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A long way from Meydan, 

Spargo’s back in a dog box 

Terry Spargo, keeping himself busy in Queensland. 

(godolphin.com) 

TERRY Spargo, the race caller synonymous with Dubai  

Racing for 17 years, is back home in Australia, where he  

recently called his first greyhound meeting in 25 years at  

Albion Park, followed by a meeting at Caloundra. 

 

The distinctive tones broadcast to the world from the glamor-

ous setting of Meydan in Dubai have returned to southeast 

Queensland, with Spargo coming back to where it all began. 

 

Spargo was the voice of Dubai racing for near two decades, 

calling every World Cup in that time frame on a roster that 

included more than 50 meetings a year across the United 

Arab Emirates. 

 

When he came home, Spargo made contact with Radio TAB, 

inquiring about the possibility of calling on a casual basis. ―I 

don‘t want to step on anybody‘s toes. I still love calling and 

if possible I would like to pick up some more work,‖ he said. 

 

Before he was given the call up over the past two Sundays, 

the last time Spargo called at Caloundra was the day  

Kingston Rule won the Melbourne Cup in 1990, after he had 

been at the venue on opening day a few years earlier. 

 

Spargo was ― The Voice‖ with the start of the Magic Millions 

phenomenon, calling Snippets to win the 

inaugural running of the race on the Gold 

Coast in 1987, right up to Our Fiction in 

1993. 

 

He went from the Gold Coast to Hong 

Kong, then back to Newcastle for a couple 

of years before taking up the opportunity in 

Dubai. 

 

―Dubai changed a lot in the 17 years,‖ 

Spargo said. ―When we got there you could 

drive anywhere in 15 minutes, now you‘re 

flat out getting down the road in 15  

minutes. There was a lot of vacant land in 

the earlier days which now has impressive 

sky scrapers. 
 

―It was a great place and it produced some 

super racing, some great World Cups and 

allowed me to go to some of the great 

meetings of the world. It was a great  

experience.‖ 
 

He labels his first World Cup (Captain 

Steve), Electrocutionist, Invasor, California 

Chrome and Arrogate this year as among 

the most memorable moments in his time 

there. 

 

The scaffolding that houses the broadcast 

box at Albion Park these days is a world 

away from the luxury of Meydan and even 

the box Spargo remembers from the now 

condemned grandstand. 

 

―The previous broadcast box at the Creek 

had been personally designed by one  

Herbert Francis (Wayne) Wilson and it was 

the crème de la crème of its time,‖ said 

Spargo. 

 

―The boys all said the one they have now 

was only supposed to be for six months, 

but sadly it‘s been eight years.‖ - extracts 

from Courier Mail Brisbane, article by  

Nathan Exelby. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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Baffert believes Arrogate is coming back to best 

Arrogate, Monday exercise. (Bloodhorse/Benoit Photo) 

IN his first piece of work since his half-length loss to  

stablemate Collected in the TVG Pacific Classic Stakes (G1) 

at Del Mar o 19 August, Juddmonte Farms' world star Arro-

gate showed trainer Bob Baffert positive signs that he'll be 

ready for his next racing challenge. 

 

While Baffert is still playing it "week by week" with the 4-

year-old champion leading up to the Breeders' Cup Classic 

(G1) Nov. 4 at Del Mar, he was pleased with the latest  

exercise gallop from his charge. 

 

Travelling over the Santa Anita Park main track by himself 

on Monday morning, Arrogate, with Rafael Bejarano 

aboard, worked 800m in :49 3/5, cutting splits of :12 2/5 

and :25 1/5 before galloping out to 1000m in 1:02 3/5.  

 

"He went really nice. I just wanted a nice, easy half-mile," 

Baffert said. "Bejarano worked him for me, he knows the 

horse really well. He said he felt great under him, and went 

nice and easy.  

 

"He didn't work really fast, but I just don't want to do that to 

him. I'm really happy where he's at right now. (He) came 

back, (and) it was like nothing for him. He doesn't need to 

do a lot. He looks like he's got his weight back." 

 

After rattling off four consecutive top-level victories—

including a seemingly impossible last-to-first score in the 

Dubai World Cup Sponsored by Emirates Airline (G1)—

Arrogate finished fourth, beaten 15 1/4 

lengths, in the July 22 TVG San Diego 

Handicap (G2) at Del Mar, his second U.S. 

start in 2017. 

 

After that stunning defeat, he worked three 

more times at the seaside track and returned 

in the $1 million Pacific Classic. In that 

race, he pressed the pace set by fellow  

Baffert-trainee Collected, drifted out into 

the stretch still three lengths off the leader 

in third, and rallied with a late effort that 

wasn't enough to catch his stablemate at the 

wire.  

 

With Arrogate's puzzling last two races, 

Baffert wanted input from someone who 

knows the horse to give him feedback on 

how he felt Monday.  
 

