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MEET “The Racing Blogger”, UK-based Stephen Power (middle). He says: “We need young people who 

love the sport to be figureheads the average racing fan can relate to.  I want more followers on Twitter than 

Matt Chapman and to be compared to racing royalty Nick Luck and Big Mac one day! I'd love to work on 

TV as a presenter, bringing racing to life for all the people at home. I want to show them what they're miss-

ing, I want racing to be fun to watch and I believe I'm the man for the job!” Follow him @racingblogger. 

Stephen Power wants to bring the young  

to the racecourse in droves 

RACING must engage the young through social 

media to ensure the 'Sport of Kings' attracts a fresh 

audience and source of revenue, says influential 

racing blogger Stephen Power. 

 

Power, who attracted over 12,000 followers on 

Twitter in just 18 months with his views on racing, 

is impressed by the amount of young people  

attending race meetings in the UK and Ireland. 

 

But he said the feedback he got from them is while 

they enjoy going they didn't feel they had a voice 

or were engaged. 

Power, who won £14000 (about ZAR190,000) when 

he was only 15 on a bet at the Cheltenham Festival 

which owing to his age his grandmother placed for 

him, said educating the young on the distinct terms 

used in racing, which leave many floundering, would 

be a start. 

 

Racing is seen by some to be in decline -- one of 

Power's fellow panellists at the Betting on Sport con-

ference said its audience was ageing and dying out. 

 

Yet it attracts the second largest annual attendance in 

British sport of around 6 million  (to page 3) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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STEPHEN POWER (cont...) 
 

people and is the second most bet on sport. 

 

Power, 33, says there can be a rejuvenation of the 

fan base if racing makes a genuine effort. "When I 

go to Ascot for instance I am struck by how many 

young people are there," he said. 

 

"They have a genuine passion for the sport but they 

need to be educated on things like the race card, 

and be engaged through social media utilising  

Instagram, Twitter and the other platforms. 

 

"Engage them and they will come back, lots of peo-

ple who go racing feel they don't have a voice but if 

racing authorities connect with them there are a lot 

of potential soldiers out there to come marching in 

through the gates. There is nothing like a day at the 

races and horse racing is a truly great sport." 
 

Will Lambe, executive director of the British 

Horseracing Authority (BHA) the regulatory body 

for the sport, concurred that more could be done vis

-a-vis educating those who came racing but were 

not at ease with the terms. 

 

"Point taken with regards to educating people," said 

Lambe. There is a lot of educating going on but it is 

piecemeal and not joined up. 

 

"The attendances are great but how much is due to 

having a social day out or because they like the 

sport is an unknown. 

 

"However, we are taking measures to make it more 

attractive to both punters and race goers. 

 

"There will probably be more evening meetings 

next year and for punters at the Cheltenham Festi-

val the final fields will be known 48 hours before 

the race and not 24 as was the case." 

 

More evening meetings brought smiles to the faces 

of James Garmiston, CEO of EasyOdds.com, and 

Bernard Marantelli, CEO of Colossus Bets. 

Garmiston said evening racing in Australia was  

doing very well and it was a growing sport there 

whilst Marantelli too felt the way English racing 

was scheduled made it less attractive than other 

countries. 

 

“… Run a sensible promotional campaign 

involving jockeys, trainers and the horses. 

Then you would have the perfect storm as is 

the case with other sports." 

"The United Kingdom struggles in terms of a time 

zone by comparison with others," he said. Take 

Australia they have wall to wall coverage from 11 in 

the morning to nine at night as night as the racing 

travels across its various time zones. The same for 

the United States. However, here you can some-

times have five meetings all taking place at the same 

time in the day." 

 

Garmiston believes that the sport should also build 

up its personalities, equine and human and agreed 

with Power that social media should also be utilised 

to attract the young. 

 

"Also run a sensible promotional campaign  

involving jockeys, trainers and the horses. Then you 

would have the perfect storm as is the case with 

other sports." - sgnews. 

