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Flower Alley, a big bull of a stallion. (Wayne Marks) 

A Stallion Day with hot 

horses and positive guests 

MARY Slack’s Wilgerbosdrift Stud near Piketberg, 

Western Cape, on Sunday hosted a Stallion Day at the 

farm to introduce its resident stallions Flower Alley and 

Soft Falling Rain, as well as Highlands/Ridgemont’s 

Rafeef and The United States from the neighbouring  

Moutonshoek Stud. 

 

KwaZulu-Natal’s Summerhill Stud has presented stallion 

days for many years and has it down to a tee; Slack and 

her team can be extremely proud of getting things  

absolutely spot-on too, on their third stallion day, and on 

what was to be a marvellous Cape spring afternoon. 

Four stallions were paraded, starting with 

Wilgerbosdrift’s Flower Alley, a big, muscled, 

bull of a horse, very sure of himself.  He’s pro-

duced stakes winners on turf and dirt and his 

yearlings are beautiful specimens who will be 

sold for the first time at next year’s auctions. 

 

Soft Falling Rain is in the same bracket with 

impressive yearlings on the ground due for the 

2018 sales. What impressed me most about this 

one is his pride and confidence. He knows he is 

good-looking, he enjoys attention. He was 

never a shy or lazy in his brilliant race days, 

but Soft Falling Rain has blossomed at stud, 

he’s a “meneer” with an attitude and we look 

forward to his runners. 

 

Rafeef always draws admirers’ gasps with his 

magnificent looks, no exception this time. He’s 

known as a naughty horse that takes no  

nonsense, but he was quiet and well-behaved. 

It almost seemed as if he was respectful of the 

older and more experienced stallions around 

him. 

 

“Rafeef has had a couple of test runs, he’s still 

learning, just wait till he hits the spot first time 

and becomes adept at his new job. Then you 

will see him become a monster overnight,” 

remarked one breeder of the striking son of 

Redoute’s Choice.  (to page 2) 

Rafeef, lean and cut like in his race days. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.salesring.co.za/
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We reported that Moutonshoek’s The United 

States had settled down well in his new home after 

arriving just recently. He’s a well-conformed 

chestnut son of Galileo with a good nature, a 

showman having raced in front of massive crowds 

in Europe and Australia.  “I think his groom was 

more nervous than him,” said Moutonshoek’s Dr 

Bennie van der Merwe of their new acquisition, a 

horse with great blood flowing thorough his veins 

who has taken to his job like a horse possessed.  

(More about him in tomorrow’s letter). 

 

Moutonshoek’s other import Admiral Kitten  

arrived late from quarantine and had to miss the 

parade with insufficient settling down and prepa-

ration time, but we paid him a visit on Monday 

and he is another experience customer who won’t 

take much time to get into gear. 

 

As for the social side of the day, this was a typical 

racing party with plenty of familiar happy faces 

around, young and old. I experienced a positive 

atmosphere at the last CTS and TBA sales and 

there was a host of upbeat people at this function 

again, all excited about the possible lifting of pro-

tocols, greater unity and brighter economic times. 

 

I bumped into Edgar Rosenberg, assistant to the 

Slack family for the last 24 years and still going 

strong. “The women keep me on my toes,” joked 

Edgar, who had a hand in giving the occasion a 

Soft Falling Rain: Confidence shows! (Troy Finch) 

typical Oppenheimer/Slack touch – pristine and upper

-class with just a hint of decadent flair. 

 

I’d met breeder Rennie Price of Wicklow in Dubai in 

2008, and he was one of the most positive individuals 

one could speak to. He still has a good long-term out-

look and said: “There will always be racing and 

breeding. We are suffering, the smaller breeders espe-

cially, but we’re moving on, trying hard. The books 

don’t balance. These days most breeders do it for love 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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STALLION DAY, WILGERSBOS (..cont) 
 

and their vision of the future, but there is much 

hope.  

 

“Things will turn, though the polarisation 

that’s happened in our industry is not good. 

We need to find solutions together.” 
 

Halfway through the day trainer Greg Ennion,  

another old friend, took to the microphone with his 

renditions of “Route 66” and “Crazy Little Thing 

Called Love”, thoroughly appreciated by the crowd 

and a catalyst for festivities that ensued, though 

only the irrepressible Bridget Gerber looked like 

she was in the mood for dancing. 

 

The party animal Matthew Sham offered to perform 

his rendition of the Robbie Wessels hit, “Leeuloop” 

and briefly broke into song, but he was soon 

enough silenced.  Perhaps not “Leeuloop” at a 

Mary Slack occasion? 

