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“I gamble, therefore I am.”   

The Gospel according to Harry Findlay 

“I gamble, therefore I am”.  Harry Findlay is the fearless and notorious UK-based gambler most of 

us remember for being banned from racing in the UK, in 2010. In 2008 Findlay wagered £80,000 on 

his horse Gullible Gordon to win at Exeter. But just before the race, when he thought trainer Paul 

Nicholls had given the wrong tactics to his jockey, he laid £18,000 on his own horse to lose. Findlay 

would have made far more money had Gullible Gordon won. 

Findlay was investigated only when a similar pat-

tern of bets involving the horse occurred in Octo-

ber 2009 at Chepstow. The gambler himself alerted 

the authorities to his previous use of the strategy at 

Exeter. A year later he was warned off for six 

months. A subsequent disciplinary panel upheld 

the BHA decision that the rules had been broken 

on a technicality but found that “there has never 

been any suggestion that Gullible Gordon did not 

run on its merits or that there was foul play on  

anyone‟s part”.  

 

His punishment was reduced to a fine but 

Findlay‟s reputation was “blitzed”, even when de-

fended by AP McCoy and Clare Balding. “I don‟t 

want a badge of bloody honour but I was good for 

for racing. I also know gamblers have an integrity 

that some businessmen wouldn‟t know existed. Why 

did they do it? Was I too anti-establishment? Who 

knows?” 

 

Findlay has just published a book, Gambling For 

Life: Harry Findlay by Neil Harman and in an  

interview with The Guardian he spoke about his life 

back in 2010, and now. 

 

I am a gambler,” he says, as if the stark truth needs 

to be heard again. “If I had £1,000 left and there was 

a two dog race at the bottom of my road and I didn‟t 

know the form, but I could get almost evens on both 

dogs, I‟d put £500 on it. So I‟m a bloody gambler. 

That ain‟t changing.”    (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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HARRY FINDLAY (..cont) 

 
„Harry The Dog‟, who knows what it is like to lose a 

£2.5m bet, rallies fellow hustlers. “If there‟s a  

message I could give, it would be to all those who‟ve 

dedicated their lives to gambling and sport. Maybe 

they‟re thinking of family and reflecting: „Perhaps 

all this gambling wasn‟t such a good idea?‟” 

 

Then, the 55-year-old says: “Don‟t f*****g believe 

it. You‟ve done the right thing being a punter. 

You‟re a better person for it. We all know money 

can‟t buy happiness but gambling is about much 

more than just money.” 

 

Every day of Findlay‟s adult life, apart from the 

darkest times, he has watched sport and gambled on 

it for a living. He has met his sporting heroes – from 

Roger Federer to Martina Navratilova to Lester  

Piggott – and won more than £20m while gambling 

on games and races that enthralled him.  
 

“I‟m a Dostoevskyite and there is no choice. You do 

it all the way,” he says in reference to Fyodor  

Dostoevsky, the Russian novelist. Findlay‟s reckless 

streak came to a head in 2007 when he wagered 

£2.5m on New Zealand to win the Rugby World 

Cup. He booked a box at the Millennium Stadium in 

Cardiff to watch them romp home in a quarter-final. 

Findlay only felt a quiver when he realised France 

were the unpredictable opposition. 
 

At half-time, with New Zealand leading 13-3, 

Findlay called for more champagne. He loved the All 

Blacks and his huge gamble was driven by emotion – 

and a desire to lessen his stress by securing a wind-

fall that would look after wife Kay, himself and their 

daughters for years. “When you‟re 50 you have to 

become healthier.  I wanted to take the stress away.” 

 

Findlay could not curb a niggling worry that the mer-

curial French might drive him to the brink. Before 

the second half started he stepped outside for a 

smoke. “That gave me time to think I had better 

cover myself.” He placed another bet – which would 

have cost him only £18,000 if New Zealand won but 

reduced his loss amid a shock French victory from 

£2.5m to £1.9m. 
 

