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Newsletter 
MONDAY,  9 OCTOBER 2017            www.turftalk.co.za 

——Mondays with David Allan—— 

Deadlines, Deadlines and Timetables 

Tattersalls Ireland, busy sale coming up. 

SO, How long have we got? You – to read this if 

you will be so kind. And me – to write it. You have 

all the time in the world and I don‟t. Deadlines, 

Deadlines. It‟s been one of those days. 

 

Having retired last night boss-eyed from screens full 

of South African and UK racing and an evening of 

other screens full of promotional work, I rose at 

sparrow‟s-fart today.  Don‟t be shocked – it‟s 19th 

Century English – something along the lines of only 

thrushes and blackbirds (which are thrushes  

anyway) being awake at that very early hour. And 

sparrows presumably. 

 

Talking of which, have you seen the wonderful 

Minnie Driver reading out the racehorse names  

refused by the BHA on the Graham Norton show? 

It‟s on YouTube. She slightly shocks herself when 

realising how well her put-on Irish accent gave one 

game away, but the one they reserved for last was 

that of an actual racehorse named Hoof Hearted, a 

name shouted out by the U.S. commentator as the 

horse rushed to the front in such a way as to leave 

the audience (and guests) in stitches. 

Nothing like a bit of toilet humour to make (to p2) 

Minnie Driver, a laugh on Graham Norton’s show. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.allanbloodlines.com/
https://youtu.be/VNzHpDmF52M
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DAVID ALLAN (...cont) 
 

Brits laugh, but the biggest laugh of all comes with 

the names that actually got through in the UK. Too 

clever and obscure for the darlings in the BHA who 

hadn‟t lived very much, owners with trainers Jarvis 

and Cecil (Julie, that is, the earthiest good friend 

that many people have) succeeded in naming in 

such a way as to defeat professional commentators 

who could not avoid pronouncing the disgusting 

versions. Ask me when you see me. 

My purpose in rising so early was to see the Japan 

Grand Prix from grid to chequered flag in all its 

petrol-head minutiae. At flag-fall it was still dark in 

Surrey but was time to hurtle Hamilton-like back 

up to Newmarket having grabbed two priceless 

nights at home. 

 

The hordes of viewers are still only doing 

Mondays’ and Tuesdays’ lots on Sunday. I 

only looked at 50, a small number which 

took no time. Everyone sees everyone more 

or less every day for four sales-season 

months so there is no hand-shaking. A nod. 

A smile. Thumbs up. Or just ignore the  

bugger. 

Of course, rapid conversations happen throughout 

between yearling viewer and senior yearling  

consigner  and by 3pm we could sit down mid  

Sunday afternoon with a very large pot of 

(expensive) tea and go through commercial and rat-

ings histories of the preferred yearlings‟ families 

and set up genetic checks for the good ones. The 

vets would be released at first light next day. 

 

As readers know, inspections continue 

through selling so Monday will involve  

Tuesday and Wednesday lots while  

marshalling the results of earlier Tuesday 

inspections. It is a merry-go-round on which 

some people ride for most of their lives,  

looking older as they go, but never ceasing to 

accumulate a well of knowledge that should 

see us through most situations and help us 

avoid most, if not every, mistake. 

 

―The older you are, the better your success  

percentages‖. If that‟s not true, there‟s something 

wrong. 

 

A busy bloodstock agent remarked in a recent inter-

view that there are no weekends between early Sep-

tember and Christmas. After this run of yearling 

sales, we at AllanBloodlines get very busy with 

Horses in Training, Foal and Breeding Stock Sales. 

Here is the AllanBloodlines schedule coming up: 

Tattersalls Autumn Horses in Training Sales: 

Newmarket 30th October –  3rd November 2017 

inclusive 

 

Catalogue work starting now – inspecting  

starting 2 days beforehand 

 
The buying techniques here are crucial – so is  

vetting but so is personal knowledge of the trainers 

who have trained and the vendors who are vending. 

An overseas buyer wanting to do it himself asked if 

he could sign ―AllanBloodlines‖ by paying us in 

advance, but not use our service. I said ―No‖  

because I did not want to be seen to be buying  

trouble – which he did. 
 
Goffs UK Horses in Training and Yearling Sale 

Doncaster 6th – 9th November 2017 

 

A bits and bobs sale with some nuggets to be mined. 

Viewing from 5th is easy at this level although it’s a 

couple of hundred miles from Newmarket to Don-

Hectic schedule? What, are you joking? 

http://capethoroughbredsales.com/
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caster. 

