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IVAN van Wyk (middle) and Koos de Klerk with Putchini. (Candiese Marnewick). 

Ivan van Wyk: From groom to licensed trainer 

NIKLAAS “Ivan” van Wyk saddled his first 

|winner as a licensed trainer when Ashley de 

Klerk‟s six-year-old gelding Putchini won a MR68 

Handicap over 1200m at Scottsville on Sunday in 

the capable hands of Billy Jacobson. 

 

More than 11 years ago Van Wyk (51), who grew 

up loving horses, found himself a job as a groom 

with veteran trainer Chris Erasmus at  

Turrffontein. He handled top filly Ice Lily and  

handicappers Bo West and Shakeitupbaby and 

says: “I learnt most of what I know from Mr  

Erasmus, who still advises me today and is only a 

phone call away.” 

 

Van Wyk, who‟d worked himself up to the rank of 

assistant trainer, moved from Johannesburg to  

Durban in 2011 when Erasmus was put in charge 

of a string owned by Koos and Lorraine de Klerk 

of Yellow Star Stud.  With a further six years  

under his belt, Van Wyk was ready to take over 

when Erasmus departed recently. 

 

Van Wyk commented:  “I am thankful and privi-

leged to have this opportunity. I‟ve had support 

from the De Klerk family, fellow trainers and the 

stipes. I am keen to have more winners and things 

are improving. I‟ve had a frustrating time with 

places, but having the first winner under the belt 

changes everything, it brings confidence.” 

 

Yellow Star Stud was formerly occupied by trainer 

Craig Ramsey, who immigrated to Australia in the 

mid 2000s. “We have excellent tracks here, a sand 

track of about 1400m with an 800m run-in, and two 

grass tracks, one has an uphill,” Van Wyk noted. 

 

Putchini is probably the best older horse in the  

stable, but Van Wyk has a few two-year-olds that 

will run in due course. “We have three nice  

youngsters by Kildonan, they should come to hand 

soon and will race as two-year-olds,” he said.. 

 

Van Wyk only see his Cape Town family a few 

times a year, but they are in full support of a man 

who has given heart and soul to the game and is 

now in a position to go from strength to strength. -  

tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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Paul Lafferty and co will hit the Mother City 

WHEN we opened the Turf Talk Twitter account this  

morning, Paul Lafferty loomed into prominence, announcing 

“Laff is here!” 

 

“The Lafferty brains trust hard at work preparing for a trip to 

Cape Town with 16 horses,” read the tweet and Lafferty  

confirmed that the stable will be raiding Cape Town this sum-

mer like they‟ve done successfully a few times before. 

 

Laff introduced the Brains Trust as per photo above: “Behind 

me is stable manager and accountant Dereck Ramsay, the 

would-be Welshman. He actually lives in Wales, now he is 

here! Behind us, in the background, is Roy Waugh, my  

long-time assistant trainer, with a young fan.” 

 

We didn‟t recognize Roy, who seems to be shape-shifting, 

David Icke-style, these days.  

One has to do these things to keep pace 

with modern trends, though Roy has gone 

retro instead of hipster. “Roy‟s nickname 

is Jack Lemmon, he‟s a ringer for the  

famous late American actor. Everyone 

calls him Jack now, "said Lafferty 

 

Lemmon will be travelling to the Cape to 

accompany the string, which includes the 

likes of Sniper Shot, Touch Of Magic, 

Dark Moon Rising and Dress For  

Success. Judpot‟s promising son Sniper 

Shot is the main arrow in the bow, he will 

be aimed at the Cape Guineas, and 

Lafferty said: “It‟s a nice mixed bag of 

horses and they will include some unraced 

youngsters we bought in Australia.” 

Roy Waugh, or Jack Lemmon? 
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HOW TO SPOT POOR TIPSTERS 

Don‟t let spin doctors take you for a ride! 

1. Tipsters who exclaim „Boom!‟ on social media 

when they have a winner. (May they explode!) 
 
2. Tipsters who don‟t have a proper registered  

website or address for transparency. After all, if 

they don‟t have the time and wherewithal to setup a 

website these days – how serious can they really 

be? 

 
3. Tipsters with a short history of past bets. You 

need many hundreds, if not thousands of past 

bets to see if a tipster has a long-term edge. Oth-

erwise they might have just got lucky! 

 
4. Tipsters who don‟t proof their advice to a 

trusted third party who can verify them as a  

genuine expert. Also ensures losers can‟t be  

conveniently deleted. 

 

5. Tipsters that don‟t put up their full history of 

results for you to view (not just the winners!). 

 

6. Tipsters that claim to have inside information. 

Many members of the public think racing is fixed 

and so some rogue tipsters try to play on that idea 

by claiming to have inside information. This infor-

mation is almost always totally bogus and you 

are being taken for a ride. 

  

7. Tipsters with no concept of value. Value almost 

never lies with odds-on shots. They put up the 

most likely winner of the race (even if a 1/4  

favourite) and never discuss odds. 