 

“The young crowd should be dancing,” said Steven 

Jell, whose own future looks so bright he can’t go 

anywhere without shades.  There were a few lunch 

tables populated by the young guns – Mathew de 

Kock, Callan Murray, Craig Zackey, Chris Santos, 

Kathryn Ralphs and others, but they never got near 

the dance floor. 

 

“I find it harder to speak to them these days,” said 

Jell about the young folk, who have different ideas 

and different ways of expressing them. A few other 

“toppies” at our table agreed, including 60-

something JJ van der Linden, who would’ve fallen 

asleep in broad daylight if the energetic Bridget 

Gerber hadn’t joined us to interrupt the pending 

siestas. 

 

There is a gap opening between racing’s old guard 

and the new, emerging one. It’s cool, but  we’re not 

wholly comfortable with it yet. 

 

Bernard Fayd’Herbe came over. He said he needs 

to lose another kilo around his waist after a holiday, 

and pinched what he must have imaged to be a roll 

of fat around his waist. But of course there was 

nothing.  He looks leaner and meaner than ever be-

fore and will undoubtedly have another good  

season. 

 

“I am really enjoying working with Justin Snaith 

and his team,” said Bernard, the regular rider of 

African Night Sky, a serious contender for the 2018 

J&B Met. 

Bernard pointed at Callan Murray, who’d been 

asked to down a glass of white wine by his boss, 

Mike de Kock, and said he could well handle it. 

“That lightie can ride, Craig Zackey and Lyle 

Hewitson too. I wish I was that young, they have so 

much going for them!” 

 

There’s no lack of hope and pride and SA racing, it 

seems.  There are young breeders on the block  

investing heavily in the future. The veterans are 

sticking to their guns. And there is a vibrant group 

of young participants ready to take us into the  

future.  - tt. 

Mathew de Kock (front) and Bridget Gerber discuss 

the merits of baritone Matthew Sham (back), singing 

“Leeuloop”. 

Peace and Love from Callan Murray, Chris  

Santos and Kathryn Ralphs, members of the “new 

guard” preparing to take racing further. 

SUBMIT READERS’ LETTERS, COMMENTS AND 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO edtor@turftalk.co.za 



4 

 



5 

 

Crouched low, super fit and super talented: Moreira’s the jock of jocks! 

Joao Moreira starts HK season with five in a row! 
IT says something about the eye-glazing brilliance 

of jockey Joao Moreira that even coming out and 

riding the first five winners of the season seems 

within the normal run of things – it really isn’t but 

he does the unlikely too often to be surprised by it. 

 

There was an opinion doing the rounds that Moreira 

may face stronger competition this season but, by 

race six, the Jockey Challenge was paid out, and 

Joao’s 5-1 scoreline against the opposition made it 

look like he was serving for the set at Flushing 

Meadows. 

 

Moreira returned to flesh and blood for the back 

end of the day, which proved fruitless for the  

Brazilian, but he still couldn’t wipe the smile off 

his face. 

 

He took the feature with the Dannie Shum-Chap-

trained Seasons Bloom, who laid down an early 

marker for the better mile races ahead on the way to 

the December internationals, while he also opened 

the season’s account for trainers Chris So Wai-yin 

and Michael Chang Chun-wai and the career account 

for Frankie Lor Fu-chuen. 

 

“We had a bit of luck, I had some good rides. Actu-

ally, I thought it could be a hard start for the season 

because I wasn’t being offered the same number of 

rides as usual but maybe the trainers are keeping 

some horses back because of the hot weather,” 

Moreira said. 

 

“Anyway, fortunately they were good enough rides 

and I got some wins out of them. I was delighted to 

win for Frankie. I had plenty of contact with him 

when he was John Size’s assistant and he’s a really 

nice guy. He will have many more wins.” (SMCP) 

https://tellytrack.com/
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 IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

All Action sport or dead boring? 

ANAGLOG’s Daughter (@anaglogsdaughter on twitter), 

posted this photo with the comment: “There is more action 

in 5s in jump racing than in an entire flat season!”’ Shoo, 

ok, don’t know about that? 

HALL Of Fame trainer Lee Freedman has received an  

official clearance to start training horses in Singapore.  

The five-time Melbourne Cup-winning trainer ended his 

Australian partnership to start training in Singapore and 

was scheduled to start work on September 1. 

However, Singapore's Ministry of Manpower granted 

Freedman an employment pass on Monday, meaning he 

will be able to have runners in his own name at Friday's 

Kranji meeting. Freedman has taken over stables vacated 

by Laurie Laxon, the trainer of the 1988 Melbourne Cup 

winner Empire Rose. -  Racenet. 

Freedman starts in Singapore 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.proboost.co.za/

