
1 

 

   Newsletter  
FRIDAY, 25 AUGUST 2017   www.turftalk.co.za 

Star mare Winx sets amazing sectional times 

WINX swept through late to win the Warwick Stakes after a slow start. (Australian Turf Club). 

CHAMPION  mare  Winx’s  amazing  victory  in  

last Saturday’s  Warwick  Stakes  (Gr  2,  1400m)  

at  Randwick    also    produced    some   remarkable 

closing sectional times, as reported by  

KEN BOMAN in his On The Watch column  

published in Australia’s ANZ Bloodstock News. 

 

After   missing   the   start   badly,   Winx   was   not  

only  back  in  last  place  in  the  eight-horse  field, 

but due to the leaders setting a moderate tempo  

(first  800m  in  49.09),  she  was  in  a  race  that  

had  developed  into  a  sprint  home  which  saw the 

leaders clocking the last 600 metres in a brilliant 

32.87. 

 

Yet  the game  Winx    produced    a    whirlwind    

and    determined  closing burst  to  grab  a  half-

neck  victory  over    her    Chris    Waller-trained     

stablemate Foxplay to the delight of virtually all that  

witnessed  her  achievement  in  registering  her 

18th successive win. 

 

And in keeping with Murphy’s Law, the only horse  

not  officially  clocked  by  the  Australian  Turf 

Club’s Longines timing system on the nine-race 

Randwick card all day was Winx, her timing clip  

apparently  being  dislodged  when  she  was  

fractious in the barriers. 

 

But  Vince  Accardi’s  Daily  Sectionals  did   

subsequently  record  her  times  which  showed  

that Winx had clocked one of, if not the fastest, last 

600 metres run at Randwick. Winx’s 200 metre 

breakdown (from the 600 metre  point)  being  

10.92,  10.36  and  10.70  to  give her a final 600 

metre time of 31.98. 

 

Since On The Watch  commenced  in  August  2012,   

the   fastest   600   metres   sectional      analyses   

has   revealed   the fastest time  recorded   was by   

the   unbeaten  champion  Black  Caviar  in  winning  

the  2013  Lightning  Stakes  (Gr  1,  1000m) at 

Flemington. Black Caviar (clocked from the 800m 

to the 200m)  ran  10.37,  10.21  and  10.17  to  give  

her  an amazing 600 metre sectional time of 30.75 – 

none faster since.  - tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
http://www.anzbloodstocknews.com/
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Aly Vance: CNN must-see! 

CNN’s Aly Vance, who presents the Longines-

sponsored Winning Post,  comes from an Equestrian 

background and had ridden jumpers all her life, but 

never racehorses. 

 

This month, things changed. Aly experienced a race 

day from an entirely different perspective  -  on the 

back of a galloping horse as she took part in the  

Magnolia Cup at the Qatar Goodwood Festival. 

 

The Magnolia Cup is a charity race between 12 

women across sport, business and media and it offers 

a glimpse into life in the saddle.  

 

The excellent edition of Winning Post featuring Aly 

Vance’s preparation and the build-up to the  

Magnolia Cup is scheduled  for a replay on CNN 

(DSTV # 401) at 08.30 SA time on Saturday  

morning. It’s a don’t-miss! - tt. 

The Durbanville test 
 

DURBANVILLE Racecourse has been closed for 

the past 10 months due to resurfacing and will be 

tested this Monday, August 28. 

 

Monday is D-Day for Durbanville when the race-

course will be used for the first time since it was 

closed for resurfacing ten months ago. 

 

General manager Dean Diedricks said: “We are 

going to put horses on the track and see if the jock-

eys are happy with the surface. If they, and every-

body else, are satisfied then we will race there on 

September 9.  “I am confident that we will be fine 

but it’s a case of being safe rather than sorry – and 

if people are not happy with it then we are going to 

be in crisis management.” - M Clower/Gold Circle. 

Summerhill cuts stallion fees 
 

SUMMERHILL Stud has cut its stallion fees for the 

new breeding season by 30-40% and boss Mick Goss 

commented: “We all know things are tight, tighter 

than they’ve been in a very long time. With this in 

mind, the Summerhill stallions are greeting the  

market head-on, gauged against their equivalent 

counterparts in other regions of the land. We invite 

you, without blushing, to talk to us about your needs 

so that we can see what we can do to help!” 

  

STALLIONS AND FEES: 

ACT  OF WAR (F/O/A) 

BRAVE TIN SOLDIER (R10,000) 

CAPETOW NOIR (R12,000) 

LINNGARI (R12,000) 

WILLOW MAGIC (R12,000) 

http://www.salesring.co.za/
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HERE is a second great photo this week submitted from Franschoek, Western Cape. On Wednesday we 

published a mare and foal from Drakenstein Stud, snapped to the background of the sun breaking through 

the clouds. This one is arguably even better. It was taken yesterday morning by Gary Jolliffe of Golden 

Touch Thoroughbreds on the Nutfield Estate. The mare is Escondida, from the“E” family, with her two-day

-old colt foal by Duke Of Marmalade. 

When is the next flight to Cape Town, please? 

Australia’s Williams family wants transparency from broadcaster 

NICK Williams, the son of one of Australia's most influ-

ential horse owners, believes Racing Victoria should  

divulge all of the financial exposure the state has to its 

broadcast arm Racing.com. Williams is the son of Lloyd 

Williams, who is one of the most successful owners in the 

southern hemisphere. The Williams family contributes 

millions to Victoria's racing economy. Williams 

said Racing.com is "heading in the same direction" as the 

now-defunct TVN was five years ago."Why can't the chief 

executive of Racing Victoria [Giles Thompson] tell us 

how much these operations are costing? Or are we just 

going back to the old days of TVN when we were told 

nothing until it was too late?" Williams said.—The Age. 

LLOYD and Nick Williams. The Williams 

family has won five Melbourne Cups. 

https://tellytrack.com/
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  IT ALL GOES DOWN ON TWITTER! 
Follow us @turftalk1 

 

SILENT Witness won the race back to back in 2004/5 

Hong Kong Sprint gets 

hike in status and stake  
 

HONG Kong’s Centenary Sprint Cup has attained Group 1 

status ahead of the 2017/18 season and will carry a purse of 

HK$10 million, a HK$2 million increase that aligns its 

value with other Group 1 events staged at Sha Tin Race-

course. 

 

The 1200m contest’s upgrade brings the total number of 

Hong Kong Group 1 races to 12 and follows the Asian Pat-

tern Committee’s endorsement of an application from the 

Hong Kong Pattern Committee. 

 

The Centenary Sprint Cup was run at international Group 2 

level in 2017 following 16 years as a domestic Hong Kong 

Group 1.  

 

The list of past winners reads like an honour roll of Hong 

Kong’s sprinting stars, including two-time winners Silent 

Witness (2004, 2005), Sacred Kingdom (2010, 2011), Ea-

gle Regiment (2012, 2013) and Peniaphobia (2015, 

2017),  along with former Horse of the Year Grand Delight 

(2003), and Champion Sprinters Absolute Champion 

(2008) and Aerovelocity (2016).  

 

This will be the third consecutive season in which the Cen-

tenary Sprint Cup is contested over 1200m after having 

been run over 1000m for most of its history. 

 

The race is scheduled for Sunday, 28 January at Sha Tin 

Racecourse, offering racing fans a Group 1 double on the 

day with the G1 Stewards’ Cup (1600m) on the same pro-

gramme. – tt. 

http://www.bettingworld.co.za/
http://www.highlandsfarmstud.co.za/
http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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