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Tobie Spies takes over as stud master for  

Stilbaai’s ambitious Favour Stud 

Leading horseman Tobie Spies has a new challenge. 

ACCOMPLISHED horseman Tobie Spies has been  

appointed Stud Manager at Ernst Du Preez‟s up-and-

coming  Favour Stud near Stilbaai, Western Cape.  

Spies‟ appointment follows the departure of Renate and 

Jannie du Plessis, who have moved to Australia. 

 

Du Preez‟s 350-hectare farm has 100 stables and  

presently houses 35 mares and 20-something yearlings 

born and raised at the farm. Spies told Turf Talk: “Three 

weeks ago Corne (Spies, son), walked into my office at 

the Vaal and said, „Dad, how do you feel about going to 

Stilbaai?‟ I was taken aback, it was going to be a serious 

career move, but here I am. My wife and I have moved 

into the house on the Favour Stud premises and we‟re 

still wide-eyed, but I‟m up for the challenge, this is a 

nice opportunity for us.” 

 

A former leading trainer himself (Gr1 wins with Yard-

master, Fast Gun, Petros, Mysterious Hal, etc.), Tobie 

mainly managed Corne‟s Vaal stables for the last 10 

years while Spies Jr was travelling the country raiding 

everywhere from Kimberley to Port Elizabeth and even 

doing a spell in Zimbabwe. 

 

The new arrangement has seen Corne return to his per-

manent base at the Vaal with former stable jockey  

Francois Naude joining as stable employee and assistant. 

There are 60 horses stabled at the Vaal yard 

and a further 30 in Port Elizabeth. 

 

Tobie Spies says: “I will miss racing in  

Gauteng and elsewhere, I‟ve always enjoyed  

preparing and saddling our runners for races, 

but I also loved my time as yearling inspector 

for TBA, working with John Kramer. We  

travelled around the country several times to 

rate the yearlings at stud farms. I got to know 

most of the breeders well and I also know the 

beautiful areas from Franschoek to Robertson 

and Ceres, I will be travelling to these areas 

again with mares from Favour Stud to be  

covered by a number of stallions. “ 

 

Ironically, Kramer is due to visit Favour Stud 

for sales inspections on 19 October and Tobie 

says: “Getting the yearlings walking properly 

and looking the part is our first big challenge. 

They‟re running around here, rough and tough, 

and we have to get them in shape for inspector 

Kramer. With just two weeks to go we face a 

task of proportions!” 

 

Renate du Plessis recently told Sporting Post:  

“I think I could handle a train running into me 

now – that would be nothing compared to 

breeding season!” -  an indication of what  

Tobie must be facing at present, but Ernst du 

Preez believes there is nobody more qualified 

for the position. “Tobie is a top class  

horseman. He and his family have been  

instrumental in our success and enjoyment of 

racing.  Corne‟s professionalism and great  

attitude brought us to Tobie, we are very happy 

to have him working for us in this important 

role.” 

 

Du Preez added: “It is our mission  (to page 2) 
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SPIES AT FAVOUR STUD (...cont) 

 
at Favour Stud to compete at the highest level, we 

aim to breed top racehorses and we‟ve invested over 

the years in the best mares we could find, like Gr1 

performers Limerick (dam of Noah From Goa),  

Zaitoon, Far De Vie and Supreme Deal.   

 

“We have shares in top new stallions including 

What A Winter, Querari, Quasillo, also Elusive Fort 

so we have fixed visits booked.  We‟ll be looking 

for more high quality mares, they‟re not easy to find 

but we‟re in the market, we‟ll get them.” —tt. 

Tobie Spies, John Kramer and a young Kerry Jack, 

learning the art of inspection from the old  

masters. (Photos thanks to Summerhill Stud). 

ENABLE winning her debut on Tapeta at Newcastle. 

Enable proves that 

Tapeta ticks right boxes 
 

NEWCASTE Racecourse was celebrating Enable‟s 

Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe victory on Monday, less 

than 12 months after the superstar filly made her 

debut on the Tapeta track. 

 

The daughter of Nathaniel made the first of her 

eight career starts on November 28 last year,  

winning a maiden fillies' stakes over a mile by three 

and three-quarter lengths.  

 

Following that sole two-year-old outing, Enable has 

hardly put a foot wrong, reeling off five Group 1 

wins, including a pair of Classics to confirm herself 

as one of the greatest middle-distance fillies of re-

cent times. 

