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With confidence, he’s 

been running free! 

MIKE Robinson with five-year-old Shall Be Free. 

SPORTS coaches and their athletes often refer to  

confidence as the biggest ―game-breaker‖ – a factor often 

rated ahead of peak fitness, quality of opposition and so 

on. 

 

Trainer Mike Robinson will probably agree.  He trains 

five-year-old gelding Shall Be Free, who took the entire 

2015 and half of 2016 to post his first win, but has racked 

up another five since last December, with more to come. 

 

Shall Be Free ran out a 1.25-length winner over Captain 

Courteous in a MR88 Handicap over 1400m at  

Durbanville on Wednesday and Robinson told Turf Talk: 

―When he hadn’t won his Maiden after nine runs we were 

scratching our heads, we were getting worried. But then 

he finally picked up his first win at Kenilworth in April 

2016 and the penny dropped. He just found his 

confidence and has been a different horse 

since. 

 

―Yesterday we brought Shall Be Free back 

from a 72-day rest and Richard Fourie had 

phoned for the ride, he had the most  

confidence in our camp. He thought from  

nominations day that he was on a good  

winning ride. 

 

―I’d given Shall Be Free plenty of work, he 

was fit, but when I saw him in the parade ring 

his tummy looked big and he had myself and 

race previewer Grant Knowles fooled. There’s 

a lot of him, it looked like he would need it but 

he didn’t have much trouble in winning. He’ll 

win again!‖ 

 

Shall Be Free is not one to enjoy other runners 

around him and Robinson and Fourie have 

been employing the tactic of pulling him away 

from the rail, to race him wide and away from 

his rivals— he’s kicked on to win a few times 

in doing that.  Yesterday, from draw 3, Richard 

tried to get him out at first but it turned out 

there was too much traffic and we couldn't get 

him away from the rest to race on his own. 

 

―Richard just left him alone, he didn’t shake 

him up or shout at him. He said that coming to 

the last few hundred metres he could see  

Captain Courteous getting a bit tired and then 

just waited for an opening to appear.  

 

―When it did, Shall Be Free took off with no 

fuss and ran on to win a good race.  This was 

another encouraging factor. He got on with the 

job despite a bunch of runners around him.‖ 

 

Bred by Peter de Beyer from Elusive Fort and 

Fair Song, Shall Be Fee is owned by De Beyer 

in partnership with Ed Belstead, Eric Jooste 

and Derek Muller, for whom he’s won 

R403,000 in prize money. -  tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Matador Man opens favourite 
 

BETTING World have priced up Matador Man (photo 

below) as the early 8-1 favourite for the R2-million 

Sansui Summer Cup over 2000m at Turffontein on 25  

November. 

 

Sean Tarry’s charge will be seen in action at Turffon-

tein this Saturday in the Grade 2 Joburg Spring Chal-

lenge over 1450m on the Inside track. This will be his 

first run since running out a flying third in the Grade 1 

Champions Cup over 1800m at Greyville in July. 

Mike de Kock has entered some talented fillies in the 

Summer Cup but perhaps the most exciting is Nother 

Russia who went down two heads to Deo Juvente and 

Legal Eagle at weight for age in the Grade 1  

President’s Champions Challenge over the same course 

and distance as the Summer Cup. 

 

Deo Juvente is at 16-1 along with Gold Cup winner 

Hermoso Mundo and Master Sabina, who will be  

looking to win his third successive Summer Cup. He 

was with Geoff Woodruff for the first two victories but 

now the son Jet Master is under the care of Joe Soma, 

who won this race with Wagner in 2012.        

 

Betting World’s betting on the R2-million Sansui 

Summer Cup over 2000m at Turffontein on Satur-

day 25 October:   

 

8-1 Matador Man; 10-1 Nother Russia; 16-1 Deo  

Juvente, Hermoso Mundo, Master Sabina; 20-1 Fort 

Ember, Abashiri, Master Switch, French Navy, New 

Predator, Pagoda; 25-1 Elevated, Crowd Pleaser, Coral 

Fever, Liege, Orchid Island; 33-1 Brazuca, Tilbury 

Fort, Glider Pilot, Bi Pot; 40-1 Samurai Blade, Witch-

craft, Zouaves, Social Order, Cascapedia; 50-1 Kilrain, 

Wind Chill, Banner Hill, Let It Rain, Bezanova, Mac 

De Lago, Girl On The Run; 66-1 and upwards others. 

