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SCENES We Like To See # 27: A fancied horse winning in front of an appreciative crowd. Here’s Irish 

Pride winning the inaugural WSB Grand Heritage, with Gavin Lerena saluting race goers. 

WE‟RE just shy of two weeks away from The Grand 

Heritage sponsored by World Sports Betting and 

while the entered runners are yet to sort themselves 

into the final field of 28 there is still plenty to look 

forward to at the Vaal Racecourse on 30 September. 

 

Here are three reasons to hit the highway and make 

the trip out to the riverside course. 

 

1) The Grand Heritage is a unique spectacle. As far 

as horseracing goes, you won‟t find another race like 

The Grand Heritage in South Africa. It sees a field of 

28 horses charge down the turf and if last year‟s race 

is anything to go by, we‟re in for a thriller. No other 

race in South Africa has this many horses in one 

event. 

 

2) Grand Heritage Day is a day out for the whole 

family. Apart from the thrilling horseracing action 

on the track, there‟ll be enough to keep the family 

entertained, with activities for the kids and rugby on  

the big screen as the Springboks do battle against 

Australia later on in the afternoon. It‟s set to add a 

festive vibe to proceedings as the day unfolds. 

 

3) The Grand Heritage is a good excuse to throw 

some meat on the coals. Because who doesn‟t love 

the smell of a proper South African braai. Part of 

this year‟s Grand Heritage celebrations includes a 

dedicated bring and braai area, so pack the  

cooler-box with meat and pull through. There will 

be bar facilities on course on the day to quench the 

thirsts. 

 

In a fortnight‟s time we know exactly where we‟ll 

be, soaking up all the excitement at The Grand 

Heritage sponsored by World Sports Betting.  Join 

us and be part of the festivities on what promises to 

be a fun-filled afternoon at the Vaal Racecourse. 

Tickets will be available at the gate for just R10 per 

person. – Racing. It’s A Rush 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Of mares and foals... 

BELA-Bela, in her days training on the beach. She has other duties at Varsfontein Stud these days, and has 

been tested in foal to Gimmethegreenlight. (Pic: Troy Finch). 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s Micaela Cross getting 

acquainted with a new arrival on the farm. 

SALLY Jourdan of  Lammerskraal Stud is over the moon 

with the offspring produced in the Cape by Visionaire. 

Here’s a foal by Visionaire from Ventura (ex Go Deputy). 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Police horse named thoroughbred of the year in the US 

VALOR:  The 23-year-old is a renowned crowd controller.  

THE USA Jockey Club‟s Thoroughbred Incentive 

Program (T.I.P.)  announced on Tuesday the 2017 

recipients of its two non-competition awards, the 

T.I.P. Thoroughbred of the Year Award and the 

Young Rider of the Year Award, including a police 

horse who worked crowd control at the Super Bowl. 

 

The Thoroughbred of the Year Award recognises a 

Thoroughbred that has excelled in a non-

competitive career, such as equine-assisted therapy 

or police work, and includes a $5,000 grant to the 

non-profit organisation associated with the horse or, 

if no organisation is associated with the horse, to a 

horse-related charity chosen by The Jockey Club. 

 

This year‟s winner is SSO Valor, registered as 

Raja‟s Best Dancer, a 23-year-old gelding that 

serves as a police mount with the Sarasota County 

Sheriff‟s Office in Florida. He won two races and 

$7,467 through the end of his racing career in 1998. 
 

Valor has been a member of the police force for 14 

years. He has worked every large event in Sarasota 

County and has facilitated crowd control at a Super 

Bowl, numerous college football games, and a Re-

publican National Convention. After Hurricane  

Irma, Valor helped with crowd control outside of 

retail shops. 

 

Valor was also one of two horses used in the  

Sarasota County Sheriff‟s Activities League  

SADDLES program, an experience for latch-key 

kids and at-risk kids who learn team building, non-

verbal communication, and how to care for horses. 

 

“Valor has served with distinction his entire career 

at the sheriff‟s office, and everyone who has 

worked with him has been honoured and thankful 

to do so,” said Sergeant Chris Laster, supervisor of 

the Sarasota County Sherriff‟s Office Mounted 

Unit. “He is an ambassador not only for mounted 

police units but also for retired racehorses.” -

Americasbestracing.net. 

 

JOIN SA RACING’S 

YOUTH LEAGUE 
SECURE THE FUTURE OF THE GREAT SPORT! 

Click below: 

https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/the-youth-league-

of-horse-racing-south-africa.html  

https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/the-youth-league-of-horse-racing-south-africa.html
https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/the-youth-league-of-horse-racing-south-africa.html
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San Diego‟s „Art Of The Horse‟ 

THEY’re having pre-race celebrations in San Diego ahead 

of the 2017 Breeders’Cup at Del Mar on 3 and 4  

November—Melbourne Cup Style. ―Art Of The Horse‖ 

models have been placed at Del Mar Racourse, shopping 

malls and parks all over the city. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/

