifted. Would that 

change things? 

 

Under the current EU protocol yes it would, however it 

would have no bearing on lockdown negotiations with 

other countries.   

 

TT: We’re all excited about the benefits that open pro-

tocols will bring. Do you believe we’ll see a major in-

flux of buyers and a seriously big demand for our 

bloodstock if we are finally free to trade. Mike de Kock 

has said that “the floodgates will open”. Do you agree? 

 

I think the key word here is trade, open protocols will re-

sult in a massive growth of a two way trade. South Africa 

will then be playing in the same park as the rest of the 

thoroughbred world.  -  tt. 

Enforcing good horse care 

INSPECTOR Diana doing her duties in Cape Town this 

morning for the Carthorse Protection Association,  

reported on in this letter on  Monday. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://bit.ly/2g5C00C
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THE scene is set for “The Everest” - the world’s richest sprint takes place at Royal Randwick, Sydney on 

Saturday.  Former SA champion jockey Jeff Lloyd rides Houtzen. 

Twelve will line up for $10-million Everest Sprint 
A final field of 12 runners, plus four emergencies, has 

been announced for The Everest with pre-draw  

favourite She Will Reign drawing barrier two. 

 

The race, run under 'Standard Weight for Age'  

conditions, has attracted seven individual Group One 

winners - Chautauqua (5), She Will Reign (2), Redzel 

(4), Clearly Innocent (6), English (12), Vega Magic 

(10) and Redkirk Warrior (3). 

 

Three-year-old gallopers Houtzen, She Will Reign 

and Tulip will carry just 51kg, some 7.5kg less than 

the mighty grey Chautauqua. Ball Of Muscle, Take-

down, Trapeze Artist and In Her Time have been  

named as the four emergencies for the race. 

 

If there are any scratchings from Saturday's de-

clared 12-horse field, the slot holder can negotiate 

with the owners of one of the four reserves. The 

emergencies are among the horses entered for the 

$500,000 Listed Sydney Stakes, also over 1200m. 

 

The Portelli-trained She Will Reign was the  

narrow favourite for The Everest at $4.80 prior to 

Tuesday's barrier draw.  Former Perth sprinter 

Vega Magic is on the next line of betting at $5.50, 

Chautauqua at $6. 

-punters.com.au 