 

Newcastle‟s James Armstrong spoke on Monday of 

his delight at the Arc result and said it vindicated 

the decision to replace their turf Flat course with 

Tapeta, with the first race on the artificial surface 

having taken place in May 2016. 

 

"It's a very big deal for us. It justifies what we've 

done here and shows how successful the Tapeta has 

been," said Armstrong. "Every maiden we have up 

here now, we're hoping to see the new superstar!" 

 

Arc's external affairs director Sussanah Gill echoed 

Armstrong's sentiments and added: "We wanted to 

build a world class all-weather venue to attract the 

very best horses and we hope we will continue to 

see horses of the quality of Enable at Newcastle." - 

from Racing Post. 

Mubtaahij has SA sibling 
 

WILGERBOSDRIFT Stud‟s beautifully bred young 

broodmare Saint Mary gained a massive update to 

her already impeccable pedigree this weekend. Her 

top-class half-brother Mubtaahij, who had won the 

G2 UAE Derby in the care of Mike de Kock, picked 

up the first G1 victory of his career when the five-

year-old stormed home to land the G1 Awesome 

Again Stakes at Santa Anita on Saturday at the  

expense of G1 winners Midnight Storm and Cupid. 

Now Bob Baffert-trained Mubtaahij, who has 

earned in excess of $4.5 million, could be aimed at 

the G1 Breeders‟ Cup Classic on November 4th. 

Mubtaahij and Saint Mary are out of the outstanding 

Pennekamp mare Pennegale, who is also dam of G1 

Prix de L‟Opera winner Lily Of The Valley (herself 

dam of Japanese G2 winner Vanquish Run).  

Mubtaahij himself was purchased at Arqana by  

Jehan Malherbe‟s Form Bloodstock. - tt. 

http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
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Gold Standard returns in Saturday‟s Matchem Stakes 

To many, the horse above is the Gold Standard of last season’s three-year-old crop. (Wayne Marks). 

GLEN Kotzen‟s big hopes for high-class Gold 

Standard begin in earnest in the Gr 3 Matchem 

Stakes over 1400m at Durbanville on Saturday. 

 

The targets for the four-year-old son of Trippi are 

the L‟Ormarins Queen‟s Plate, the Sun Met and – 

if all goes according to plan – the Vodacom  

Durban July, all Grade 1 races. 

 

Kotzen‟s plans were thwarted last season when, 

after a second in the Cape Guineas and a fourth in 

the Met his charge got injured. “We found Gold 

Standard had a small segment on each fetlock and, 

while he was never unsound, we decided to clean 

them up and set him up for this season rather than 

take him to Durban,” explained Kotzen. 

He points out he has not so far been able to get the 

work into Gold Standard he would have liked  

because of the drought-induced shortage of gallops in 

Cape Town. The horse has had one grass gallop at 

Kenilworth, though, and that could be more than 

some of his rivals on Saturday have had. 

 

Richard Fourie‟s mount is well drawn at No 3 and is 

expected to start favourite, statistically a bonus  

because favourites have won three of the last four 

runnings. 

 

His opponents in the 1400m Grade 3 include Table 

Bay who started favourite for the Grand Parade Cape 

Guineas and finished third, 0.75 lengths behind Gold 

Standard. -  TAB News. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Young filly likes the bling! 

BORN at Millstream Park Farm, Western Cape: A filly by 

Visionaire from the Gr1 Golden Slipper winner Gilded 

Minaret. With a wisp of hay or grass wrapped around her 

head from playing in her paddock, “she looks like she’s 

sporting fashionable earrings,” said stud master Jan  

Mantel. Gilden Minaret was bought in foal to Visionaire at 

the CTS Mare Sale last June and she’s owned by Mike de 

Kock, Gary Grant and Chris Haynes. – tt. 

… and here’s a young Tiger! 

THIS young colt by Storm Cat stallion Where‟s That Tiger 

from a mare by Western Winter, was born at Hemel „n 

Aarde Stud two weeks ago. Where‟s That Tiger boasts 

67% winners to runners in South Africa and 45% winners 

to runners in Australia. He stands at The Alchemy and  

locally he has sired the likes of Samurai Blade, Supertube 

and Tiger‟s Touch. -  tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.proboost.co.za/
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