Findlay backed New Zealand again four years later 

– betting £230,000 [60% of his wealth at the time] 

to win £210,000.  “I had a drink with [the All 

Blacks coach] Steve Hansen three days later and he 

said: „We were f****d.‟ No one knew this but he 

told me that half the team had flu that day.” 

 

Gambling takes its toll but Findlay says that, until 

2013, “I‟d never been depressed. No matter how 

bad the lost fortunes. The way I live life, with my 

philosophy, there is no way money alone would 

depress me. But the combination of horse racing 

and the dog stuff was brutal. I felt like a mug.” 
 

Findlay was hurt by the Greyhound Racing  

Association. In 2013, back in the sport he adored, 

he tried to establish Coventry Stadium as the centre 

of greyhound racing. He spent £1.7m of his own 

money but believes the GRA never supported the 

venture. Findlay became seriously depressed. “ I‟d 

lost the family everything and put £1.7m down the 

drain.” 
 

Australia‟s National Rugby League, and Sam  

Burgess‟s South Sydney Rabbitohs, rescued 

Findlay in the British autumn of 2014. “When 

you‟re depressed and NRL is your favourite sport, 

it‟s amazing to watch it in the mornings.” 

 

Enthusiasm is surging because of Harry‟s latest 

sure thing. “I‟ve wagered £30,000 on Melbourne 

Storm winning the NRL. That would make me 

£43,500 which, apart from backing Mayweather 

against McGregor, is three times bigger than any 

bet I‟ve had the last year. The fact £30,000 feels 

like a million quid makes it more exciting.” 
 

The battered old gambler is still working. Harry 

the Dog, still hustling. - Donald McRae/The 

Guardian. 
 

Gambling For Life: Harry Findlay by Neil Har-

man is at www.guardianbookshop.com 

http://www.tellytrack.com/
http://www.guardianbookshop.com
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Bacher interviews Striker 
IF you missed Dr Ali Bacher‟s interview with SA‟s 

legendary jockey Piere Strydom, consult the grid 

below for additional flighting times. Dr Bacher 

(photo) seems to get more coverage than Larry 

King or Charlie Rose, so, for once, it‟s wonderful 

to have horseracing covered in one of his inter-

views on channels watched by viewers outside of 

racing. Behind it: Andrew Bon, Alistair Cohen, 

Jack Milner and Richard Parker. Well done all. -  tt. 

TRAINER Chris Waller is adamant that star mare 

Winx is ready to produce another blockbuster  

performance in Saturday's Group I George Main 

Stakes at Randwick. 

 

Winx has needed to call on all reserves to maintain 

her unbeaten streak in two runs this preparation after 

things haven't gone to plan. 

 

The six-year-old hopelessly missed the start by four-

lengths first-up in Warwick Stakes while last start in 

the Chelmsford Stakes Gerald Ryan's Red  

Excitement produced a career defining performance 

when pinching a six-length break into the straight, 

forcing Winx to unveil her blinding turn of foot to 

get the job done on both occasions. 

 

Winx stepped out for her final gallop under Hugh 

Bowman at Rosehill on Thursday morning ahead of 

Saturday's $500,000 Group I feature and Waller 

couldn't be more pleased. 

 

"We are happy with the way she has come through 

her races which is what a trainer is looking for 

mainly, and she has kept her winning sequence 

going which is important for all the racegoers and 

the public that are following her now," Waller said. 

"I am very happy with the way she has prepared 

going into Saturday's race. 

 

"It is very hard to quantify but with any horse the 

first signs we are looking at is their well-being af-

ter the race.  

 

“She's really well, she's certainly very bright and 

bouncing. I don't think her runs have been  

over-taxing.”  - Racenet/Tom Baddock. 

The unstoppable Winx aims at 20 straight wins 
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 IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

All shook up about horses... 