 

Tattersalls (Ireland) Ltd Ascot Mixed Sale 

Ascot Racecourse 9th November 2017 

 

Two hundred miles back. We wrote about this sort 

of sale some issues ago. Here, I bought a Raven’s 

Pass filly with a pedigree for £1200. OK. she raced 

in a so-called minor racing nation but she won 

their Guineas, Oaks and another Gr1 and goes to 

stud as a foundation mare. For twelve hundred 

quid! 

 

 

 

 

 

Goffs November Foal Sale: Kill, Kildare 20th – 

22nd November 2017 

 

Pop over to Ireland on 18th. We’ll be selling here as 

well buying. Major foal sales must be witnessed. 

 

Goffs November Breeding Stock Sale 

Kill, Kildare 23rd-24th November 2017 

 

I bought a half sister to Dancer’s Daughter here. 

Twice. But that’s another story. Although the 

weather can be foul, Goffs Complex is excellent. 

 

Tattersalls ―December‖ Yearling Sale –  

December is as inappropriate as ―July‖ some-

times is for the Newmarket July Course but 

that’s eccentricity for you… Newmarket, 27th 

November 2017 

 

Our well-publicised recent winner ICE LORD came 

from this sale. It is a one-day treasure trove at the 

right prices – not cheap but not daft. 

Tat tersa l l s  ―December‖  F oal  Sa le 

Newmarket 29th November – 2nd December 2017 

 

See a proper Foal Sale before you die!It is here that 

the industry learns all about the first crops of every 

sire. That by itself is a hard-work exercise but al-

ways fascinating and exciting. The ―First Crop 

Sire‖ is revered in northern parts as an opportunity. 

 

In this cosmopolitan swim, up to three dozen  

nationalities attend some sales. I say “attend” but 

actually mean “are represented”. The industry is set 

up for agents, consultants, partners, colleagues, 

friends to do the work. Side-stepping misleading 

information is part of the fun, but fundamentally it is 

mutual assistance – the sharing of skills and  

intelligence – the always-available helping hand – 

that puts us all in the same swim. 

 

Sleep now. Vets at first light. -  tt. 

EMPLOYMENT OFFERED  

EMPLOYMENT OFFERED  
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The phenomenon that is Winx! 

THE mighty mare Winx posted her 21st successive win at  

Flemington Park in Melbourne on Saturday, cruising home by near 

10 lengths in the Gr1 Turnbull Stakes. On-course attendance was  

recorded as 20,282 race goers, almost double the 11,100 at the 

track for the same event last year. 

AND here‟s Australia‟s next big racing rave: Who will win the 

inaugural “The Everest Sprint” trophy, containing 230 stones of 

round brilliant cut diamonds, 7777 of black round diamonds and 

two round rubies? The $10-million race will be staged at Royal 

Randwick this Saturday. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://klawervlei.co.za/stallion/coup-de-grace
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HAPPY and lucky connections of Goodtime Gal: Juan and Mrs Van Heerden (left); Tiaan Ellis and 

―Ouma‖ Van Heerden and trainer Mike Robinson in the winner’s enclosure at Durbanville. 

Goodtime Gal has given years of unbridled joy! 
GOODTIME Gal notched her second Gr3 win with 

an easy success in Saturday‟s Diana Stakes at  

Durbanville under Anton Marcus. 

 

Owner/breeder Juan van Heerden‟s five-year-old 

has been one of those “under the radar” runners, 

always showing her worth in major races without 

pulling off a big one, but she counts the scalp of 

Durban July-placed Nightingale in the 1800m Vic-

tress Stakes among her trophies and next year‟s Gr1 

Majorca and Paddock Stakes feature in trainer 

Mike‟s Robinson‟s plans. “She ran very well in 

those races earlier this year, she has a big heart and, 

perhaps next year we can win one of the major fea-

tures,” he said. Van Heerden gave Robinson a 

chance to train Goodtime Gal after he came to see 

her at his farm. “Juan said, „would you like to train 

her?‟ and I replied, „thank you very much!‟, I liked 

her a lot,” told Robinson. The daughter of Royal Air 

Force  won six of 21, near R900,000 in stakes. -  tt. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Cart Horse Protection Association gets 32k! 

