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Sunset at beautiful Moutonshoek Stud, Piketberg. 

Moutonshoek Stud: The dogs never 

bark and you see plenty of stars 
TURF Talk’s CHARL PRETORIUS stayed on at Moutonshoek Stud after Sunday’s Stallion Day at 

Wilgerbosdrift to explore the Piketberg farm and to get acquainted with its new, imported stallions. 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Chris Gerber and Dr Bennie van der Merwe‟s  

Moutonshoek Stud is a neighbour to Mary Slack‟s 

Wilgerbosdrift Stud.  A 10km farm road roughly 

40km outside of Piketberg, Western Cape, connects 

their establishments. On Sunday night, after  

Stallion Day, a party of about 20 visitors moved 

across from Wilgerbos to Gerber‟s home at Mou-

tonshoek for late-night refreshments and, for the 

non-stop eaters among us, a second lavish dinner. 

 

Gerber is not one to “wait for the next bus”.  He is 

determined to develop Moutonshoek into a major 

force in the SA industry and what he and Van der 

Merwe have achieved in just a few years is  

reminiscent of the fluent operation Markus Jooste 

and John Koster created at Klawervlei Stud a  

decade ago and built into what is today the  

Champion Breeding Operation of South Africa. 

Moutonshoek Manor was designed to enjoy the 

wide, exquisite surroundings of the 950 hectare farm 

with its paddocks and barns and Gerber, who has 

started a collection of beautiful old racing artefacts 

and memorabilia in his reception rooms and lounge, 

wastes not a minute when he is here. His feet are up, 

he has a whisky in his hand and Bruce Springsteen 

playing on the sound system. He is loving every 

moment of his success. 

 

Freddie Mercury would have been 71 years old  

yesterday and as I write this I am reminded what he 

once said when asked where he‟d be in 20 years. 

“Twenty years, why I‟d be dead darling!” answered 

the man who lived every moment like it was his last. 

 

I get the feeling Chris Gerber falls in the same  

category of individual. He has no time to waste, he 

wants to be at the top and he is enjoying every  

second of his journey.   (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.salesring.co.za/


2 

 

MOUTONSHOEK (...cont) 
 

It is already fairly late when I start asking him 

about the principles of success. Even the greatest 

cynics deeply admire the things an ordinary man 

can do, but as I start prodding Chris in order to get 

under his skin, Dr Bennie rings the bell. The last 

taxi is leaving with passengers destined for  

the arranged sleeping quarters further up the road. 

 

Mike de Kock, JJ van der Linden and some of the 

other elderly gents are starting to wobble and it‟s 

time to hit the sack. Doc Bennie is booking us into 

different rooms. Mike, JJ, Mathew de Kock,  

Callan Murray and Johnny Geroudis are in the 

Van der Merwes‟ big farmhouse and I‟m in a  

flatlet next to the yearling stables. 

 

Moutonshoek Racing Manager Colin Gordon  

remarked on Monday: “I see you weren‟t done 

with Chris yet?”  Sharp oke, Colin. 

 

MONDAY 

 

Bennie has asked that I clock into the farmhouse 

for coffee at 6am sharp, when his day starts, so I 

can take in some of the early proceedings and visit 

the stallions. 

 

The kitchen light is on when I get to the gate and I 

fiddle with a loose gate chain but fail to open it.  

Aside from the kitchen light it is pitch dark and 

quiet. Faint snoring is coming from a room. I can 

see the outline of the massive mountain range 

around the farm and plenty, plenty of bright stars. 

 

Next, three big dogs loom up out from the dark 

and run up to the gate. They‟re close, I notice 

they‟re not barking but my hand is entangled in 

the chain and it‟s too late. I am prepared to part 

with a finger or two, hopefully by then Bennie 

will be out with his promised coffee. 

 

They’re Swedish breeds, Pointers, a kind of 

cross between Dalmatians and maybe  

Boerboels, scary in the dark.  They jump 

up to greet me, all friendly and licking. No 

barks at all. 
 

