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A group of "book women" on horseback in Hindman, Kentucky, 1940  

The women who rode miles on horseback 

to deliver library books 

THEY were known as the “book women.” They 

would saddle up, usually at dawn, to pick their way 

along snowy hillsides and through muddy creeks 

with a simple goal: to deliver reading material to 

Kentucky’s isolated mountain communities. 

 

The Pack Horse Library initiative was part of  

President Franklin Roosevelt’s Works Progress  

Administration (WPA), created to help lift America 

out of the Great Depression, during which, by 1933,  

unemployment had risen to 40 percent in  

Appalachia. Roving horseback libraries weren’t 

entirely new to Kentucky, but this initiative was an 

opportunity to boost both employment and literacy 

at the same time. 

The WPA paid the salaries of the book carriers -

almost all the employees were women, making the 

initiative unusual among WPA programs—but very 

little else. Counties had to have their own base  

libraries from which the mounted librarians would 

travel. Local schools helped cover those costs, and 

the reading materials—books, magazines, and  

newspapers—were all donated. 

 

In December 1940, a notice in the Mountain Eagle 

newspaper noted that the Letcher County library 

“needs donations of books and magazines regardless 

of how old or worn they may be.” 

 

Old magazines and newspapers were cut (to p2) 
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THE BOOK WOMEN (...cont) 
 

and pasted into scrapbooks with particular 

themes—recipes, for example, or crafts. One 

such scrapbook, which still is held today at the 

FDR Presidential Library & Museum in Hyde 

Park, New York, contains recipes pasted into a 

notebook with the following introduction: 

“Cook books are popular. Anything to do with 

canning or preserving is welcomed.” 

 

Books were repaired in the libraries and, as 

historian Donald C. Boyd notes, old Christmas 

cards were circulated to use as bookmarks and 

prevent damage from dog-eared pages. 

 

The book women rode 100 to 120 miles a 

week, on their own horses or mules, along 

designated routes, regardless of the weather. If 

the destination was too remote even for 

horses, they dismounted and went on foot. In 

most cases, they were recruited locally—

according to Boyd, “a familiar face to other-

wise distrustful mountain folk.” 

 

By the end of 1938, there were 274 librarians 

riding out across 29 counties. In total, the pro-

gram employed nearly 1,000 riding librarians. 

Funding ended in 1943, the same year the 

WPA was dissolved as unemployment  

plummeted during wartime. It wasn’t until the 

following decade that mobile book services in 

the area resumed, in the form of the  

bookmobile, which had been steadily increas-

ing in popularity across the country. 

 

In addition to providing reading materials, the 

book women served as touchstones for these 

communities. They tried to fill book requests, 

sometimes stopped to read to those who  

couldn’t, and helped nurture local pride. As 

one recipient said, “Them books you brought 

us has saved our lives.” 

 

In the same year as the call for books, the 

Mountain Eagle exalted the Letcher County 

library: “The library belong to our community 

and to our county, and is here to serve us … It 

is our duty to visit the library and to help in 

every way that we can, that we may keep it as 

an active factor in our community.” - Article 

and pics from atlasobscure.com 

BOOK delivery in 1940s Kentucky wasn’t easy, but it 

sure became popular! 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Schwartz is back after knee injury 
 

THROUGH perseverance and hard work, apprentice jockey Dennis 

Schwarz is back in the saddle after being sidelined by a serious 

knee injury and won at Scottsville yesterday. 

 

Horse racing is a fickle mistress and injury, be it horse or jockey, 

can suddenly be career ending. But perseverance often pays divi-

dends and although apprentice Dennis Schwarz will have had out-

standing support and re-hab from the South African Jockey Acad-

emy, it is often easier for a young lad to throw in the towel after a 

career-threatening injury. 

 

Schwarz lost his 4kg claim quickly once trainers cottoned on to his 

potential and he was on a roll towards the end of last season. But a 

serious knee injury saw him side-lined for close on six months. 

 

It has taken some time for Schwarz to get back to riding fitness and 

trainers to pick up on the fact that he was one of the more promis-

ing youngsters but he gave notice that he is back with a double at 

Scottsville yesterday, boosting his seasonal tally to four. -  Andrew 

Harrison/Gold Circle. 

Dennis Schwarz. 

NEW RACECOURSE ON THE WAY? 

FEASIBILITY STUDY: RACE COURSE ESTABLISHMENT 

NORTH WEST PROVINCE SOUTH AFRICA 
 
This study is conducted by North West Horseracing Research Company 

(Pty) Ltd in conjunction with Agridelight (Pty) Ltd. 

 

The information provided will be utilized as part of a feasibility study 

looking into the introduction of the sport of horseracing into the North 

West Province.  Go here:   www.nwresearchcompany.com/survey  

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.salesring.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.proboost.co.za/
http://www.nwresearchcompany.com/survey
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Edcon’s Fowler joins 

Phumelela as Retail Exec 
 

FOR Phumelela’s new National Retail Executive 

Nathan Fowler, it’s all about energy and passion. 

 

Originally from Cape Town, Nathan relocated to 

Gauteng a number of years back and thrives on 

energy and pace of Gauteng. “I feed off the  

energy,” he says. 