THE Cart Horse Association (www.carthorse.org.za), looks after neglected and abused cart horses  

serving their owners in the Western Cape.  They received a whopping R32,000 donation from Kenilworth  

Racing raised in the Jockeys Dash at the Durbanville race meet on Saturday. Fundraiser Karin Paschen 

commented: ―We are stunned at this gesture, absolutely delighted!‖ On the photo Paschen receives the 

cheque from Racing. It’s A Rush’s Jenna Potgieter, with Carthorse PRO Marike Kotze on the left.  

WINNING POTJIE 

WINNING JOCKEYS 

GRANT van Niekerk (left) and Aldo Domeyer are the fastest jockeys in Cape Town by far, a  

number of their colleagues pulled up lame in the 2 x 100m relay. The Rossouw family’s Lamb & 

Chorizo Potjie won the Potjekos competition ahead of the Fisantekraal Golfing Community.—tt. 

CHARITY RACE DAY DURBANVILLE 

http://www.carthorse.org.za
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CLASSIC-winning Irish jockey Jimmy Fortune, 

who rode in the first Jockeys International against 

South Africa back in 2010. has announced his re-

tirement from the saddle after a career spanning 

almost 30 years. 

 

As well as winning the St Leger at Doncaster on 

Lucarno for trainer John Gosden in 2007, Fortune 

won a host of other big races, including the 2008 

Queen Elizabeth II Stakes on Raven's Pass and the 

Yorkshire Oaks on Dar Re Mi in 2009. 

 

"It's been a difficult decision. I love my racing, 

love the weighing room. It's my life, so it's been a 

difficult decision, but we all have to go sometime," 

Fortune, 45, told Racing UK. 

 

Fortune was speaking from Newmarket where he 

was set to bow out on Nathra in the Kingdom of 

Bahrain Sun Chariot Stakes, which he won on 

Lady In Waiting in 1999. 

 

Born in Wexford, Fortune was apprenticed with 

Jim Bolger in Ireland. He was first licensed in 

1987 and moved to the UK, where his first win 

came at Thirsk in 1988, riding Hitchinstown. The 

following year he burst on to the scene with vic-

tory aboard 50-1 shot Joveworth as a 5lb claiming 

apprentice for Mike O'Neill in the Ayr Gold Cup. 

 

He went on to partner such stars as Oasis Dream in 

the 2002 Middle Park Stakes and Nannina in both 

the 2008 Fillies' Mile and the 2009 Coronation 

Stakes.  

 

Fortune also enjoyed great success internationally, 

particularly in India where he spent many a  

 lucrative winter. He said: "There have been many 

good horses along the way. I've been fortunate and 

lucky throughout to ride for some very good peo-

ple..— Irish Times. 

Jock Jimmy Fortune retires 

Jimmy Fortune has called it a day. 
Returning in the rain: Wonderwall (Lyle Hewitson), 

with Sean Tarry after the Gr2 Spring Challenge. 

IT‟s hard to think of Lyle Hewitson as an apprentice. 

He‟s mature beyond his years, professional in  

everything he does and he rides like a demon. At 19, 

however, he still has a full season and a half as an 

apprentice, as he will only come out of his time in 

January 2020. No apprentice has managed to win the 

SA Jockeys Title whilst an apprentice since Michael 

Roberts in 1972, but Lyle has a fair chance of pulling 

it off. After winning Saturday‟s Gr2 Joburg Spring 

Challenge on Wonderwall, he‟s the current log-leader 

with 30 winners but a host of seasoned professionals 

are right on his heels. 

 

Lyle told Turf Talk:  “I‟m not thinking about winning 

the title right now. I‟m not going to burn myself out 

chasing it. You have to get lucky riding in our  

competitive title race in which there are so many top 

jockeys with a chance of doing it. If I find myself up 

there at or near the top in six months time I will 

change my focus. For now I‟m just trying to ride 

every race as it comes, to do my best always.” 

 

He rode a pearler of a race from the front on three-

year-old Wonder Wall and commented: “Mr Tarry 

told me to ride him positive, I wanted to be two 

lengths off but there was no pace  and I knew I had a 

decent sort under me so I sent him clear and he won 

well. He‟s a racehorse, something nice to look at and 

he‟s always shown us ability.”  

 

Wonderwall went from a Maiden win to a Gr1 place 

to a Gr2 win in little time, showing that he‟s well 

above average and Lyle said: “Mr Tarry plans his 

races meticuluously, you will have to confirm with 

him whether Wonderwall will go for the Lanzerac 

Ready To Run Stakes in November, I would assume 

that will be his short-term aim.” - tt. 

Lyle in wonderful form  


