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Du Toit explores vast opportunities in China 

SOUTH Africa’s ever-active “Horse Whisperer”, 

Malan du Toit, has sent us a report and photos from 

the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road International 

Expo in the city of  Dongguan, situated in China’s 

Pearl River Delta. 

 

Malan recently joined South Africa’s Progressive 

Business Forum, who seeks to market a variety of 

South African businesses overseas.  In one respect, 

they market tour packages to promote the beautiful 

South Africa landscape, including tours on which 

wildlife and predatory animals like lions and  

cheetahs can be observed on horseback. 

 

He tells: “My duty in this regard is to teach  

individuals how to ride and handle horses. They 

don’t have to be experienced riders to join our tour.  

We have a package for juvenile riders and one for 

experienced riders. 

 

“For the more seasoned riders, we have a package 

focusing on horse behaviour and specifically on 

problem behaviour and how to deal with it. There 

are a number of horse farms and riding schools here, 

so we’d like to come back next year to present  

clinics in the Dongguan and Guangzoe.” 

 

Malan tells of an interesting conversation:  “I met an 

Indian guy here at the Expo, a keen rider himself, 

who expressed a big interest in my clinics and is 

keen to take us to India. In China itself, horse riding 

with all its related disciplines is a massively  

growing industry and it goes without saying that we 

can do good business here for many years to come,  

especially with my MDT Horse Behaviour  

Programs. 

 

“The ultimate objective would be to get involved in 

the racing industry here, which is only starting now. 

They haven’t had official race meetings yet, it’s all 

in the pipeline and there will be many things we can 

teach them!” - tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.wsb.co.za/
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Coup De Grace’s stunning young foals at Klawervlei 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s beautifully bred young 

sire Coup De Grace has made the perfect start 

to his stud career- if his magnificent first foals 

are anything to go by! 

 

Coup De Grace, who has been extremely  

popular since retiring to Klawervlei, covered an 

exceptional book of mares in his first season 

and the support looks well justified if these 

foals are an example of what can be expected in 

future. 

 

A high-class athlete, whose wins included the 

G2 Amsterdam Stakes and G3 Bay Shore 

Stakes, Coup De Grace is the only son of triple 

US champion sire Tapit at stud in South Africa. 

The sire of more than 100 stakes winners (his 

tally includes 23 individual G1 winners), Tapit 

made waves at the 2017 Keeneland September 

Yearling Sale where his 17 yearlings to sell  

averaged just under $1 000 000. 

 

Tapit, responsible for three of the last four  

Belmont Stakes winners, has been represented 

by no fewer than 17 stakes winners in 2017 thus 

far, including the G1 winners Tapwrit, Dream 

Dancing and Cupid. 

 

A half-brother to G1 winning filly Dancing 

Rags, Coup De Grace is out of Iowa Oaks third 

Home Court, a daughter of champions Storm 

Cat and Jewel Princess. 

 

His foals include a really striking filly out of 

Proud Peyton, a five time winning daughter of 

National Assembly who was second in the G3 

SA Fillies Nursery. -  tt. 

Striking filly foal from Proud Peyton. Looks like mom. 

Colt out of stakes-placed Sweet Aria. 

Colt from well-related Three Blue Cranes, a four-time 

winning daughter of Captain Al. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.proboost.co.za/
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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UK’s ‘gatecrasher’ wants to hit Breeders’ Cup 

Sports fanatic and punter Richard Melia likes to see 

his face in winning photos. 

RICHARD Melia is a feverish punter and notorious 

“serial sports event gatecrasher” from London. The 

interloper who led in Sizing John after his win the 

Gold Cup at Cheltenham earlier this year was  

escorted to the gates of Yarmouth Racecourse on 

Thursday after repeating his trick. 

 

Melia, appearing from nowhere, walked in with first

-race winner Gabr and approached winning jockey 

Jim Crowley for a chit-chat before being ejected 

from the track later in the afternoon. He has  

subsequently been banned from all Arena Racing 

Company courses. 

 

Melia accessed the paddock near the gate onto the 

racecourse and accompanied the 4-9 winner back 

towards the winner’s enclosure but stopped short of 

actually entering the unsaddling area. 

 

After being alerted by onlookers, Yarmouth security 

tracked down Melia outside the paddock and placed 

him under observation at the Hoops bar where he 

enjoyed a drink before being asked to leave later on. 

 

Melia claims to have gatecrashed, among other 

events, a Floyd Mayweather fight in Las Vegas, the 

Dubai World Cup, the Ryder Cup and the FIFA 

World Cup VIP party. He reckons he’s just an  

enthusiastic sports supporter. 

He told the Racing Post: "It was only a friendly  

gesture and I only did it because I'd backed the 

horse at Yarmouth. I didn't know I was upsetting 

anyone and this is the first one I've done at the races 

since Cheltenham. 

 

"I think the racing authorities are on to me now and 

I'll have to go abroad. Maybe I'll try the Breeders’ 

Cup!" - extracts from Racing UK. 

Rural event at Scottsville 
 

TO celebrate September as Heritage month,  

Willowfontain Horse Riding Club in partnership 

with Ikusasa LeAfrica Foundation (ILAF) and Gold 

Circle is holding an Umtelebhelo Rural Horse Rac-

ing Event on 30 September at Scottsville. The rural 

horse riding sport in South Africa was established 

more than 100 years ago as a sport that predomi-

nantly attracted rural black people. The sport is 

called Umtelebhelo in Nguni languages. 

 

The sport of trotting horses is celebrated and  

recognised worldwide. As a social event in Africa,  

Umtelebhelo horse racing has broken tribal and po-

litical barriers. The Umtelebhelo Heritage Cup event 

brings together different Fashion Designs, Exhibi-

tion, Arts and Music.  - Gold Circle. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Untamed, from Animal Kingdom 

PLAYING around in a training paddock is trainer Graham 

Motion’s two-year-old colt, Untamed Domain, by Animal 

Kingdom, who holds an entry to the Gr1 Breeders’ Cup 

Juvenile Turf at Del Mar on 4 November. Owned by the 

West Coast Syndicate, Untamed Domain won the recent 

Gr2 Summer Stakes at Woodbine. -  tt. 

The amazing ‘The Everest’ Trophy 

THE Everest, the world’s richest turf race, is set to be  

Australia’s most anticipated sporting event this year. The 

$10 million sprint makes its debut at Royal Randwick on 14 

October 2017.  

 

The race invites the world’s best thoroughbred sprinters, 

trainers, jockeys and industry legends to compete in a battle 

for one of racing’s most prestigious titles.  

 

The magnificent trophy for #TheEverest! contains 8k  

diamonds, two round rubies and took over 900 hours to  

create. It is valued at $320,000.  - tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TheEverest?src=hash