Bennie and wife Jacqui lived in Johannesburg 25 

years ago, but they can‟t fully grasp my big  

surprise at not being attacked by their Pointers. If 

this was any suburban street back home and I‟d  

fiddled with someone‟s gate, I‟d be missing a 

hand today and the dogs would have barked up the  

entire ‟hood! 

Dr Bennie van der Merwe wit The United States. 

“They don‟t understand fear or anger and they don‟t 

feel threatened,” Bennie offers. “We have no crime 

here. The staff live on the farm and as you can see we 

are almost isolated, there is one road in and out. There 

are easier targets for criminals.” 

 

Over coffee and rusks, with the sun rising over the 

Piketberg Mountain Range that almost entirely  

surrounds the valley in which nestles Moutonshoek 

and Wilgerbosdrift, Jacqui tells that there are  

individual troops of baboons on each of the four 

mountain heads. Each protects their territory, but there 

is only one troop giving some trouble. They are up on 

the fruit-bearing side of the mountain where they  

discovered grapes and other sweet things, so some of 

the farmers up there need some extra control. 

 

Right then I experience a vision which soon becomes 

a fantasy and gives me a pure thrill. I imagine Bra 

Jake and his own troops trekking up the other side of 

the Mountain Range in search of Afrikaners and  

middle-aged white men.  At the top, near the four  

baboon camps, they are confronted by viciously  

aggressive Drills, and Mandrills, who maul them to 

death, steal their food and hang their money bags in 

the trees.  The baboons bring one fat, smirking head 

down on a stick to trade for wine and bananas. 
 

At 7am the snorers, led by Mike de Kock, are up and 

getting ready to leave for Cape Town. Johnny G  

complains that his normally peaceful sleep was rudely 

interrupted by what sounded like a scene from the 

Texas Chainsaw Massacre. 

 

Sensing that I most definitely fall into the snorer‟s 

category myself (we‟re easily recognisable – fat 

cheeks, puffy jowels and tyres around the waist),  

Jacqui recommends I walk, not drive,  (to page 5) 
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MOUTONSHOEK (...cont) 

 
to the new stallion barns...  just over there, she says, 

and... “some exercise will do you good..” 

 

At the large, functional barns Bennie and his 

grooms are attending to The United States and  

Admiral Kitten, the beautifully bred new arrivals to 

their stallion ranks, membered too by Mambo In 

Seattle and Marchfield. 

 

“We are privileged to have at Moutonshoek now 

sons of Kingmambo, AP Indy, Kitten‟s Joy and 

Galileo. And we‟re all privileged to live in the 

beautiful place!” enthuses Bennie. 

 

The United States is a friendly chap, a beautiful 

chestnut by Galileo.  He settled well into his new 

home and Bennie tells: “He was all quiet and  

reserved on his the first day here. Then we gave 

him two test runs with mares. He got it right the 

third time, he hit the spot and since then he‟s  

attitude has changed. Look at him!” 

 

The United States is taken to a long paddock that 

extends down to the middle of the valley to stretch 

his legs. There is a paddock full of mares running 

parallel to it, and the Galileo man is shaking his 

head wildly, neighing incessantly and snorting in 

between.  He‟s running up and down the stretch of 

paddock and the mares on the other side are flirting 

with him. 

 

At one stage it appears as if The United States is 

planning to launch himself over the paddock 

fence to settle things with the mares, but Bennie 

reckons he won’t.  It’s all a tease for now.  

Tomorrow (Tuesday) he has a date with  

Heversham Park’s big grey mare,  

Pinkyandthebrain. He’ll have a workmanlike 

experience, she’s strong and robust. 

 

Admiral Kitten is an interesting horse. He is smaller 

than The United States, compact, balanced and  

athletic, and despite only being on the farm for two 

days, he‟s made his mark.  He has a beautiful, calm 

eye, but like most stallions he doesn‟t like being 

fiddled with, patted on the nose or pinched on the 

cheek. He aims a bite and me and I surrender 

wisely. 