  

8. Tipsters who give no reasoning behind their bets 

(system based tipsters can be excused here) but 

surely you want to know why a tipster fancies a 

bet before you place it? 

  

9. Tipsters who post doctored images of winning bet 

slips from unproofed bets. It‟s very easy these days 

to make up „winning bet‟ slips, so look carefully if 

you see them. You can‟t take them at face value 

as proof of success. 

  

10. Tipsters who provide no advice or guidance on 

betting bank management and a staking plan to  

follow. There has to be some sort of guide. If they 

are making up this as they go – chances are they 

are doing the same with their tips. 

- from secretbettingclub.com.  

RACING tipsters come and go, and often they catch unsuspecting new members of the public for a 

ride. It‟s almost never intentional, here in South Africa we also have several pea-brains who believe 

they can tip winners but fold under pressure quickly when the heat is on. (Many are the “boomers” 

on Twitter and Facebook as in Point 1.  Here‟s how to  spot the bad ones. 
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Frankel  colt Straight Shooter has matured during his break and is back in action this weekend. 

Jooste‟s overseas runners worth watching  
SA‟s top owner Markus Jooste  - on his own or 

with partners -  will have four international runners 

this week and his racing manager Derek Brugman 

of Mayfair Speculators is expecting good runs 

from all of them. 

 

Punters who enjoy a wager on races in the UK and 

France should take note of the venues as betting is 

likely to be available and perhaps there is a rand or 

two to be made! 

 

Pat Cosgrave rides Humble Hero for William  

Haggas in a Handicap over 2400m at Newcastle at 

19:45 SA time, this evening.  Owned in partner-

ship with Susan Magnier, Michael Tabor and Der-

rick Smith, this Irish-bred is bound to go close in a 

small field and Brugman said: “Willy Haggas sent 

us a message, he is expecting a good run.” 

 

The same partnership owns Londres (USA), a colt  

by Sea The Stars trained by Andre Fabre, and set 

to contest the Listed Prix Turenne over 2400m at 

Saint-Cloud on Wednesday.  “He won his debut 

and looks smart,” said Brugman. 

 

Frankel‟s big-striding son Straight Shooter has 

been entered for two Gr3 races at Maisons-Laffite 

on Saturday and Brugman told: “I went to see him 

after the Deauville sale recently. He won an ap-

prentice trial race by 10 lengths – not an official 

race – and then won his Maiden by seven lengths. 

“He was a late foal and needed to mature, so we put 

him away and he missed the three-year-old classics, 

but he is a horse with a future. He has matured and 

strengthened. 

 

“The Gr3 races are both over 2000m, one is a weight-

for-age and the other a handicap. They declare on 

Thursdays, so we have a bit of time to figure out 

which one will be most suitable, but he is well and 

Mr Fabre rates him, so we‟re looking forward to the 

run.” 

 

Douglas Macarthur needed his last run when fourth to 

Cracksman in the Gr23 Voltigeur Stakes at York and 

he‟s expected to strip a fit horse in Saturday‟s Gr1 St 

Leger over 2920m at Doncaster. “I think this kind of 

trip will be right up his alley and we‟ll be looking for 

a good run,” Brugman said. -  tt. 
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 IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

Tapit, tops at Keeneland 
 

CHAMPION Sire Tapit, whose son Coup De Grace is 

standing his second season at Klawervlei this year, domi-

nated proceedings on the first day of the re-formatted 

Keeneland September Yearling Sale yesterday. 

 

The marathon sale commenced yesterday with a Book 1 

session, with Monday‟s opening day of trading consisting 

o f  1 6 7  h u g e l y  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o s p e c t s . 

Three times champion sire Tapit proved the star turn in the 

Book 1 session, with his 11 yearlings to sell grossing $12, 

825,000 and making the sire the leading sire by aggre-

gate on Monday. Tapit, whose yearlings averaged an im-

pressive $1,165, 909 yesterday, dominated the top end of 

yesterday‟s sale, and he was responsible all three yearlings 

to have sold for upwards of $2 million. 

Top priced paid for a Tapit yearling on Monday was the 

$2.7 million splashed out by M.V. Magnier to acquire a 

full-sister to G1 Gold Cup at Santa Anita winner Cupid. 

The latter is one of 23 G1 winners for Tapit this year, with 

the sire having recently reached the landmark of having 

100 stakes winners to his name. Mandy Pope also went to 

$2.6 million to buy a Tapit colt out of the G1 placed Miss 

Besilu, herself a Medaglia D‟Oro half-sister to Horse Of 

The Year and multiple G1 winner Saint Liam. 

 

The Keeneland September Yearling Sale continues un-

til September 23rd. 

 

Tapit‟s son Coup De Grace, whose first foals have arrived 

to rave reviews, was a top-class athlete who was victorious 

in both the G2 Amsterdam Stakes and G3 Bay Shore 

Stakes, with the half-brother to G1 winning 2yo Dancing 

Rags also finishing third in the G1 Alciabiades Stakes. - tt. 

Coup De Grace, Klawervlei. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.kuda.co.za/