—from TAB News. 

A remarkable eight yearlings sold for a million 

guineas or more on the second day of Book 1 of 

the Tattersalls October Yearling Sale, taking the 

number of seven figure lots to twelve, three more 

than at last year’s sale with tomorrow’s session 

still to come. Today’s octet was comprised of 

five DUBAWIs, two GALILEOs and a 

FRANKEL. The second day saw a total of 114 

lots realise 33,724,000 guineas, a rise of 28% on 

2016, whilst the average and median rose 47% 

and 33% to 295,825 guineas and 160,000 guin-

eas. 

Leading the way was the first foal of the Cham-

pion racemare SKY LANTERN whose Group 1 

victories included the 1,000 Guineas, Coronation 

Stakes, Moyglare Stud Stakes and Sun Chariot 

Stakes. Her yearling colt by DUBAWI, who was 

consigned by Highclere Stud on behalf of  

Rockcliffe Stud’s Keswick family, was knocked 

down to MV Magnier for 2,000,000 guineas after 

he saw off Qatar Racing’s David Redvers, trainer 

Roger Varian and agent Alastair Donald.  

 

Successful purchaser MV Magnier, who bought 

the horse on behalf of a partnership including 

Mayfair Speculators commented: ―He is out of a 

brilliant racemare who was a champion two-year

-old and who went on to win the 1,000 Guineas 

and the Coronation Stakes and become a cham-

pion three-year-old. She was a very quick filly.‖ 

- Tattersalls.com. 

Dubawi x Sky Lantern colt. 

Fireworks continue at 

Tattersalls Sale 

http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
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ON the work track early this morning -  the hottest trio in 

world racing -  trainer Chris Waller (left), jockey Hugh 

Bowman (right) and the wonder mare Winx, who will  

attempt 21 straight wins in Saturday’s Gr1 Turnbull Stakes 

at Flemington. ― We are happy with her fitness,‖ said 

Waller. 

The race has attracted only 10 rivals and apart from  

Caulfield Cup favourite, Humidor, her other nine  

opponents are predominantly stayers tuning up for the 

cups. Last Sunday, Humidor trainer Darren Weir  

confirmed he would put his ex-Kiwi stayer up against 

Winx, saying "someone's got to run second".  

Her other rivals are Abbey Marie, Amralah, Assign,  

Gallante, Harlem, Magicool, Sir Isaac Newton, Tally and 

Ventura Storm. -Photos by V Caligiuri. 

Winx’s rivals sidestep Turnbull  

A leave request from Melbourne-based racing 

enthusiast Nick Cahill, says it all. Cahill’s 

boss has approved his request. 

Bowman focused, in shape 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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THE legend Secretariat died on 4 October 1989 -  28 

years ago yesterday. In 1973, he became the first US  

Triple Crown winner in 25 years. His record-breaking win 

in the Belmont Stakes, where he left the field 31 lengths 

behind him, is widely regarded as one of the greatest races 

of all time. During his racing career, he won five Eclipse 

Awards, including Horse of the Year honours at ages two 

and three. He was elected to the National Museum of  

Racing and Hall of Fame in 1974. In the List of the Top 

100 U.S. Racehorses of the 20th Century, Secretariat is 

second only to Man o' War (racing career 1919–1920), 

who also was a large chestnut colt given the nickname 

"Big Red".  The chestnut was owned by Penney Tweedy 

(Chennery), who passed away three weeks ago, and was 

bred by Meadow Stud from Bold Ruler and the mare  

Somethingroyal, by Princequillo.  (Photo: Dottie Miller). 

“Big Red” was one of the greatest 

Iconic pic from Australian Racing 

A triple dead-heat in the 1956 Hotham Handicap at  

Flemington in Melbourne. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.proboost.co.za/
http://www.tba.co.za/

