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The fear of  bearded 

jockeys is rooted in 

false perceptions 
THE Racing Post recently posed what was actually a 

very interesting question: Why do so few jockeys have 

beards? “Take a look round the weighing room, and 

you'll be out of luck. It appears beards, although common 

in everyday life, remain on jockeys' black lists,” wrote 

James Pugh. 

 

“Over the years many have noticed the weighing room 

ranks are notably clean-shaven and speculated on the rea-

son why. Some have hypothesised it was down to extra 

weight or aerodynamics. Others have insisted some  

arcane rule, handed down from the old days, forbids it.” 

 

“There is no truth in the longstanding rumour that some-

where deep in the rules of racing there is a sub-clause of 

a sub-clause stipulating that jockeys may not, under any 

circumstances, grow a beard.  As it stands, any jockey 

considering growing a beard who might be concerned 

about a close shave with the stewards needn't worry. 

 

“The likely truth, say racing historians, is the sport's long 

history and traditionalist roots have created a culture in 

which it is frowned upon for jockeys to sport 

beards or facial hair.” 

 

Racing Post historian John Randall says: "Until 

about 100 years ago it was normal for amateur 

riders to sport a moustache. In Victorian times 

it was almost obligatory, being the mark of a 

gentleman." 

 

Professional jockeys, however, typically hailed 

from a different strata of society and so were 

subject to rather different expectations. Randall 

adds: “Professional jockeys, even in Victorian 

times, have always known that it might harm 

their careers if they sprout a moustache, let 

alone a beard, because most trainers are so 

conservative that they would never employ 

such a bohemian rebel.” 

 

Bearded UK trainer John Berry opined:  

“Realistically, if Ryan Moore decided to grow 

a beard, it would have no bearing whatsoever 

on how many rides he received. It is safe to 

assume the only reason why he does not do so 

is because he doesn't want to.” 

 

In South Africa, there are some varied opinions 

on the matter, too. 

 

Tex Lerena, Chairman of the Jockeys  

Association of South Africa, commented: “It‟s 

uncanny. Jockeys just don‟t sport beards. Many 

years ago the late Colin Randall had a  

moustache and the late Peter Dillon grew one 

from time to time, but those are all I can think 

of, off the cuff.” 

 

Lerena said that there were no rules against 

facial hair, like in the UK, but added: “Maybe 

it‟s a silent code of conduct among the guys. 

They want to keep things clean and neat,  

today‟s kind of professionalism. I guess some 

may do it for rallies like the Movember  

Anti-Cancer movement, but that‟s it.” 

 

KZN-based jockey Billy Jacobson was (to p2) 
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JOCKS WITH BEARDS (cont…) 
 

spotted sporting a full beard riding Ivan van Wyk‟s 

Putchini to a good win recently. Billy is a very  

capable rider who deserves more mounts than he is 

afforded. He has booted home two wins from 20 

rides this season, that‟s a 10% strike rate from only 

a few chances, but when he was riding without a 

beard, he was also often short of mounts. 

 

We spoke to a few local jocks, all not willing 

to be named, but their comments were note-

worthy. 

“I think in South Africa the perception still exists 

that older riders are not as good as the younger 

ones, though the contrary evidence is there for all to 

see. Our senior riders will soon be pushing 60! 

With beards, they will appear 80 and that will be 

the end of their careers,” said one log-leader. 

 

Another said:  “Look, in South Africa beards are 

associated with the game of rugby played by mostly 

he-men who are often considered dumb and 

clumsy. So I think the perception exists that jockeys 

who grow beards are speech-impaired, dim-witted 

and clumsy by implication. Kobus Wiese is the  

exception, in some quarters he is thought to suffer 

from some of those afflictions, but he is actually 

clean-shaven. So one can‟t really pin it down.” 

 

Cricket, sadly, also came under fire: “There are any 

number of cricketers around with long, awful 

beards. Let‟s not beat around the bush here. It goes 

without saying what these eye-sores are associated 

with. Trainers are keen sports-watchers. Things like 

this stick in their minds. They see a bearded jock, in 

their imagination they see the traditional 

„tokolosche” or, (please God not but it happens) - a 

modern-day terrorist. They run for the hills!” 

 

Lastly, a quote from a leading apprentice: “The  

stipes are always looking for dishonesty in racing 

and I think when they spot a jockey with a beard 

they will assume he is hiding something in there... 

some written notes on the „graft‟ for the day, per-

haps even a cell-phone or a small wi-fi device!” - tt. 

Billy Jacobson, good guy, good rider, nothing to 

fear from him! 

DISCLAIMER: Opinions in the Jockeys Beard  article 

do not  necessarily reflect the views of Turf Talk. Page 1 

art by Samantha Creedon (Racing Post). 