"(For his) first work back, I just wanted to 

make sure that somebody who knows the 

horse really well (was aboard). I needed his 

input," he said of Bejarano. "He said 

(Arrogate) felt strong, he just said he went 

perfect, like the Arrogate that he knows. So 

I was happy with that." 

 

While the Breeders‘ Cup has been his  

target, Baffert said he will only run the 

horse if he is performing well. "It's week to 

week. It's work to work. If he's doing really, 

really well, we run," the trainer said.  

 

"(It's) the same boat I was in with (2015 

Triple Crown and Breeders' Cup Classic 

winner) American Pharoah . If you were to 

tell me in September that we were running 

in the Breeders' Cup, I would have told you, 

I don't know, we're 50-50. Right now, I like 

the way (Arrogate) looks and I was happy 

with his work. I see big improvements." - 

Bloodhorse. 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Whisky Baron at Newmarket on Monday. 

Whisky Baron’s connections 

are hoping for dry conditions 

2017 Sun Met winner Whisky Baron had his first public 

workout since arriving in Britain at Newmarket‘s Rowley 

Mile Racecourse on Monday morning and the  

Newmarket website reported: 

 

―Trained by Brett Crawford, Whisky Baron has not run 

since landing one of South Africa‘s top all-aged races, 

the Group 1 Sun Met [formerly known as the J&B Met] 

at Kenilworth in Cape Town in January. He was forced to 

spend three months in quarantine in Mauritius in order to 

be allowed to leave South Africa but has been stabled in 

Newmarket since June. 

 

―Whisky Baron galloped with two William Haggas-

trained companions over five furlongs of the Rowley 

Mile turf which was officially rated ‗good to soft‘ follow-

ing 33 millimetres of rain over the previous 72 hours. 

 

―He was ridden by his regular jockey, the 41-year-old 

Pretoria-born Greg Cheyne, who has notched over 1600 

winners worldwide during his career and finished second 

in the South African Jockeys Championship for the 2016-

17 season. 

 

―Whisky Baron is entered in both the Group 2 £100,000 

Shadwell Joel Stakes, which is run over the full Rowley 

Mile on Friday 29th September, and the Group 2 

£120,000 Godolphin Stud And Stable Staff Awards Chal-

lenge Stakes, run over seven furlongs of the same course 

same course on Friday 13th October. 

 

His first big international target is the Hong 

Kong International Races at Sha Tin on  

Sunday 10th December. 
 

 Cheyne said: ―It was an interesting workout as 

we have always had a concern that Whisky 

Baron might not relish soft ground and,  

although I was not disappointed and feel quite 

positive about it, it did expose the fact that he 

doesn‘t handle soft going particularly well.‖ 

 

―He travelled kindly for the first couple of fur-

longs but once the undulations started he found 

it testing. He maintained his speed but couldn‘t 

quicken.‖ 

 

―He felt as good as I can ever remember him – 

he‘s in a good place at the moment and we 

couldn‘t be happier with him, so our only  

concern for now is the ground.‖ 
 

―I feel that he is ready for a race, but we need 

the weather gods to be on our side. He has 

been off the track since January and is bound 

to be a bit rusty, but this morning‘s experience 

will do him the world of good.‖ 

 

―Newmarket is horse heaven and it has been a 

fantastic experience for me to get the chance to 

ride out on the various different training gal-

lops here. Back home all the tracks are dead 

flat but riding on the Rowley Mile this morning 

showed how unbelievably tactical riding can be 

and I am super excited about being able to ride 

Whisky Baron in a race there. He is one of the 

best horses that I have ever ridden.‖ - tt. 
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 IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

SUPPORT SA RACING’S 

YOUTH LEAGUE 
 

KATHRYN Ralphs has established a ―Youth League‖ for 

South African racing and she writes: ―We need your  

support in order to grow and sustain the industry that  

employs us. 

 

―Many of us work in this industry, our legacies and liveli-

hood depend on the industry‘s growth and sustainability. It 

is imperative that we are proactive in keeping the sport  

current and thriving. We intend to raise the level of quality, 

professionalism, facilities and expectations of the field. 

 

―We are petitioning for THE YOUTH LEAGUE to be  

legitimized in the eyes of the operators to introduce more 

of the South African youth to horse racing, to increase the 

economic and commercial activity and ultimately support 

the growth of this trade. 

 

―We require written permission from the members of THE 

YOUTH LEAGUE to appeal to the authorities and  

operators of the horse racing industry in South Africa, the 

NHA, and the RA.  

 

―This petition serves as a request for your support in  

forming a league dedicated to the interests of the younger 

members of the horse racing industry, in South Africa.  

 

―We humbly ask for your endorsement and consent to  

legitimize a confederacy so that we can be heard by the  

operators as one collective voice.‖ 

 

Follow this link to support: https://www.gopetition.com/

petit ions/the-youth-league-of-horse-racing-south-

africa.html  

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/the-youth-league-of-horse-racing-south-africa.html
https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/the-youth-league-of-horse-racing-south-africa.html
https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/the-youth-league-of-horse-racing-south-africa.html
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