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DIGITURF was conceived and developed by South African horseman and entrepreneur Dean Maroun 

more than 12 years ago, and only now coming into its own in an age where new gamblers appear to seek 

only the same:  high-action games of skill, with high rewards. 

New gambling generation seeks games of 

high skill with equally high rewards 

DEAN TOWERS, a board member of the  

Horseplayers Association of North America 

since 2008, reckons the fun is finally over for 

the racing industry. Now, it’s adapt or die. 

 
The gambling world is changing rapidly, and so are 

those who patronize it. Horse racing needs to be 

ready. For decades, horse racing’s critics  have been 

proven wrong with their “our patrons are dying off” 

narrative. We’ve pulled through, but the tide is 

changing and racing will have to adapt. 

 

The narrative that racing does not attract a younger 

customer is one which has led to many fantastical 

claims. Year after year, decade after decade, we’ve 

been told that one day soon everyone will die off 

and all that will be left will be half dozen barn cats; 

that when the game’s patrons get older and pass on, 

it’s over. 

 

This, in large part, hasn’t happened. Sure, racing is 

not as popular as it was once was, but revenue 

keeps chugging along; this despite the fact that 

many fans and bettors born in 1930’s or 1940’s are 

no longer with us. 

 

I think the alarmists have been wrong for several 

reasons: 

 

• Racing has always enjoyed a quasi-monopoly in 

the skill game gambling market, i.e. if you want to 

play a legal brain game, the sport is right in front of 

you. 

 

• In the online, connected age–an age in which only 

20 short years ago Amazon.com didn’t exist, racing 

has continued to exploit its carve  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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NEW AGE GAMBLERS (...cont) 

 

out, despite sports getting preference from online 

betting operators. 

 

• Racing has been regulated since the early 1900’s 

and this has had many benefits. Regulatory capture 

has helped the business. Racing is the devil the 

regulators and politicians know. 

 

The above pillars have allowed racing to hold an 

advantageous position in the wagering market. As 

regular, everyday patrons pass on, the top of the 

funnel keeps getting stuffed with younger custom-

ers eager for skill-game wagering opportunities. 

 

Racing has owned its space for decades, but  I 

want to submit that we are seeing cracks in rac-

ing’s near impenetrable wall. I believe there’s 

strong evidence that the alarmist “we need to get 

younger or die” message is finally very real. 

 

    *** 
 

A couple of weeks ago I attended a presentation by 

Chris Lush, Senior Vice President of Technology, 

Wagering and Broadcast for Woodbine  

Entertainment Group. A part of Chris’s presenta-

tion focused on demographics for Woodbine’s  

nationwide betting ADW, and it was eye-opening. 

 

From 2009 to 2017, Woodbine has garnered the 

most business from those above the age of 60, with 

the over-50 set holding their own. This in itself is 

not new news. But what was most worrisome was 

that the top of the funnel for this lifetime pursuit we 

all enjoy has been sputtering–the 20’s to 40’s  

segment is seeing negative growth. 

 

Based on analysis of Woodbine’s current trends, in 

two decades wagering will be a fraction of what it is 

today, with most almost all the betting giant’s  

patrons over 60 years of age. 

 

In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, horse racing 

commonly attracted a completely different gambler 

and that was a gambler who had little choice in the 

matter. It was racing or bust. 

 

Forty or so years later, this is no longer the case: 

 

• Betting on sports is flourishing. This market, which 

is now offering in-game betting and other innovative 

ways to wager, appears to be only scratching the  

surface of what’s possible. 

 

• Fantasy sports–something played for years by  

engaged sports fans– is becoming more mainstream 

and lucrative. 

 

• Video game markets with highly challenging game 

play have exploded in popularity. This has spawned 

a new betting medium called “E-Sports”. 

 
Horse racing is it’s now competing with innovative 

tech companies offering younger demographics the 

skill game gambling choices that they crave. 

 

Today’s under 30s are not remotely comparable to 

the same demographic of even a half generation ago. 

These millennials have grown up in the smartphone 

age and are smarter in science, math and computing 

than any generation before them. 

 

There’s never been a more savvy generation when it 

comes to wagering, and this group is acting  

rationally. They are drawn to games of skill, but only 

if these games are priced right with something he 

calls “skill-based pricing”–where the game compen-

sates for that skill. 

 

The young gamblers of today want games where 

they can use their skill sets to their full potential. 

And many of these games represent much better 

value than horse racing. -  Extended version  

originally published in TDN, edits and additions by 

Turf Talk.  

http:www.kuda.co.za
http://www.proboost.co.za/
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RACING in Hong Kong: Big names, big prize money! 

New players on the block in new HK racing season 
ITS engines scarcely cooled from the 2016-17 

season, the Hong Kong Jockey Club has revved 

them up again for the 2017-18 season, which  

begins Sunday at Sha Tin. The season, as it did 

this year, runs through July 2018, and thanks to 

HKJC efforts to broaden the international viability 

of its product, more race fans around the world 

than ever before know it. 

 

Sunday’s opening card, composed of 10 races, has 

the $319,458 Chief Executive’s Cup Handicap 

over 1,200m on turf as its feature. 

 

The standard Hong Kong race week is Sunday 

afternoons at Sha Tin and Wednesday nights at 

Happy Valley, though there also is one Saturday 

card per month at Sha Tin. All racing in Hong 

Kong is conducted right-handed. The Sha Tin 

course is far more expansive than Happy Valley’s, 

and Sha Tin has a second track that often is locally 

referred to as “all weather” but is dirt. 

 

Picturesque Happy Valley is situated in the heart 

of Hong Kong and very much is a specialists’ 

course, irregularly shaped with tight turns. 

The crowds throng to Happy Valley, but all the  

biggest races come at Sha Tin, which this year hosts 

the most important day of the season on Sunday, Dec. 

10. That card includes four Group 1 turf races: the 

Hong Kong Cup, Hong Kong Sprint, Hong Kong 

Mile, and Hong Kong Vase. South African interest 

Whisky Baron is on target to compete in one of the 

races on the day. 

 

The HKJC tightly controls the trainer and jockey  

colonies, and the two new Hong Kong trainers for the 

season are the first in five years. Michael Freedman, 

an Australian, has 45 horses in his yard, while Frankie 

Lor has a 56-horse string. Lor is a former assistant to 

trainers John Moore and John Size, who run the two 

most powerful operations in Hong Kong. 

 

Moore has brought in a new retained rider, Tommy 

Berry, whose arrival will have an impact on leading 

jockey Joao Moreira, one of Moore’s main riders  

during 2016-17. 

 

Apprentice jockeys are in steady demand to take ad-

vantage of favourable weighting in the handicap 

ranks.—DRF/Marcus Hersh. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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 IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

Songbird is retired after injury 

TWO-time Eclipse Award champion Songbird, seen here 

with fan McKenzie Kirkenhead, has been retired from  

racing after she was recently diagnosed with damage to her 

hind suspensories and a severe bone chip, owner  

Rick Porter announced on Thursday. Songbird  won 13 of 

15 starts and amassed $4,692,000 in earnings. 

JEFF Lloyd, South Africa’s accomplished international 

jockey ambassador, turns 56 years of age today. He  

recently bagged his second successive Queensland title 

(record 137 winners), and just missed out on the  

Australian National Title with 189 winners in total.. Jeff 

has started the new season well with nine winners from 

only 37 rides. Happy birthday to Jeff from Turf Talk and 

his legion of fans in South Africa. -  tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.salesring.co.za/