Phumelela: No trials for us! 
 

FOLLOWING the announcement last week that 

Gold Circle were intending to introduce barrier tri-

als for first-timers and rested horses, the possibility 

of it happening in Phumelela territory was unlikely. 

 

“Our position remains that the cost and additional 

wear on our turf surfaces is substantial,” said 

Phumelela CEO Rian du Plessis. “We‟ve found no 

factual evidence substantiating that these negatives 

will be outweighed by positives. We will monitor 

the situation very closely and will naturally change 

if our position is proved incorrect.” - TAB News.  

Phumelela’s Rian du Plessis won’t spend a bean on 

Barrier Trials for now, but will be monitoring. 

http://www.racingassoction.co.za/
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RACING Victoria‟s Chief Steward and Industry 

Nanny Terry Bailey is kicking trainer Ciaron Maher 

while he is down.  

 

We reported yesterday that Maher was fined $75,000 

and suspended for six moths for “training under the 

lap” for career conman Peter Foster. Foster owned 

five horses raced with Maher in the name of his  

former Racing Manager, Ben Connolly. 

 

As per Bailey, Maher's assistant and brother will not 

be able to take over the Victorian trainer's stables 

during his six-month suspension. 

 

Bailey said Maher's assistant David Eustace and 

brother Declan's current trainers' licences do not  

allow them to run a large team of horses. He added 

that moving an outside trainer into Maher's stables is 

another option, but they cannot simply be a  

figurehead.  (-Who will make that judgement?) 

 

Maher said he did not know about convicted conman 

Peter Foster's involvement in the ownership of five 

horses in his stable, including the NZ-bred Gr 1 win-

ner Azkadellia, but accepted he should have known.  

 

Foster has been jailed in Australia, Britain, the 

United States and Vanuatu for a variety of offences 

related to weight loss and other scams as well as  

absconding from justice. His convictions range from 

fraud to money-laundering to contempt of court to 

resisting arrest.  He is on record as calling himself, 

“an international man of mischief”.  - tt. 

Cieron Maher (left) will not escape Stipes’ wrath. 

Maher to bear Bailey’s brunt 

THE fourth foal of champion mare Black Caviar, a 

filly foaled last Friday night, bears the greatest  

resemblance to her dam. Neil Werrett and his  

fellow owners are excited about the new arrival, 

who is by Vinery Stud stallion More Than Ready. 

 

“She‟s a very leggy foal, a lot leggier than the first 

three. When you see them together they are very 

similar colours with a similar build,” Werrett said. 

“She‟s a bigger foal than the others and has really 

thrown to mum. The other three have really thrown 

to the sires.‟‟ 

 

Winner of all 25 career starts, Black Caviar has 

made the transition from racehorse to broodmare 

with a minimum of fuss. “She‟s just a natural. She 

loves her food. She eats up until giving birth and 

then starts eating again,” Werrett said on radio. “It 

was about 30 minutes from when she broke water 

to the foal walking. You don‟t get much smoother 

than that. And within 15 minutes of walking the 

foal was drinking milk.” 

 

Three of the foals are fillies — a daughter of  

Exceed And Excel named Oscietra and a yearling 

by Snitzel. Oscietra has had two starts, running a 

place on New Year‟s Day at Flemington before 

winning at Geelong in August. She is entered for a 

1000m race at Flemington  Wednesday. 

 

A decision on Black Caviar‟s next suitor is yet to 

be made, though a stallion will be chosen in the 

next week or so. -  The Australian.. 

Black Caviar‟s latest foal 

Black Caviar with Oscietra as a foal. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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THIS Team Valor International filly by Animal Kingdom 

out of the Brazilian stakes-winning mare Pura Classe has 

been named MISS CHENERY. TVI’s Barry Irwin said: “I 

got to know Penny Chenery over the years and considered 

her to be ‘pure class’. Chenery, who owned Secretariat, 

passed away last week. (Pic: Susan Fagan) -  tt. 

Named after Penny for “Pura Classe” 

Injured Irap recovering in a pool 

US Blue Grass winner Irap underwent a three-hour surgery 

on Monday at the New Bolton Center in Kennett Square, 

Pa., to repair his left front leg, which was injured during the 

Grade 1 Pennsylvania Derby at Parx on Saturday. Irap  

finished second to West Coast in the $1 million race and 

then was pulled up after nearing the turn by jockey Mario 

Gutierrez. Irap fractured the sesamoids in his left front  

ankle. Plates were inserted. Trainer Doug O‟Neill posted 

this photo Irap in post-surgery therapy. -  tt. 
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