 

Again, Bennie has a story. “Admiral Kitten arrived 

having lost some weight, he got a bit ill on the 

flight here and we‟re glad he‟s finally home. He‟s 

fine now and when he‟s picked up the weight again 

you‟ll see a different horse. But let me tell you, yes-

terday we gave him his first mare. His groom, 

„Joburg‟ took him along. Admiral Kitten checked  

the mare out from a distance, turned his head, 

walked closer and had a second look. Then he gave 

her the signal, moved steadily forward and mounted 

her like an old pro! 

 

„Joburg‟ is my top groom, he comes from the  

Mountain Kingdom, Lesotho, where the very best 

horsemen are produced. Afrikaans is probably his 

third or fourth language, but as he and Admiral  

Kitten walked by on their way back to the barn, he 

pulled his mouth on the one side, leaned over to me 

as if to reveal a secret and said, “Hy ken sy storie 

(he knows his business)!” 

 

Out of his barn and on the way to his own paddock 

for a pipe-opening stroll, Admiral Kitten is not quite 

as exuberant as The United States. He walks  

purposefully with a steady head and with what looks 

like a fifth leg appearing under his tummy -  a clear 

indication that he is not just here for the fabulous 

surroundings. 

 

At Moutonshoek, the proprietors and staff are  

serious about success and they certainly all know 

their business. It‟s a place that intrigues and charms 

with beauty, peace, hospitality and some  

magnificent horseflesh.  I left knowing that my 

work here is not yet done. Half a day is not enough. 

There is much more to learn and report. -  tt. 

Admiral Kitten, a no-fuss, business-like stallion. 

http://www.proboost.co.za/
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RACING fans, including overseas visitors, travel from far and wide, to see a "One Day a Year" event on the 

beach at Laytown, Ireland. Their annual meeting was held yesterday. Laytown Races occupies a unique 

position on the Irish and English Racing Calendar as it is the only race event staged on the beach under the 

rules of the Turf Club. Racing takes place on the Laytown Strand on the straight near level course over 

1000m and 1200m. Prominent trainers Ger Lyons and Jamie Osborne both saddled winners at yesterday’s 

6-race meeting at which a €2,700 Pick  6 pool was carried over and the Jackpot paid  €875. Photo by Mary 

Ellet.  - tt. 

Watch out, we’re the New Generation and 

we’re coming in hot! 
YOUNG racehorse owner and entrepreneur KATHRYN RALPHS is brimming with enthusiasm 

about the future of South African horseracing in which a new, emerging flock of young racing fans 

are keen to lead the way forward. Admittedly, they need direction from the “Old Guard”. She 

shares her sentiments. 

Kathryn Ralphs (left) with trainer 

Candice Dawson. 

Turf Talk made a very interesting observation when Charl  

Pretorius wrote about the “new guard” of racing that were thrust 

into a social setting with the big wigs of the industry at Mary 

Slack‟s Stud Farm Stallion Day. (-Hot Horses and Positive Guests, 

TT Newsletter, 5/9/2017). 

 

Yes, there is a new generation that is entering the horse racing  

industry, and we‟re coming in hot. The look on the faces of the 

veterans of the industry made one thing pretty obvious: They know 

what‟s coming, and it‟s going to be a very interesting journey. I‟m 

sure most of them are thinking, “You poor, hopeful, obnoxious 

know-it-all‟s, the world is about to f**k you up!” 

 

The truth is, we are so eager to learn from the seniors that we  

absorb everything that they say, we watch everything they do. 

Horseracing‟s idol, Mike de Kock, was like a magnet at the 

Wilgerbosdrift party. Of course we were all courteous enough to 

leave him alone for the first half of the day. We let him eat his 

lunch and talk to his friends before flocking around him. (to p7) 
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 IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

NEW GENERATION (… cont) 

 
The cue to make our migration to Mike‟s table was when 

Mike waved his son over and Mat jokingly said to Callan 

Murray (De Kock‟s number 1 choice jockey): “Come on 

boy, we‟d better go over to where our bread is buttered.” 

We all chuckled and moved over to the one of two tables 

left in the final hours of the hot afternoon. 

 

To me, Mike de Kock had always had a bit of an  

intimidating air about him, (kind of like my dad when he 

reprimands me) but when you see Mike relaxed, in good 

company, and not on the job, he‟s an unplayable hoot. 