GAMBLERS will love the Harry Findlay book discussed in 

our headline article today. For lovers of Elvis Presley there 

is a first-ever book dedicated to Elvis’s (perhaps not  

commonly known) equestrian side. The authors share rare 

stories, interviews, and photographs that shed light on the 

beautiful, quiet life the “King” lived when he was with his 

horses. While humans came and went, horses were a  

constant in Elvis’s life. Elvis cherished any time he could 

retreat to his stables at Graceland or his barn at the Circle 

G ranch in Mississippi. He found peace and solace riding 

his horses and being close to Mother Nature.  It’s available 

on Amazon websites.  - tt. 

FROM Summerhill Stud: An Act Of War foal from 

Jordie.  The new stallion’s offspring are impressive! 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Exciting changes afoot as Smith takes over at CTS 

IN an exciting new development at Cape  

Thoroughbred Sales („CTS‟), Wehann Smith has 

been appointed CEO with immediate effect. Smith 

has extensive experience in a variety of insurance 

industries, and has been an active participant in the 

South African racing industry over the last number 

of years. 

 

Wehann founded Kuda Holdings („Kuda‟) in 2009 

– a highly successful insurance operation that 

swiftly grew into a prominent player within the 

South African bloodstock industry. After CTS‟  

recent acquisition of a stake in Kuda, the CTS 

Board believes that Smith is ideally placed to ex-

tract synergies between and provide leadership to 

Kuda and CTS. Kuda will remain a separate com-

pany, with Smith continuing at the helm as its CEO. 

 

“With CTS acquiring a significant stake in Kuda, 

an overarching focus is the streamlining of  

operations to the advantage of both businesses;  

resulting in increased benefits for clients. 

 

“Clients will not experience any disruption in their 

day-to-day dealings with either company, nor in the 

quality of service they have come to expect from 

two well-established and highly regarded market 

leaders,” says Smith. 

 

Adrian Todd will now step away from his role as 

MD of CTS to head up the import/export task team 

led by Chris van Niekerk. He has been pivotal in 

leading this constantly evolving auction company 

to a leading position. Todd, who has worked all 

around the racing world, will be harnessing his  

considerable international expertise to lobby for 

favourable shifts in the export protocols – a  

potential game changer for South Africa‟s  

commercial prospects. 

 

Reporting to Smith is experienced industry  

professional Kerry Jack, who joins the CTS team as 

Bloodstock Manager; augmenting organisational 

support during the CTS sale season. Her  

responsibilities include the management of vendor 

relationships, with the aim of optimising the calibre 

of horses entered onto the various CTS sales. Jack 

will also look after buyers, with a view to  

maximising sales attendance and participation. 

CTS values the close relationships forged with 

South Africa‟s premier stud farms. Taking heed of 

feedback from these producers and considering the 

best interests of the industry as a whole, is vital. To 

this end, Wehann Smith and Kerry Jack will be  

embarking on a national road-show during late  

September to promote the new 2018 Sales calendar, 

whilst fielding questions and suggestions to better 

understand the needs of vendors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regarding the recently released sales calendar, there 

will be two Select Sales in Cape Town, with the  

renowned CPYS staged in its extremely popular 

January slot. Next up in Cape Town, will be an auc-

tion for later developing horses in April, taking 

place over three days. An opening Premier Session 

of Select horses will be followed on Day Two by a 

quality selection similar to the traditional March 

Book 2 yearling draft. All horses consigned here 

will be eligible for the CTS Millions incentive,  

excluding Day 3‟s value hunter‟s auction. 

 

The presence of International buyers at these events 

always boosts receipts and CTS have a firm  

commitment that big names in the global racing 

game will be attending in April, just as they do at 

the acclaimed, record-busting Cape Premier  

Yearling Sales in January. 

 

In a further exciting development, the board and 

shareholders of CTS instructed management to start 

a longer term project with sustainability in mind, to 

secure a permanent venue for hosting Cape based 

thoroughbred sales to international standards. 

 

Please feel welcome to direct any queries to either 

wehann@cthbs.com or kerry@cthbs.com.  -CTS. 

Wehann Smith, new boss at CTS. 