The racehorse is really all that matters in life! 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
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Darkest Hour (nearest camera), snuck up on Sir David Baird to cause a huge upset. (JC Photos) 

 

DARKEST Hour (14-1) staged one of this season’s 

biggest upsets when he came to grab 1-3 favourite 

Sir David Baird in a Three-Year-Old Handicap 

(MR94) over 1400m at Turffontein on Thursday. 

 

Darkest Hour was beaten over six lengths by Sir 

David Baird when they met over 1200m in August 

and trainer Barend Botes told Turf Talk: “On form 

we couldn’t win it and we didn’t expect to win  

anyway because Darkest Hour needs further. He 

will only come into his own over 1600m and  

further.” In any event, Botes quipped, we “stole” 

the race and it was an unexpected bonus. 

 

“We were in the parade ring when I overheard 

jockey Callan Murray saying to Mike de Kock,  

“This will be good pace work!”, an indication of his 

confidence and perhaps how he would ride the race. 

I expected him to build Sir David Baird up to full 

pace gradually, so I told my jockey JP van der 

Merwe: “Sit on Sir David Baird’s arse. Get as close 

as you can, try and stay with him as long as  

possible. 

 

“As things unfolded, Sir David Baird built up to 

full stride and we were close enough, but then  

Callan looked over his right shoulder, relaxed his 

mount and didn’t see us making progress on his 

left.  By then JP had Darkest Hour in full cry and he 

ran on by to nab the favourite!” 

 

Botes said that Darkest Hour was a “beaut of a 

horse”, bought back for R15,000 at the KZN Sale by 

owner Gerald Kalil, who bred him from Await The 

Dawn and the Kitalpha mare, Hezekiah. “I trained 

the dam, she was a small mare, but Darkest Hour has 

size and substance. Gerald is amazed how at how he 

grows in between visits to the yard every few weeks. 

 

“Darkest Hour was thought to be a rig (a one-

testicled horse) and we had it removed, but I wanted 

to make sure so I discussed it with Dr Wheeler at the 

NHA. They tested his testosterone levels and they 

remained high, so the other testicle is still in there 

somewhere. Just as well we had this tested,  

otherwise we would’ve come up positive twice.” 

 

Botes will be aiming Darkest Hour at the Gr1 SA 

Classic over 1800m. He said: “We may also go for 

the Guineas but he will be better suited to 1800m 

and perhaps even the 2450m of the Derby.” 

 

Mike de Kock said about Sir David Baird: “He’s a 

horse that has to be scrubbed along to keep his  

momentum so Callan’s looking around didn’t help. 

He was over-confident, we shouldn’t have lost. He 

came back pale as a ghost and I let him have it!  

 

“He’s a young jockey though, this is how they learn 

and if he doesn’t get time from the stipes, he will get 

time from me. Jockeys are paid to keep their heads 

down and win, not for antics. Punters hate this. But 

the sooner this happened for Callan, the better. It’s 

out of the way now, he won’t do it again.” - tt. 

Botes yard benefits for Murray’s dark moment   
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 IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

Lester Piggott on Nijinsky after the St Leger in 1970. 

 

Memories of Nijinsky 
ALREADY victorious in the 2000 Guineas and the Derby, 

Nijinsky's St Leger win on 13 September 1970 secured his 

place in racing history. 

 

American owner Charles Engelhard had the satisfaction of 

seeing his colt become the first Triple Crown winner since 

the mighty Barham in 1935, when he won the St Leger at 

Doncaster without ever appearing ever to be called upon to 

get into top gear by his rider, Lester Piggott. 

 

It was an electrifying display. Eased near the finish and 

always galloping with his ears pricked, Nijinsky finished 

half a length in front of Meadowville; with Politico half a 

length farther away third. Then came Charlton, Melody 

Rock and Rarity. 

 

*Markus Jooste and partners own Douglas Macarthur, a  

25-1 longshot in Saturday’s St Leger, but he’s better than 

his odds and is worth an eachway bet.  -tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.kuda.co.za/