He‟s actually a laugh a minute. He had us all in stitches. 

 

Although there is quite a lot of networking and socialising 

in racing, a function where no one is working is quite un-

usual. As an owner, I haven't been in many settings with 

the industry leaders where they weren't working.  This was 

just fun, no pressure, no results, no competition. 
 

There were hugely influential youngsters at this event. 

Ross Kieswetter sat comfortably next to Mr Taberer. Matt 

de Kock, Callan Murray and his agent - Christopher  

Santos, were teasing Craig Zackey. 

 

Cape Jockeys and best friends, Bernard Fay‟d-Herbe and 

MJ Byleveld were in attendance. Looking at the young 

gun jockeys and nostalgically watching what they used to 

be like in their early 20‟s. (I was there, they were just as 

naughty as this bunch, if not naughtier.) Bernard was 

quoted by Charl Pretorius, saying; “I wish I was that 

young.” 

 

I can proudly say that the Joburgers closed the Cape Town 

party. Something about Cape Town makes Joburgers mis-

behave. It was all in good spirits and was good fun. A 

massive congratulations goes out to Mary Slack‟s team, 

especially Amanda Carey, and it should be specifically 

noted we have a lot of appreciation for Mrs Slack‟s  

decision to include some of the youngsters in the racing 

community at her event. 
 

So, how do we bridge this gap between “Racing”s Old 

Guard‟‟ and the “new, emerging one”? 

 

Its no secret that we need each other. The Old Guard of 

Racing has to educate us on how to keep the industry  

going. The talent is there, the likes of Adam Azzie, Matt 

de Kock, Timi Woodruff, Chez van Zyl, Candice Dawson, 

Tony Peter, Gabi Soma, Ryan Azzie. They are all  

performing, and that is just the Joburg side of things. 

 

The primarily Jhb-based jockeys Callan Murray, (to p8) 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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NEW GENERATION (...cont) 
 

Lyle Hewitson, Ryan Munger, Matthew Thackeray, 

Wes Mawing, Craig Zackey, to name a few, have so 

much respect for the industry. Beyond being  

passionate, willing and talented, they genuinely want 

the industry to grow enough for them to have long  

lasting careers. 

 

Young owners, managers, and breeders such as myself, 

Jessica Slack, Erich van Niekerk, and Green Street 

Bloodstock also rely on the growth of this industry to 

create our own  legacies. 

 

Gentle guidance, suggestions and shared  

experiences would be well received, and would 

lend for a smooth transition from one industry 

leader to the next. 
 

In the current state of affairs within this industry the 

“punter‟s importance in the community” is sorely over-

looked. This is one aspect or issue that I think could be 

rectified with the support of the up and coming (if not 

already, just arrived) generation of influential  

youngsters. 

 

Social Media. It‟s a topic in itself. It has tons of  

advantages and of course disadvantages. It‟s a  

dangerous thing to have, and I can understand fully 

why the older generation can‟t adjust to being in the 

public eye as much as the youngsters. Beyond just a 

simple Facebook wall and post or tweet on twitter, you 

can now “Go Live” and capture live coverage of  

anything you like, that anyone in the world can watch. 

 

Whether it‟s advantageous or not, it‟s here, so we have 

to embrace it, cautiously. This post serves as a request 

for advice, for guidance and for suggestions, any and 

all. 

 

We want to learn. -  tt 

A READER NOTES... 

YOUR Stallion Day review was a good read 

thanks. Just one correction though, we don't 

have the J&B anymore with 2016 having been 

their last Met. (Ref African Night Sky is a “J&B 

Met contender”, 5/9/2017) 

 

January 2017 started with the new sponsor Sun 

International and the French champagne G H 

Mumm, so it's the Sun International  

Metropolitan 'celebrated with G H Mumm' 

now...;) 

 

Regards, 

Donna Bernhardi 

Cape Town 

-An oversight Donna, and apologies to Sun 

Met, GH Mumm and Kenilworth. – ed. 

https://tellytrack.com/