 

Before joining Phumelela he was with Edcon  

Retail, with Edgars he managed large teams of 

people and managed clothing, footwear and  

apparel premium brands. In Jet, a mass market  

apparel retailer, among his duties was to grow the 

business in non-urban areas. In his last assignment 

for the group he looked after Edgars Active and 

Legit stores nationally.  

 

“This experience will benefit me in my new and 

exciting role at Phumelela. I enjoy retail because of 

its people cohesiveness and the ability to drive 

sales, motivate teams and deliver profits,” says 

Nathan… Retail is a “people business” first and 

then we sell products.  

 

What has struck him since he arrived at Phumelela, 

and the Betting Division in particular, is the com-

mon passion everybody has for racing. “It’s a  

passion that has legacy, history and the direct  

involvement of everyone who shares that passion. 

I’ve never experienced a common energy and  

passion that people can feed off at one time, it’s a 

unique dimension we need to leverage”. 

 

Nathan is spending his time at the moment  

understanding the business and then using the  

current theme to build a retail position where our  

customers become our biggest fans when they start 

experiencing improved experiences in our outlets.  

 

We want the customers to start seeing and talking 

about their exciting experiences in our branches. 

When they start talking and telling others, we have 

achieved our goal. Our staff are going to be  

integral in making this happen.  - TAB News. 

 
COME FLIP US A BIRD ON TWITTER! 

@turftalk1 

Nathan Fowler: “The customer comes first!” 

THURSDAY CARTOON 

Illustration by JL Werner and Nesfitt (Equimed) 

http://www.wsb.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Jim Mullen of Ladbrokes: “We must use this period of goodwill!” 

RELATIONSHIPS between the betting industry 

and British racing are the "best I've seen", said 

Ladbrokes Coral chief executive Jim Mullen. 

 

Mullen was speaking as the company unveiled 

their financial results on Thursday for the first half 

of the year. 

 

Group operating profit rose seven per cent to 

£158.3 million compared to the same period last 

year. That was driven by their digital perform-

ance, with net revenue rising 17 per cent to 

£374.5m, but retail net revenue of £697.2m was 

£41.3m or six per cent behind last year, with  

over-the-counter stakes down ten per cent. 

 

A media rights stand-off between the company 

and new betting shop channel The Racing  

Partnership (TRP) meant Ladbrokes Coral were 

unable to show racing from a number of tracks in 

betting shops for much of this year. 

 

However, a deal was completed in July that Mullen 

said boded well for the future, although he told  

analysts racing's profitability had fallen while the  

direct costs of showing the sport in betting shops had 

risen by 70 per cent since 2008. 

 

He said of the relationship with racing: "I think in my 

time as chief executive, and the last seven or eight 

years as a senior executive in the sector, this is the 

best I've seen it.  There isn't really a major blocker 

that is stopping us going in the same direction. I think 

the key thing now is using this period of goodwill to 

build some momentum for both bookmakers and  

racing. 

 

"There are a couple of conversations going on. We're 

in a fairly decent place. We're encouraged by it." - 

Racing Post. 

UK Betting operators, racing industry heading in same direction 

https://tellytrack.com/
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Former Melbourne Cup 

winner is a “teacher” 
 

DELTA Blues, who became Japan’s first  

winner in the Melbourne Cup in 2006, is now a 

renowned showjumper. Known around the 

barn as The Master, his job is as a teacher. 

 

“Popular Japanese racehorses get many fans 

when they are racing, often to idol status,” said 

Akiko Yonemoto of Northern Farm, who also 

manages Northern Horse Park. “NHP provides 

lifetime care for these equine idols, and many 

visitors come to see their favourite horse each 

year.” 

 

“Delta Blues can be naughty, but he is very 

smart,” said Yonemoto. “We have a show  

programme, called the Riding Show, in the 

summertime. Visitors can see famous  

ex-racehorses performing jumps up close. 

Many fans come to watch him and the others. 

 

“He seems to really enjoy being watched by 

the crowd. When there is a bigger crowd, he 

enjoys it more, but when it rains and there is no 

crowd, he doesn’t want to do it.”  - TRC. 

DELTA Blues, a master in his barn. 

Mutakatiff: All in the family 
 

LAST weekend’s Chester winner Mutakatiff is a half-

brother to Wilgerbosdrift’s top class racemare Europa 

Point. Trained by Charlie Hills and ridden to victory by 

Dane O’Neill, Mutakatif was sent off a prohibitive 13-8 

favourite for a novice stakes over 1400m and duly 

obliged by a neck. 

 

Mutakatif, who has now won or placed in all four out-

ings, had smart earlier form, having run impressive  

subsequent G2 Vintage Stakes winner Expert Eye to a 

length and a half when second at Newbury. 

 

A son of Acclamation, Mutakatif is a full-brother to the 

undefeated G2 Richmond Stakes winner and sire Harbour 

Watch, who was responsible for last season’s smart local 

2yo Trojan Harbour, winner of the Listed Gatecrasher 

Stakes. His half-sister Europa Point (by Rock Of  

Gibraltar) was one of the best fillies of her generation 

with the talented racemare winning nine of just 13  

outings including both the G1 Champions Challenge and 

G1 Empress Club Stakes. 

 

This is the same family as Mauritzfontein’s late, great 

champion sire Fort Wood as well as such G1 winners as 

Intello, Mondialiste, Dubai Millennium and this season’s 

top class miler Ribchester. - Wilgerbosdrift. 

Europa Point. 


